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Sparks 


ERR ERS 
Chris’ A Card ‘Revoked’ 
How It All Happened 
Ahrens and Dealers 
Sees Sales Boom 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 


730 Whitmore, 
Detroit 
HEY’RE” picking on me, by 
which I mean the doctors. Not 
even 35 miles an hour—a wheeled 
chair is my pace, 
and I’ve got to 
be careful of the 
rubber on_ that. 
They've taken 
away even my 
“-%” ecard in 
other words, the 
docs have put 
me in bed at 
home for a fort- 
night, just as 
they did a year 
ago in September 
when they sent 
me to the Women’s Hospital here 
in Detroit, and for the same reason. 
But I defy the docs to keep me 
from writing the column even if 
is made up of _ bedridden 
sparks.” I’ve never missed a col- 
umn in the almost 13 years I have 
een writing “Sparks,” and this 
¢ did firehorse is going to make the 
deadline in his best bedside man- 
er until he gets the red light. 


Sinsabaugh 


THE DOCS took over after the 

Activities of week before last when 
he conductor had to stir his 
stirrups and take in General Mo- 
Hors’ movies of the war activities 
at the Linden (N.J.) war plant, 
given at the Detroit Club; preceded 
visits to the exhibits at the 


: Society of Automotive Engineers at 


he Book-Cadillac, and the follow- 
mg morning, a breakfast at the 
Book with President Art Herring- 

on of the SAE and Dave Wilkie, 
d4utomotive editor of the Associ- 
ated Press. 

e And that night—Wednesday, as 

remember it—WNick Dreystat, 
gm of Cadillac, which had added 
Another bunch of Army and Navy 

E’s” to its collection (“E” for ef- 
ficiency, you know), had a dinner 

t the Detroit Athletic Club to top 
off his big day. Not having a 

heeled chair or a birth certificate, 
@ had to skip the presentation, but 
I answered to the call of the din- 
ger bell—sat at the same table with 
general sales man- 
ager of Cadillac. 

Good thing I did, as a matter of 
zact, for it was there that I 
gathered the material that made 

is column possible. Manna like, 
t doesn’t often come to a bed- 
ridden columnist. 

ca * es 
reminded me _ that 


(See SPARKS, Page 31, Col. 1) 
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Used Car Sales 
No. 1 Casualty of 
‘Pleasure’ Ban 


Service Volume Holds 
Up Well in Eastern 
States Despite Curb 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 


DETROIT.—Used car sales 
are the No. 1 casualty of the 
pleasure-driving ban in 17 
Eastern states, with new car 


sales and service following 
in that order, it is shown in a 
cross-section survey made by 
AUTOMOTIVE NEws. 


The driving ban, coupled with 
the most adverse winter weather 
in many years, has glutted the 
market with individually - offered 
autos with the result that dealer 
lots have become’ graveyards. 
Many dealers are buying up the 
reasonably-priced cars, either hold- 
ing them for spring sales or selling 
them to western areas where ve- 
hicles are short and the driving 
ban is not extant. 

Dealers blame the adverse 
weather conditions for most of 
their woes on new-car sales, al- 
though the driving ban is causing 
an initial wave of hysteria. 

On the whole picture, however, 
dealers are optimistic, believing 
that spring and a return to more 
liberal driving regulations will 
bring a decided pickup in all 
their business. 


$4 Per Year, 15¢ Per Copy 


proveNugent Plan 


\Regions Get More Voice 
In Assn. Activities 


Brookings Report Cited in Vetoing Nugent Proposal; 
31 Percent Decline in Membership Is Reported; 
Tires for Used Cars Expected Shortly 


CINCINNATI.—Despite plea in person by Dr. Rolf 
Nugent, author of the plan, directors of National Automobile 
Dealers Assn. Wednesday overwhelmingly disapproved the 
Nugent Plan for purchase of cars now for postwar delivery. 
The action, highlighting a three-day session of the board 
here, came on a voice vote with only three or four of the 
52 directors present approving the plan, it is reported. 


DAVID E. CASTLES 
. reelected NADA head 


Castles Reelected 
NADA President; 


Jones Advanced 


CINCINNATI.—David E. Cas- 
tles (Buick), St. Louis, was re- 
elected president of National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. at the board 
of directors’ meeting here last 
week. Castles had been serving 
out the unexpired term of Harry 
Sommers of Atlanta. 


Other officers elected are: Secre- 
tary, Julian L. Williams, of Nor- 


Although service operations have| wich, Conn.; Treasurer, C. B. Rob- 
suffered to some extent as a re-|ertson of Richmond, Va. and the 


(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 


Brown Assumes 
Henderson Post 


As OPA Head 


DETROIT.—“There’ll be no radi- 
cal changes immediately and none; 


following regional vice- presidents: 

R. C. Jones of Reading, Pa. (first 
vice-president); Lieut. Col. Her- 
man Goodin of Huntington, Ind.; 
E. O. Thomas of Asheville, N. C.; 
R. L. Ledterman, Tulsa, Okla.; 
Charles Freed, Salt Lake City; and 
M. O. Anderson, Seattle. 

The executive committee was 
filled as follows: 

L. C. Cargile, Texarkana, Ark.; 


at all unless they are for the best'E. G. Fitzhenry of Worcester, 


interests,” declared Prentiss Brown 
last week following Senate con- 
firmation of his appointment as 
head of OPA. 

Brown, who succeeds Leon Hend- 
erson as price administrator, said 
he expects proposals for revision 
of gasoline regulations would be 
one of the first problems presented: 
him, but he emphasized that he 
would make a “thorough study of 
the whole situation” before taking 
any action. 

The  recently-defeated Demo-! 
cratic senator from Michigan con- 
ferred several times last week 
with Henderson on administrative 
problems. 

“There has been talk of a plan 
of mine to reorganize the whole 
setup,” Brown said. “That’s not 
so. At least there'll be no changes 
of that sort until I’ve had time to 
study the need for it and then 
there will be no changes unless 
they are needed.” 

Brown, who has been able to get 
along with a Congress Henderson 
could not, has asserted that he will 
make every effort to simplify OPA 
regulations, and to conduct his 
work through appeals to the public 
rather than by coercion. 


Mass.; Arthur Summerfield, of 
Flint, Mich.; A. J. Dingeman of 
Oxnard, Calif., and W. L. Mallon 
of Newark. 

All candidates suggested by the 
Nominating committee were ap- 
proved. 


A report sharply criticizin 
the Nugent Plan, which had 
been drafted by Harold G. 


Moulton, president of Brookings 
Institute, Washington, was pre- 
sented by L. Clare Cargile, chair- 
man of the NADA _ committee 
named to study the proposal, along 
with the committee’s objections. 
Other action taken by the NADA 
directors, meeting here after the 
1943 convention had been indefin- 
itely postponed due to transporta- 
tion difficulties, included: 
Hereafter there will be nine or 
11 regions (to determine after 
further study), with directors in 
each region electing the regional 
vice-president from among their 
number. The regional vice-presi- 
dents will comprise the NADA 
executive committee, and future 
officers of the association will be 
elected by the directors in annual 
session from among the executive 
committee members. A change in 
the membership structure is also 
under way. 
The executive committee went 
on record against the present 
inefficient tire-inspection program, 
calling for a thorough but simpli- 
fied inspection (costing $1 instead 
of the present 25 cents) which 
would include a careful examina- 
tion of steering and brakes, as well 
as tires. 


Dave Castles of St. Louis was 

reelected president, after hav- 
ing served the unexpired term of 
Harry Sommers. See story on page 
one for other officers elected. 


All suggested amendments to 

NADA’s by-laws were rejected, 
except the one giving Detroit an 
additional member on the board of 
directors. He will be elected in the 

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 1) 


NADA Advocates 
More Thorough 


Tire Inspection 


CINCINNATI.— NADA’s_ execu- 
tive committee went on record last 
week against the present inefficient 
tire-inspection program. A _thor- 
ough, but simplified, inspection to 
cost 1 instead of 25 cents was in- 
dorsed. 

The following statement was is- 
sued, in connection with the deci- 
sion of the executive committee, by 
L. C. Cargile, of Texarkansas, Ark., 
who has been active since the ap- 
pointment of Rubber Czar Jeffers 
in urging better inspections: 

“We do not believe that the 
periodic tire inspections now re- 
quired by OPA in connection with 
the mileage rationing program are 
as thorough as they should be. As 
a result of this defect there will 
be a considerable loss of good rub- 
ber. 

“As practical men, we know that 
no tire can be inspected as it 
should be unless it is removed 
from the rim so that every bit of 
the surface can be scrutinized for 
uneven wear, cupping, abrasions 
of sidewalls and signs of inner 
breaks. This may seem to the lay- 
man like a waste of time, man- 
power and money, but it will pay 
in the long run. 

“In addition to a careful exami- 
nation of all parts of the tire sur- 
face, the vehicle’s steering mechan- 
ism and brakes should be checked 
because they have a direct effect 
on tires. Also the vehicle should be 
examined for possible defective 

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 5) 


New Breed of Car Engines in Making 


By Chester S. Ricker 


DETROIT.—While technical ses- 
sions of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers’ annual meeting were 
devoted almost 
entirely to war 
engineering prob- 
lems, the infor- 
mal gatherings of 
engineers invari- 
ably turned to 
postwar possibili- 
ties in the auto 
and aircraft in- 
dustries. 
Technical papers 
presented during 
the meeting cov- 
ered almost every 
phase of ordnance motor vehicle 


Ricker 


Engineers Cite Dealer 
Postwar Potential 


problems on one hand and air- 
craft operation and design prob- 
lems on the other. This could 
hardly be called an automobile 
engineers’ meeting although that 
was the purpose of the society 
when it was founded in 1905. How- 
ever, all the automobile engineers, 
whose faces have been familiar 
for the past 20 years, were on 
hand. Mingling with them were 
the aircraft men who have spent 
a life time in that industry. 

While the engineers were talking 
about current problems in aircraft, 


Pages 24-32 


tank and Army truck designs, there 
was also an_ undercurrent of 
thought about the postwar period. 


SAE’s new president, Mac 
Short, was quick to peg some 
rumors about postwar business 
problems. “I don’t see any post- 
war rivalry between the automo- 
bile and aircraft industries,” he 
said. “We'll all go back to what 
We can do best. There may be 
one here or there who will be- 
lieve that he can use his war- 
time experience to better advan- 
tage in a new field. But, in the 
main, I think the airplane com- 
panies will continue to make 
airplanes, and the automobile 
companies will produce Cars.” 

(Continued on Page 18, Col. 4) 
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WLB Regional 
Office to Open 
In Detroit Feb. 1 


WASHINGTON.—With Edwin E. 
Witte, U. of Wisconsin’s director of 
economics, as chairman, a regional 
War Labor Board will be opened 
in Detroit about Feb. 1, it was an- 
nounced last week. 


.Long sought by both industrial 
and labor leaders in the Detroit 
area, because of long delays occa- 
sioned by handling of disputes in 
. ‘the Cleveland regional office, the 
Detroit office will have jurisdiction 
over all disputes and wage cases 
in Michigan. 


Another new regional office will 
be set up in Seattle, bringing to 12 
the number of such offices in the 
country. 


Ford Making 


Gun Mounts 


DEARBORN. — Mounts for 75 
mm, guns for Ford-built M-4 tanks 
are being assembled for the Army 
Ordnance Tank-Automotive Center 
by Ford mass-production methods, 
it was announced last week. 


Constructed from Ford-made 
parts, including the intricate ele- 
vating mechanism, the fighting end 
of. the heavy M-4s are coming off 
the line on schedule. 

Started several months ago as a 
four-man department, the gun 
_ mount division now is equipped to 
meet any demand made by the 
steadily increasing output of Ford- 
built M-4s. Previously hampered 
by having to look to outside plants 
for the many parts that go into 
the making of the heavy gun 
mounts, the Ford assemblers now 
receive every one of the more than 
‘50 parts from Ford plants. 

The main section of the gun 
mount, previously constructed of 
27 fabricated parts, has been re- 
duced to three castings. 


All Wars End! There'll be Cars and 
Trucks and Tires to sell again. 


bits 


HONORED GuEst ob cpecial mecting 
5, Capt. 
a 6 a a ‘ae "Solves vddzecaing an overflow crowd of 1,200 in 


war 


lants during the 
Hote Book-Cadiliac. The hero of 


two wars 
Lovett, undersecretary of war, and Lieut. Gen. William 8. 
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Auto War Production 
Shows 12% Gain 


WASHINGTON. — Shipments oi 
war goods from plants of the auto- 
motive industry..were valued at 


$646,920,000 in October, an increase |: 


of 12 percent over September war 
shipments, and represented 95.3 
percent of the total October ship- 
ments in value, according to R. L. 
Vaniman, director of the War Pro- 
— Board’s Automotive divi- 
sion. 


These figures are derived from 
reports on the plants owned by 
133 companies, comprising seven 
major automobile manufacturers, 
11 truck builders and 115 parts 
producers. The group of companies, 
for which comparative statistics 
have been compiled by the War 
Production Board since April, 1942, 
represents approximately 68 per- 
cent of the entire industry. Data 
covered 400 plants for October and 
397 plants for September. 


Total shipments for October, in- 
cluding shipments of parts by sub- 
contractors to prime contractors, 
were valued at $678,518,000, an in- 
crease of 12 percent over Septem- 
ber, compared with the 7 percent 
September increase over August. 
Total shipments have shown a con- 
sistent increase as follows: 

June—$494,113,000; July — $540,- 
284,000; August—$566,013,000; Sep- 
tember— $605,702,000; October— 
$678,518,000. The dollar value of 


FOB 
Factory 


By A. H. Allen 


I. ENGINEERS and ma- 

chinery experts in the motor 

plants, now shouldered with new 

types of war pro- 

duction jobs, are 

showing their 

mettle every day 

when it comes to 

knocking hours 

off production 

jobs by means of 

new machines 

and new tooling 

setups. Much of 

this achievement 

is obscured by 

censorship, but a 

number of figures 

on the Oerlikon gun have come 
to light. 

For example, it used to take 
190 hours to machine the breech 
case, and Pontiac reports it re- 
quires less than 65 hours now. 
Barrel rifling time has been re- 
duced by 78 percent and a 61 
percent reduction in machining 
time has been effected on small 


parts. ‘ 
Naturally these accomplishments 
(Continued on Page 31, Col. 3) 


Friday night of the Detroit Section, 


was accompanied by Robert 
nudsen. Notables 


of the automotive industry were present at the banquet, since Rickenbacker 


long has Seem sssoeiased wit eo indaes 
car, president o e 
the Ricken er » P coe 


assistant sales manager of Cadillac 


as a race driver, manufacturer of 
lis 8 way, and as an 


ndiana) 
ve photograph was taken). 


die Rickenbacker toured Detroit-area | W. 


A peer 


shipments per wage earner rose 
from $918.55 in September to $1,- 
003.46 in October. 


Backlog of war orders in the 
hands of prime contractors only 
at the end of October was 11,645,- 
920,000. This figure is made up of: 
automobile companies, $9,324,734,- 
000; truck companies, $1,272,480,000; 
and parts companies, $1,048,706,000. 
The industry estimates that at the 
rate of October shipments it will 
require 22 months at the outside to 
complete all orders on hand, both 
prime and subcontract, amounting 
. a as of October 31, 


Kanzler Resigns 


Post at WPB; 
Calder Named 


WASHINGTON.—Due to “poor 
health,” Ernest C. Kanzler resigned 
last week as director-general for 

operations of the 
War = Production 
Board,: Chairman 
Donald Nelson 
announced. 
Nelson said that 
Kanzler “is in 
poor health and 
asked to be re- 
lieved of his 
duties” but an- 
nounced that he 
oe had asked _ the 

- Kanzler former president 
es of Universal 
Credit. Corp. “to continue as an 
adviser.on my personal staff, and 
I -hope’ he will soon be able to 
resume more active work with the 
WPB.” 


Curtis E. Calder, president of 
American and Foreign Power Co., 
was appointed to succeed Kanzler. 
Calder has been assistant deputy 
director for industry divisions. 

Kanzler, who was WPB’s Detroit 
regional manager until called to 
Washington last August as “pro- 
duction expediter,” is given credit 
for a vital role in the quick con- 
version of the auto industry to 
war production. His appointment 
as director-general was opposed 
by the UAW-CIO. 

Kanzler formeriy was associated 
with Ford and Lincoln and for 
about 10 years was president of 
Universal Credit. 


WPB Warns 
On CMP Blanks 


WASHINGTON. — Only those 
manufacturers who meet the time 
schedule of the Controlled Ma- 
terials Plan in their return of the 
application blanks (CMP—4-A and 
CMP 4-B), mailed them last week, 
will benefit by direct allotments of 
controlled materials during the 
second quarter of this year, it is 
pointed out by Harold Boeschen- 
stein, director of the CMP Division 
of the War Production Board. 


“While no war producer need 
fear that he will find himself with- 
out supplies adequate to meet his 
contracts, those who qualify under 
CMP will enjoy the advantage of 
allotment numbers in obtaining the 
three controlled materials—alumi- 
num, copper and steel—and all 
other products necessary to com- 
plete their authorized schedules,” 
Boeschenstein said. “As orders 
bearing allotment numbers will 
take precedence over those bear- 
ing preference ratings only, it is 
obviously to the interest of every 
producer who can possibly do so 
to have his applications on file with 
the proper Claimant Agency or 
WPB Industry Division by Feb. 9, 
the date specified by the Director 
General for Operations in the let- 
ter, addressed to all manufacturers, 
which accompanied the applica- 
tions and instructions. 


Relighting a F actory 
ST. LOUIS.—Edwin F. Guth Co. has 
just published a folder which reviews 
d Lighting—Better 
WPB’s booklet “Plant 
Efficiency.’ Discussion is on how to 
obtain suitable priority for conversion 
lighting and illustrations on various 
factory-type lighting units. 


All Wars End! There'll be Cars and 
Trucks and Tires to sell again. 


2 Fisher Plants Honored . . . 


ry 


8.a * 46464. 


DOUBLE CEREMONIES marked the award of the Army-Navy E to Fish 


Body division’s plants at Flint and 
tank production. 


Gran 
The Army was represented by 


Mich., for excellence 


Bla 
‘ Br Gen. A. B. Quinton jr., 


Bri . 
chief of the Detroit Ordnance district, who made the award of the E fia 


and the Navy by Commander A. F. 
to employes. 
are T. P. Archer, assistant gene 
left; Gen. Quinton; 

Commander Duernberger; 
division, and O. 


Pd 
1m 
ed 


NV AS 


THE ARMY-NAVY E stands out prominent! 


Duernberger, who presented the E pi 
Shown above, standing with the armed services’ representat ; 
ral manager of Fisher Body division, extreme 
Albert meeey. sEpeemve vice-president of General Moto: 
. F. sher, 
E. Hunt, executive vice-president of General Motors. 


- 


< 


" 4 a F 
J . 


general manager of Fisher Bod 


Ms >. 


a 
EE 


as Brig. Gen. A. B. Quinton j 


chief of the Detroit Ordnance district, unveils the pennant at the double 


award ceremonies at Fisher Body division’s plants at Flint and Grand 
Mich. Shown are, from the left, Commander A 
T. P. Archer, assistant general manager of Fisher Bod 

E. F. Fisher, general manager of Fisher Bod 
E. Hunt, executive vice-president of General Motors. 


Sears. 


han; 
and 


Blane, 
F. Duernberger of the Navy; 
divisio 


ndustry’s Salvage Drive 
Brings In 700,000 Tons 


DETROIT.—Enough metal scrap 
to build more than 20,000 medium 
tanks has been recovered in auto- 
motive factories in the first six 
months of the industry’s salvage 
campaign, it is reported by Auto- 
motive Council for War Produc- 
tion. 

Latest compilation shows that in 
six months the industry collected 
1,433,856,315 pounds of metal scrap. 
Of this total, iron and steel ac- 
counted for 1,349,931,520 pounds, the 
remainder being non-ferrous metal. 

While cuttings and _ turnings 
made up the bulk of the scrap, a 
total of 154,383,662 pounds came 
from such non-production scrap as 
discarded tools, dies, machinery 
and other working equipment that 
was unfit for war work. 

In these six months of continu- 
ous housecleaning in the industry, 
automotive companies authorized 
their vendors to release more than 
9,000 tons of idle. equipment to the 
nation’s scrap pile. 

The scope and nature of the in- 
dustry’s salvage activities are indi- 
cated by the Council’s November 
report, which itemizes the month’s 
scrap recovery as follows: 

Pounds 
Iron and steel 
Aluminum 
Copper and brass 
Other metals 
Rubber 
Misc. non-metal 
Scrap released at vendors’ 2,900,620 

One automotive company report- 
ed to the Council that by authoriz- 
ing the scrapping of aluminum 
molds, it released enough high- 
grade aluminum to fill five and 
one-half railway freight cars. 
-Another company, having con- 


Lf siowen trom the MYATT Pregection tine} 
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VICTORY 
with an Absent “T” 


John F. Noon 
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HYVATT BEARINGS DIVjSION 
GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION 
auen we bee 


How Hyatt attacks the problem 


verted its plants from automobile 
body to arms production, reporteg 
that its scrapping of such dormar 
equipment as conveyors, machin- 
ery, pipe, buildings, exhaust stack 
steel rails, etc., had netted 5,000,000 
pounds of non-production scrap i, 
October alone. 


WMC To Attack ' 
Absenteeism In 


War Factories 


DETROIT.—Immediate attack by 
the War Manpower Commission o 
the problem of absenteeism in wa 
production industries in the De- 
troit area is promised by Montag 
A. Clark, district WMC director. 

Preliminary study of records a 
45 plants in Michigan, Ohio an 
Kentucky reveals that in more 
than half, employing 210,000 work, 
ers, failure of employes to repo 
regularly is seriously crimping 
output. 

Absenteeism in plants having the 
most complete records of thos¢ 
studied, Clark said, runs froz! 
3 to more than 6 percent of the 
total working force, with little dif 
ference in the records of men ant 
women, white and colored, and of 
other groups. ( 


An absenteeism check list ! 
be made available to employes and 
worker groups shortly by the con’ 
mission, Clark added, to enable 
them to analyze the various situg- 
tions and equip plant labor-man 
agement production drive com- 
mittees with background on pos 
sible causes. 


The checklist is not a govern- 
ment questionnaire. It is not to 
returned to any governmen 
agency. Its sole purpose, said Clar 
is to aid management and lab 
in each plant to arrive at solutions 
by . learning exactly where the 
fault lies. \ 


Asks Plastics Pool 


WASHINGTON.—The Chemicals divi- 
sion, War Production Board, last wee 
urged the molded plastics industry ¢ 
pool its available machinery, produ 
tion knowledge and technique to in- 
sure adequate facilities for militar; 
requirements for molded and extrudé 
thermoplastic parts. 
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Dealers tell me 


By John 0. Munn 


Dealers’ or salesmen’s comments, questions or requests may be 


addressed to John O 


» Munn In care of Automotive News, Detroit, 


and the writer's name will be kept in confidence if requested. 


A UTOMOBILE dealers are very 
much encouraged with Selec- 
five Service’s directive putting 
automobile mechanics in the same 
erment class with respect to 
e draft as any other critical 
worker in the war industries. Is- 
mance of this directive is largely 
due to the energetic efforts of 
ADA and the cooperation of 
Any local and state associations, 
and again indicates the results to 
+> obtained when the trade works 
vether. 
This action on the part of the 
pvernment however won’t elimi- 
p the necessity for automobile 
dealers doing everything pos- 
saable on their own initiative, and 
within their power, to keep me- 
hanics on the payroll. ' 


Group Action 


Atlanta 
A TLANTA dealers recognized the 
™ need for such group effort at 
freir recent annual meeting to 
which all mechanics were invited, 
d Capt. John E. Smith talked to 
fnem. Capt. Smith is one of the 
oldest Chevrolet dealers in Amer- 
and has gained a lot of 
national prominence, so his words 
have special significance. They 


low: 
“My Dear Fellows: 
“It is a great privilege for me 
welcome you to the annual 
meeting of the Atlanta dealers. 
y mechanics are here and 
» are particularly happy to 
greet them. Such occasions as 
should be helpful to us all. 
fome wise man has said the 
greatest study of mankind is 
Another saying is that you 
hould know your competitor— 
vou might like him. 
* 


Lack of Fellowship 
inted Out 


HE truth as I see it is that we 
all must know one another 
fetter in order to improve our lot 
in life and do our share in pro- 
ng the fellowship of man. 
s is not the time nor the place 
for a sermon, but I hope you will 
don me, because I am serious. 
e cause of this dreadful war 
which will have a tremendous 
t upon all our lives is due to 
lack of friendship, or fellowship, 
ou please, between the nations 
war and particularly the lead- 
ers of such nations. 
“Nothing remains but to fight 
fis war to a finish, which means 
our dear country will have great- 
responsibility than our fore- 
hers or ourselves ever dreamed 
possible. Therefore, we must 
w closer together and culti- 
vate friendship and fellowship 
ong ourselves here at home. 
We must show to the world that 
a free people really means a 
happy people. Our mechanics, 
r associates at this time, are 
doing their all in helping to win 
U war. 


an 


s ¢ # 
Ruilding Up 
U odwill 
EN we speak of the me- 
chanics in our dealer organi- 
zation, we mean the men, the flesh 
and blood which operate our es- 
ishments at the present time, 
and if I may presume to be so 
, I may say if we expect to 
ate successfully in the future. 
My good father was a mechanic, a 
omriage blacksmith, and a fine 
Wwe. Here I exhibit a tool made by 
him, by hand, so excellent that I 
bt if a better one could be 
Ade by machine today. Some of 
you, doubtless, could not name it. 
3 a ‘traveler’ for measuring the 
cumference of a wheel. I show 
this to exemplify my interest 
he work of mechanics, 
“My father saved his money as 
mechanic and started in busi- 
ss here in Atlanta in 1869 and 
was successful from the start, 
ad I now will tell you the great 
Bcret of his success. That was, 


yq 


every job he did was done 
RIGHT—no customer ever 
doubted his ability and his desire 
to deliver first-class work. My! 
how easy it is for a doctor, a 
lawyer, a mechanic to build up a 
large and loyal following, and 
that is by doing really first-class 
work. 

* * 


‘Hell Would 


Break Loose’ 
eens. ago a friend of mine 
remarked that next to food 
and clothing, his car was first 
with him. Now, after many years 
when people have spread out all 
over the face of the earth, the 
automobile is really indispensable 
to all. Of course, the first and pri- 
mary interest of us all is the win- 
ning of this war. The time required 
to win will be determined by the 
work we do at home producing 
war equipment and delivering this 
equipment to the fighting front. 
The making of weapons and equip- 
ment must be done here at home— 
on the home front. The mechanics, 
the office force, the engineers, the 
porters—yes, everyone who works 
in a war plant and supplies the 
wants of these plants is vitally 
necessary to win this war. 
“Visualize as you may, the 
bomber with its crew winging 
its way over the enemy’s lines, 
and stop to think how many 
many men at home must be kept 
steadily at work to keep it in 
flying condition, I have heard 
it requires a ground crew of 30 
men for a bomber to keep it in 
fighting trim. Visualize then, the 
number of men required at home 
to make the bomber in the first 
place, and then supply it with 
guns and ammunition—and keep 
it supplied, Now, suppose for a 
moment, that all passenger cars 
and trucks were stopped. What 
would result? Chaos would be a 
mild word to use. In plain 
language, I might say Hell would 
break loose. The war would be 
prolonged or lost without a 
doubt. Remember that in the last 
war, Germany’s army was not 
whipped—the home front caved 
in—and the . army, surrendered. 


All Is Dependent 
On the Car 


“(\UR way of living during the 
last 35 years has been de- 
termined by the automobile. Our 
Army, our Navy, our Air Force, 
our government, our daily lives 
are absolutely dependent on the 
motor car. And you mechanics are 
doing a highly patriotic job in 
keeping motor cars in running 
condition. There are 130 million 
people here at home, and while all 
are willing to sacrifice and curtail 
living habits in every way neces- 
sary to victory, even so, we must 
carry on at a minimum level and 
keep America doing; we must do 
it with passenger cars and trucks. 
“Food must be raised for our 
home population as well as our 
fighting forces, the businesses 
must go on at a curtailed level 
and for this the automobile is 
indispensable. Let us keep the 
Army, the Navy, the Air Force 
supplied and equipped—and to 
do this the motor car is abso- 
lutely required. i 


Mechanics 
More Vital 


* E mechanics are more neces- 
sary than ever since no new 
cars are now being built, and the 
older our present cars become the 
more work required to keep them 
running. I call your attention to 
the poster behind me (Jos. E. 
Eastman’s ODT bulletin). It states 
that the men necessary to keep 
our cars in service are doing their 
full share to win the war. A tieup 
or a breakdown in motor cars will 
paralyze our war effort. 
“Remember that for hundreds 
of years past civilized man has 
(Continued on Page 20, Col. 5) 


* 


* 


PRENTISS BROWN, former Michi- 
er senator, who became head of OPA 
st week, succeeding Leon Henderson. ; 


Cincinnati Notes 


Car Sales Off 
71 Percent in °42 


CINCINNATI.— The extent to 
which war restrictions have af- 
fected the auto business is shown 
by official records compiled by the 
— Automobile Dealers 

sn. 


Total sales of passenger cars 
were Only 18,051 here in 1942 as 
compared with a total of 63,275 in 
1941. That is a loss of 71 percent. 

Of these totals, new car sales in 
1942 were 2,998 compared to 24,781 
in the preceding year. Used car 
sales in 1942 totaled 15,053 in con- 
trast to 38,494 in 1941. 


Richmond Sales 
Drop Sharply 


RICHMOND, Va. — Automobile 
sales in Richmond in 1942 were 
barely half of those in 1941, ac- 
cording to Richmond chamber of 
commerce. New car sales fell off 
from 10,992 in 1941 (when 1,475 
were sold in the single month of 
March) to 1,590 in 1942 (when busi- 
ness hit an all-time low of 56 new 
car sales in July). 

Used car sales showed a less 
drastic decline from 23,771 in 1941 
(with a low month of 1,145) to 
16,086 last year, when the 861 sales 
in December set the bottom mark. 


Riebe Elected President 


Of Tacoma Dealers 

TACOMA, Wash.—Tacoma Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn., has elected 
the following officers and di- 
rectors: 

Ed Riebe, of Tacoma Auto Sales, 
president; Art Espeland, Espeland 
Motors, vice-president; Rudy 
Mueller, Mueller-Harkins Co., sec- 
retary (re-elected); J. K. Gordon, 
Allen Motors, treasurer (re- 
elected); Doc Sanford, Sanford- 
Ball-Nash Co., Mel Jones, Irwin- 
Jones and Ed Munson, Munson 
Motors, trustees, respectively for 
one, two and three year terms. 


Asks Postwar Fund 
RALEIGH, N. C.—A program which 
would make $15,000,000 of state funds 
available for highway construction im- 
mediately after the war, was recom- 
mended to the state secigiature here 
last week by Gov. J. M. Broughton. 


Oil Inventory Decline 


Stemmed in East 

WASHINGTON. — Petroleum 
inventories in the Eastern states 
remained critically close to 
minimum safe working levels 
during the week ended Jan. 9, 
Petroleum Administrator for 
War Harold L. Ickes announced 
last week. 

Elimination of pleasure driv- 
ing and the cut in the basic 
fuel oil ration contributed to- 
ward a reduction ih civilian 
consumption, This fact, accord- 
ing to Deputy Administrator 
Ralph K. Davies, plus an in- 
crease in tank car shipments, 
aided somewhat in stemming 
the rate of inventory decline. 


But Dealers Hold Back— 


3—(85) 


East’s Drivers Rush. ‘ 
To Sell Their Cars 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Auto dealers here 
have been receiving an increasing 
number of calls from motorists 
seeking to sell their cars since the 
latest OPA ban on pleasure driv- 
ing, but dealer purchases in such 
instances have not kept pace with 
the inquiries. 


One explanation given for this 
situation is that most persons seek- 
ing to sell their cars want a higher 
price than the dealers will pay. 

Varying opinions are given by 
dealers as to whether prices offered 
here for used cars are low. In a 
recent survey, one dealer said he 
believed most companies were 
holding pretty close to NADA book 
values, while another said buying 
was at distress prices, and a third 
estimated prices were cut about 
20 percent. 


Dealers buying used cars here 
for wholesaling to dealers in de- 
fense plant areas reported that 
business in such sections had fallen 
off since the OPA pleasure driving 
ban of Jan. 7. 


Some dealers said they had urged 
car owners to store their vehicles 
until after the war. Calls from mo- 
torists seeking storage informa- 
tion have increased greatly since 
last fall. 

Dealers who already have bought 
many used cars or are still buying 
them, report in many instances 
that they are storing newly-ac- 
quired vehicles against the day 
restrictions are eased or the war 


ends. 
zs ¢ & 


Newark Selling Cars 


To Other Areas 

NEWARK, N. J.—An increasing 
number of inquiries from A card 
holders who want to sell their 
vehicles, is expected by dealers 
here to soar to an unprecedented 
high level as the time for license 
renewals, April 1, draws closer. 


Motorists who thought they 
could end their worries merely by 
leaving their cars in garages are 
beginning to wake up to the fact 
that expenses keep right on run- 
ning even though the car doesn’t, 
according to dealers, who add that 
many persons are weary of trying 
to keep up with government regu- 
lations. 

With no sizeable public demand 


Johnson Elected 
By Dallas Dealers 


DALLAS.—D. L. Johnson has 
been elected president of the Dallas 
Automotive Trades Assn.,_ suc- 
ceeding N. J. DeSanders. Other 
officers are as follows: 


Vice-president, J. J. Horn, suc- 
ceeding D, L. Johnson; treasurer, 
H. W. Schoelkopf, reelected; execu- 
tive vice-president, J. H. Connell; 
executive secretary, Gladys E. 
Walker. 

Elected to be members of the 
board of directors, 2-year terms: 
Clifton Dennard, representing auto- 
mobile dealers; A. L. May, repre- 
senting automotive jobbers; F. C. 
Carter jr., representing banks. 

There are four holdover mem- 
bers on the board, as follows: Jno. 
E. Morriss, J. B. Orand, E. B. 
Mohr and Ira L. McColister, and 
DeSanders. 


30% of St. Louis Cars 


Get Extra Rations 

ST. LOUIS.—William H. Bryan, 
state rationing officer, reports that 
a@ spot checkup of cards issued in 
St. Louis and St. Louis county in- 
dicates 154,000 A cards have been 
issued in the city and 72,000 in the 
county. In the city approximately 
20 percent of these motorists were 
granted additional B mileage, while 
nearly 10 percent were given C 
mileage. 

While the figures for the country 
are not complete, Bryan estimated 
that the averages ran a bit higher 
for B and C books. The estimates 
indicate approximately 46,000 mo- 
torists obtained supplementary gas 
in the city, 31,000 B books and 15,- 
000 C books, and about 24,000 in 
the county. 


here to buy used cars from dealers, 
the latter, in turn, on the whole 
are little interested in purchasing 
cars from motorists attempting to 
get rid of them. Those that,.are 
being purchased in any quantity 
are generally for sale in ‘other 
areas. Dealers from other sections 
are sending trailers into this sec- 
tion for cars. 

“We're sending as many cars as 
we can to Youngstown, O,.,’ ‘and 
Detroit,” one dealer spokesman 


commented. “War workers in those 
areas are very short of cars.” 


64%, Of Drivers 
Get Extra Gas 
In Alabama 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—C gasoline 
ration books were received by, 18.7 
percent of the motorists in North 
Alabama, while 28 percent got B 
books, according to -Joe Short, 
OPA manager for 30 North” Ala- 
bama counties. : 


Totals for the 30 North Alabama 
counties follow: d 

A books issued, 155,582. 

B books issued, 43,473. ~~ 

C books issued, 29,163. 

The books issued in Jefferson 
county as reported to the district 
Office follow: 60,392 A books, 19,- 
236 B books, 8,122 C books. 


While the figure for North Ala- 
bama will probably be slightly 
higher than the national average, 
this figure is exceptionally good 
when one considers the number, of 
war plants in this area, Short said. 


Sutter to Head | 
Ind. Dealers 


INDIANAPOLIS. — Frederick M. 
Sutter of Columbus was elected 
president of the Automobile Deal- 
ers’ Assn. of Indiana at its’ sixth 
annual meeting here last week, 
succeeding A. W. Mitchell of 
Michigan City. , 

F. C. Yeager of South Bend was 
elected vice-president, north; Bruce 
Kixmiller of Vincennes was ‘re- 
elected vice-president, south, and 
William R. Krafft of Indianapolis 
was continued as _ secretaty-trea- 
surer. a eae 

New directors include P., T. 
Smith of Hammond, D. G: Wilder- 
muth of Logansport, Glenn Scott 
of Marion, G. L. Schaus of .South 
Bend, and Krafft. Holdover direc- 
tors are B. J. Swanson of Fort 
Wayne, Fred E. Siess of Lebanon, 
E. E. Nolan of: Evansville, William 
Aitchison of New Castle, W. C. 
McLain of Anderson and Mitchell, 
Sutter, Kixmiller and Yeager. 


Wallerich to Head 


Indianapolis Dealers 
INDIANAPOLIS.—Carl'H: Wall- 
erich, president of C. H. Wallerich 
Co., has been elected president of 
the Indianapolis Auto Trade Assn. 
Other officers include Robért D. 
Johnson, president of Johrison 
Chevrolet Co., vice-president; O. 
A. Birr, president of O. A, Birr Mo- 
tors, Inc., treasurer, and C. C. 
Babcock, president of ‘the 30th & 
Central Sales Co., secretary... . 
New directors to serve a three- 
year term are Paul Mason, general 
manager of Capitol Motors Co.; E. 
J. Voelker, president of Superior 
Chevrolet, Inc., and W. A. B. Han- 
chett, vice-president and general 
manager of Packard Indianapolis. 


4 
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Dealer Closes Half Day; 


Workers Donate Blood 

WASHINGTON.—Haley’s, Inc. 
(DeSoto-Plymouth) closed, up 
shop for half a day the other 
afternoon so all employes and 
the management could donate 
blood to the Red Cross bank. 

A. Leftwich Sinclair jr., presi- 
dent of the firm, ran a full-page 
ad in Washington papers, an- 
nouncing: “Haley’s will be 
closed tomorrow afternoon—Not 
because some died, but that 
someone might live.” 
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Whether you know it or not, the 
best news you and I have had 


since last elections is the assur- | 


sort of a pay-as- 
will be in effect 
before March 15. 
Even the Presi- 
dent realizes that 
RUML PLAN! he cannot buck 

the Congressional 
tide which is demanding some 
change in our income tax this year. 
I hope you are one of those who 
heard on the radio “People’s Plat- 
form,” the discussion on the Ruml 
Plan with none other than its 
originator, Beardsley Ruml, as the 
man being interviewed. He sold 
me, as I hope he did a good many 
other millions of Americans, who 
today face the same trials and 
tribulations. 


ance that some 
we-go tax plan 


LET’S GET 
BEHIND THE 


* 


The Rum! Plan, believe it or not, 
will (1) lift your last year’s income 
tax debt to Uncle Sam right off 
your shoulders, (2) yet the U. S. 





OUR PLEDGE 


One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automolive industry as 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value.—(AN 6-10-1933). 


AUIFQOMOTIVE 
a A 


‘Know How’ Versus Theory 


UDGING from news releases, Washington is tackling 
our manpower shortage problem from every angle 
except that of investigating what can be done to increase 
production by and with the workers now employed in our 
war plants and with the machine tools now in operation. 


AUTOMOTIVE NEws, further probing into the increased 
production that could be gained by a return to the incentive 
plan of paying industrial workers, finds that the estimates 
of assured increases in production given us by those who 
still retain the incentive plan in their shops, is invariably 
higher than those given us by those who gave up the 
plan for the straight hour rate. 

Those manufacturers, who retain the incentive plan, 
almost universally report that their experience under present 
production conditions proves to them that they would lose 


at least 50 percent effectiveness if they were on the straight | 
These manufacturers also report an average) 


hour rate. 
lower absenteeism in their plants. 

Isn’t the experience and years of “know how” of these 
men who set the standard of high pay for the automotive 
industry worth listening to in this country’s hour of great 
manpower need? 
“know how” always be disregarded until the theorists and 


“pressure groups” have muddled the issue beyond correction? | 


Rubber’s Third Dimension 


c begins to appear that there is a third dimension in the 
rubber controversy which may in the end have more 
effect on keeping the 30 million motor vehicles rolling than 
either the shortage of crude rubber or the rationing of 
Victory tires and recaps. We refer to the mileage still left 
in the tires now on cars and trucks. No one knows how 
much actual mileage they are still good for. Goodyear has 
touched on this theme in recent advertising, in which it is 


illustrating long tire mileage records which are nominated 


for the “Hall of Fame.” 

The Auto Club of Michigan recently released records 
of entire sets of owner’s tires which have done from 50,000 
to 57,000 miles and, as one owner, says: “I have four 
6.50 x 16’s on my Olds that have gone 57,000 miles and 
still have good treads. They have a few flat spots and 
are a little out of shape, but I expect still to get from 
10,000 to 15,000 miles out of them. I drive 30 miles 
daily, to and from work.” 


Driven at 35 miles an hour, regularly inspected and_| 
cared for as every wise driver is doing today, we are sure 


to see some mileage records set up in the months and 
years to come which will amaze even the manufacturers) 
who built these tires. On this basis, there seems no reason | 
to doubt that the rubker on our motor vehicles today will| 
last until an ample supply of the synthetic materials suffi-| 
cient for both military and civilian needs is available. | 


Or must the advice of men with the) 


Treasury will not be out one penny 
of revenue this year. It is com- 
pletely a bookkeeping operation so 
far as the government is concerned, 
and is just as simple as setting the 
clocks of the nation ahead one 
hour. As far as I can see, it af- 
fects rich and poor alike and only 
those who had an extraordinary 
profit in ’42 and a lowered income 
in ’43 could profit by this plan, and 
actually upon the death of this 
exceptional individual, Uncle Sam 
would be right behind the mourn- 
ers ready to collect, not an income, 
but an inheritance tax. So there 
you are! 
* 
As I pointed out in the column a 
few weeks ago, no One paid much 
attention to the first income tax 
return in 1913 when it started be- 
cause it was only $70 on a $10,000 
net, but by this year it has grown 
to $2,152 on the same $10,000 net. 
You figure out what percentage of 
increase that is—I’ve lost my slide 
rule! The friends of the Rum! Plan 
claim that income tax collection 
has always been on the wrong 
basis because it left the citizens of 
the United States always in debt 
to their government and always 
paying for a dead horse. 
* * * 


The operation of the Ruml Plan 
is so simple that even I can at- 
| tempt to explain it. You would file 
|an individual return on March 15 
|exactly as you must do now and 
on the same blank. You would 
make the same payment March 15 
and also in the next three quarters. 
At the end of 1943, if your income 
had been more than in 1942, you 
| would then in 1944 be put on the 
1943 basis. If your income was less 
|in 1943 than in 1942, you would 
have overpaid the government and 
thus be entitled to a credit on your 
next tax return. The Treasury 
| would thus be in receipt of the 
| Same amount of money at the end 
| of each quarter in 1943, but every 
| man who paid his quarterly assess- 
|ments could, on that day, look 
Uncle Sam in the face and say 
“Mister, you and I are square until 
| the end of the next quarter!” 
| * * * 


| We have all experienced or 
| know of examples of men tossed 
out of their jobs in the new year, 
who were still indebted to the gov- 
;ernment for their past year’s in- 
| come. This is a hardship which no 
| taxpayer should be _ forced to 
| undergo and, according to friends 
of the Rum! Plan, there is no ex- 
cuse for deliberately making every 
good citizen of a democracy a con- 
| stant debtor to his government. It 
| is not the American way. The aver- 
age American likes to pay as he 
goes and, although we are great 
installment buyers, we are collec- 


* * 





| tively the best credit risks in the 


world. 


* * * 


Perhaps I should have made it 
clear earlier in this column that 
the Ruml Plan affects only the 
returns of individuals and does not 
effect corporation returns. I as- 





Off On Right Foot 


N assuming his new role as OPA chief, ex-Senator Prentiss | 
Brown got off on the right foot by declaring that “I 
will do my utmost to alleviate, so far as I am able, the! 
hardships we all must suffer.” His past record of saneness| 
would bear out his initial statement. 


| that 


sume that the Treasury believes 
that the average corporation is so 
capitalized that it automatically 
provides from its current earnings 
for the tax obligation it is build- 
ing. We in Detroit are perhaps 
particularly conscious of the fact 
tens of thousands of our 
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ITS GOING TO 
HURT SOME, BUT WE 
WILL BE AS GENTLE 

AS POSSIBLE / 


The New Dentist Takes Over 


dor do baas © eer eters 


Poinier in Detroit Free Ppgs 


‘More Than You Say .. - 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 


Anonymous contributions wiil not be accepted but confidence 


be observed upon request. 


Recruiting 

I have just read, with much in- 
terest and appreciation, John 
Munn’s column in the Dec. 28 
issue of Automotive News. Natur- 
ally, I am proud of the outstand- 
ing record made by the members 
of the Tennessee Affiliated Ord- 
nance Recruiting Committee. I 
have never been associated with a 
group who so willingly and whole- 
heartedly undertook a difficult as- 
signment and carried it through 
to the successful conclusion now 
reflected by Maj. Herman Goodin’s 
records, without regard to personal 
sacrifices, financial or otherwise. 


Munn’s statement as to Ten- 
nessee’s accomplishments was true 
in October. However, since that 
date, we have raised an additional 
battalion, making our final score 
two battalions and two unattached 
companies rather than one battal- 
ion and two companies as indi- 
cated by you. Furthermore, the 
name of Dan M. Connelly of Chat- 
tanooga, who did a grand job, was 
inadvertently omitted from the list 
of the members of our state com- 
mittee. 


Since Munn was kind enough to 
publicize Tennessee’s activities in 
connection with the Affiliated Ord- 
nance Units, I hope you may con- 
sider it only fair to correct your 
statement in the next issue of 
Automotive News so that your 
readers may be acquainted with 
the final results obtained. The 
members of the committee are en- 
titled to full credit for the fine 
results, in spite of the fact that 
Tennessee is traditionally known 
as the “Volunteer State.” I merely 
served as chairman of the com- 


workers who, this year for the first 
time, will pay sizeable income 
taxes, can do so out of their cur- 
rent earnings. However if asked to 
pay on last year’s income, all we 
are doing is postponing the fate- 
ful day when, after the war, we 
find the majority of these highly- 
paid laborers unable to meet the 
government debt which hangs over 
them, because probably it will have 
gone into increased living expense, 
better living, doctor bills and what 
not. It just isn’t in the cards that 
the average Detroit laborer, thrown 
out of a job today or tomorrow, 
could pay his 1942 income tax. 
Let’s get behind this Ruml Plan 
and put it across!—G.MLS. 


will 


mittee; they actually did the wou 
—Emmett S. Newton, Newton 
Chevrolet, Chattanooga, Tenn. g 


Sales to RFC : 

A leading dealer here (Atla - 
who is negotiating for a new lease 
has called our attention to ,the 
following in the Dec. 14 issua@pm 
Automotive News under the head- 
ing “250,000 cars to be left 4 
rationing in 1943;” “Larson Saf 
that dealers had no need to worry 
that all frozen cars won’t be gig 
before July 1, 1943, deadline when ™ 
RFC must buy up remaining cars.” 

In the Jan. 4 issue of Automo 
News appears this statement: 

“A determining factor in such a 
contemplated increase is the 
that, with 1942 past, dealers will be 
more inclined to push new-rar 
sales to escape sale of frozen 
hicles to RFC next July 1.” 

What this dealer wants to 
is this: Will a dealer be 
pelled to sell his remaining cars 
to the RFC on July 1, 1943? Ifggao 
he, of course, does not wan 0 
rent a building for the sale of new 
cars but one which he can 
largely as a service station.—L. 
Austin, secretary, Georgia Auto- 
mobile Dealers’ Assn., Atlanta. 

Epitor’s Note: Automotive News 
is sorry its story was misunde 
stood. There is no provision 
the Murray-Patman Act which 
states that dealers must sell the: 
frozen cars to RFC next Jul 

The Act says dealers may sell 

them after July 1, 1948, 

whether they do or not is up 

the dealers themselves to decide. 


— 


ee 


Mechanics 

Thank you very much for far- 
warding to us a copy of “Ho om 
Maintain an Adequate Wartime 
Service Staff. This booklet 
been read very carefully by Bet 
the writer and our president, Mr. 4 
Fisher, and we both agree it ¢ 
tains some very potent and hetp- 
ful information. 

We, of course, like every of 
automobile shop, have felt the un- 
steady flow of mechanics, altho 
at the present time things 
pretty well under control; as a 
matter of fact, now that there 18°% 
no more pleasure riding, if B 
ness should start dropping off as | 
a result of it, we would not bgvé 
any more headaches at the pres 
moment.—Clarence R. Schuyler, 
vice-president, Fisher Cadij 
Corp., Newark, N. J. 


‘a 


a 
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The circulation of The American 
Magazine reached an all-time high with 
the December, 1942 issue which 
climaxed an over-all two year gain 
with an estimated total net paid of... 


 LMO, 


This December issue also represents 
a tremendous gain in single copy sales 
which reached a new high of more than 


850,000 


The big job this magazine has done 


The Crowell-Collier Publishing Company, 250 Park Avenue, New York City 


during the past two years—reporting 
the other big jobs being done in this 
country—makes this magazine interest 
more of “the people who give a damn” 
every month. Makes The American 
Magazine stand out as a major medium 
for today’s advertising needs! 


IN THE SERVICE OF THE NATION 


MAGAZINE 
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Breokings Report Cited... 


Nugent Plan Vetoed 
By NADA Board 


(Continued from Page 1) 


near future at a DADA meeting. 
Ray Chamberlain, executive 
vice-president, reported that 
the association’s membership had 
dropped 31 percent in 1942, from 
16,382 to 11,308, due mostly to the 
decline in service memberships. 
Chamberlain also reported that 
present operating expense of 
the association is running about 
$1,500 per month under the month- 
ly budget of $23,758.16 established 
in April, 1942. 
Directors were also told by 
Chamberlain that he expects 
within a few days a favorable re- 
port from OPA on the assigning 
of tires to used cars in dealer 
hands. ’ 

In reviewing 1942 and looking 
ahead, Charles W. Bishop, NADA’s 
legal counsel, noted that “1942 was 
an extensive year, a pioneer period 

se when the big 
problems had 
their broad out- 
lines sketched in. 
It was a year for 
the establishment 
of the major reg- 
ulations under 


rors, elaboration of present orders 
to provide for overlooked situations. 

“It will be a year of tightening 
up the present regulations, plug- 
ging loopholes and making excep- 
tions for hardship situations. In 
my opinion, the most important 
job facing NADA is to insure the 
workout of the Murray-Patman 
Act. ... It is becoming clear as 
the weeks and months pass that 
there are likely to be quite a sub- 
stantial number of automobiles 
remaining in dealers’ hands on 
July 1. 

“Some well-informed men at 
OPA believe there will be as 
many as 150,000. Although the 
rationing authorities at OPA 
have not yet announced their 
policy regarding the release of 
pool cars, it is quite likely that 
some small reserve of new cars 
will be maintained for needs 
arising the latter part of this 
year and next year. This will be 
@ disaster pool of probably not 
over 10,000 cars to be drawn on 
to replace government, police 
and other vital cars lost in dis- 
asters such as fires, floods or 
bombings. 

“It may well be that the chance 
of a great many automobile dealers 


‘| surviving will depend upon the de- 


Chamberlain 


which automobile 
dealers are going 
to have to oper- 
ate for the dura- 
tion. 

“1943 will be an 
intensive year in Bishop 
which our efforts 
will be devoted to filling in the de- 
tails of the programs established 
last year,” Bishop said. “It will be 
a year of refinement of details, cor- 
rection of inconsistencies and er- 


30 Dealers Get 
Merit Awards 


For Recruiting 


CINCINNATI. — Presentation of 
certificates of merit for work in 
connection with recruiting of me- 
chanics for the Army Ordnance 
department, was a feature of the 
NADA directors’ luncheon meeting 
here Tuesday. About 30 certificates 
were awarded by Col. E. Wingate 
Reed, of the Ordnance department. 

The certificates were signed by 
Col. Reed and Maj. Gen. A. H. 
Campbell jr., Chief of Ordnance. 

In response to an introduction 
by Lieut. Col. Herman Goodin, first 
vice-president of NADA, Col. Reed 
paid high tribute to the automo- 
bile dealers who have aided in re- 
cruiting the 32,000 maintenance 
men and 1,400 officers now in the 
Ordnance department: He said 
they are scattered throughout the 
world and excellent reports of their 
work are coming in. 

The certificates bore this word-+ 


ing: ; 

“Chief of Ordnance, Army of the 
USA of America. 

“Greetings: Know ye, that I 
have caused this certificate to be 

in the 
in special recogni- 
tion of the service rendered by 
him voluntarily and without hope 
of remuneration in the formation 
of Ordnance affiliated units be- 
tween March 14 and Dec. 15 in the 
year of 1942. Without the active 
aid of such patriotic citizens, the 
task would have been insurmount- 
able. This certificate is but a token 
of recognition and gratitude. The 
real award for such service will 
be the America made possible in 
no small part by the valiant work 
of the officer and soldier special- 
ists he secured for the Ordnance 
department. 

“Done in the city of Washington 
this 3lst day of December in the 
year of our Lord, 1942.” 

Directors presented, through 
Clell Forsythe, of Syracuse, N. Y., 
a solid gold watch and solid silver 
identification tag to Col. Goodin, 
who headed NADA’s recruiting. 
The watch was inscribed, “For 
meritorious service.” 


tails of the plan to be adopted by 
RFC for carrying out the provi- 
sions of this law in July. . . . The 
manner of distribution of the re- 
maining new cars after July 1 is 
of paramount importance to dealers 
and it is vital that the Executive 
Committee or some other commit- 
tee undertake immediately to study 
this problem and to determine the 
plan of purchase and distribution 
which will be in the dealers’ best 
interest, with full consideration be- 
ing given to proper protection to 
RFC. I am convinced that RFC 
would welcome the presentation by 
NADA of a proposed plan and I 
am confident that if the plan gives 
to RFC the protection to which it 
is entitled that it will be favorably 
received. 

“Another phase of the problem 
which needs careful study and 
careful attention is with refer- 
ence to the fixing of the fair 
retail price by the price adminis- 
trator, The appointment of Pren- 
tiss Brown as price administra- 
tor has clarified this problem 
considerably, since Senator 
Brown managed the Murray Bill 
in the Senate and stated very 
clearly on the floor of the Senate 
that the fair retail price to be 
fixed by the price administrator 
was, in the intention of the Sen- 
ate, Price Schedule 85 including 
the 1 percent per month, This 
was so clearly understood by 
Senator Brown and he Was 80 
convinced of the propriety of 
such an interpretation that it 
would be inconceivable that, as 
price administrator, he would re- 
verse his position. 

“Furthermore, the ultimate dis- 
tribution of these new cars depends 
in large part on whether the Office 
of Price Administration will per- 


At NADA‘Meeting . . . 


Brookings Institute 
Attacks Nugent ~ 


Plan as Harmful 


CINCINNATI.—The Nugep 
plan, designed to launch a na 
wide plan of pre-payment for post- 
war purchases, was sharply c 
cized last week by Harold G. Moul- 
ton, president of the Brookings Ij 
stitute, Washington. : 

Moulton’s criticisms were a part 
of a report made to the Natioy 


,| Automobile Dealers Assn., whose 


IN HONOR of Lieut. Col. Herman Goodin, first vice-president of National 
Automobile Dealers Assn. who directed the recruiting of NADA maintenance 
battalions for Army Ordnance, a luncheon was held last week during NADA’s 
directors meeting in Cincinnati. Lieut. Col. Goodin was presented a solid gold 
watch by C. S. Forsythe of Syracuse, N. Y., in behalf of NADA directors. 

ead table were, left right, Dave Castles, reelected president of 
NADA; Lieut. Col. Goodin; Homer Toms, president of Cincinnati Automobile 
Dealers Assn.; W. L. Hughson, NADA vice-president from San Francisco, 
and J. Clifford Ware, treasurer of Kentucky Automobile Dealers Assn. 


ALSO AT THE HEADTABLE at the luncheon honoring Lieut. Col. Goodin 
were, left to right, Arthur Center, retiring secretary of NADA; Cap Williamson, 
manager of Texas Automobile Dealers Assn. and member of the Texas 
legislature; Harry Bell, Ss of Ohio dealers association; Lynn Snow, 
retiring treasurer of NADA, and Col. E. Wingate Reed, Ordnance department. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE of NADA met prior to the directors’ session 
in Cincinnati last week. Front row, left to right, Arthur Center, NADA 
secretary; Lieut. Col. Herman Goodin, first vice-president; Ray Chamberlain, 
executive vice-president; Dave Castles, president (reelectd); and Lynn Snow, 
treasurer. row, left to right, Stanley Horner of Washington; Bill 
Mallon of Newark; Charles W. Bishop, legal counsel; L. Clare Cargile of 
Texarkana, Ark., and Jack Beatty of Denver. 


NEW TREASURER of NADA is C. B. Robertson jr. (left), of Richmond, Va. 
Other directors of the association attending the meeting were, left to right, 
R. L. Ledterman of Tulsa, Okla.; Arthur Summerfield of Flint, Mich., 
and C. 8. Forsythe, of Syracuse, N. Y. 


directors later disapproved the 
program. 
High points of Moulton’s report 
follow: 4 
The plan would be of no gre@ 
assistance in post-war read- 
justments and might be harmf 
This connection is based on Moul- 
ton’s theory that there will be 
plenty of demand for durable cd 
sumer goods after the war, pro- 
vided the goods are offered ongs 
sound price basis. Nugent’s thed 
is that something must be done be- 
fore the peace in order to sim 
late the sale of durable goods aff 
the war. 
The plan would not be ess 
tial for financing the 
and restraining the growth of 
public debt. In fact, the plan 
conceived would “work against the 
best interests of the Treasury ¢ 
at the end of war leave us with 
larger public debt.” 
Moulton’ seriously questi 
whether the plan would prove 
administratively feasible. He par- 
ticularly insists that the conte 
plated sale of durable goods cer- 
tificates by sales finance compa> 
ies, telephone, gas and other puk 
utilities, the Treasury and Federal 
Reserve banks would not be wo 
able. In all probability, he sa 
only the sales finance companies 
and Federal Reserve Banks wo 
welcome the plan. The othe 
groups, Moulton declared, already 
are overburdened with work. 


Pointing out that with an aver- 
age installment of as much as $5f4 


the raising of $6 billions would Poa 


quire 12 million individual record- 
ings, Moulton terms 
“stupendous.” 


The Nugent plan has been under 
consideration by the National 
tomobile Dealers Assn. for several 
months. The author, Rolfe Nugert, 


the —_ 


former automobile rationing hage™ 


appeared before NADA directors 
to answer questions regarding Jis 
plan. It has been endorsed by & 
OPA superior and long-time friend, 
Leon Henderson. Secretary M 
genthau has been critical of 
tain parts of the plan. 


Inspections , 


(Continued from Page 1) 


wheel alignment and bala: 
Wheels that toe out or toe in or 
shimmy are particularly hard 
tires. 

“So much now is at stake in 
this country and motor transpo: 
tion is so vital to the war efft 
and to a sound domestic economy 
that this point of proper tire 


"| spection should receive closer at- 
-|tention from government officials 


mit the 1 percent to accrue after r 


July 1. At the present time, there 
is no time limit specified in Price 
Schedule 85 so that if it is not 
amended, increment will continue 
to accrue. This will require consid- 
eration in making recommenda- 
tions to RFC and OPA,” Bishop 
said. 

Disapproval of the urgent plan 
followed several months considera- 
tion of it by association officials. 
Dr. Nugent, author of the plan and 
close personal friend of Leon Hen- 
derson, appeared personally before 
the board and urged adoption of 
his program. Henderson had previ- 
ously approved it. Secretary Mor- 
genthau has disapproved the plan 
in an unamended form, but Nu- 
gent felt that he had met the Sec- 
retary’s Objections by revisions. 

The sales plan would have been 
government sponsored, but sales 
of certificates, cashable at 10 per- 
cent discount after the war, would 
have been carried on both by pub- 
lic and private agencies. 


It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive news— 
better renew ! 


HOSTS TO NADA at annual session. Left to right, Homer Toms, president 
of Cincinnati Automobile Dealers Assn.; Cliff Ware, treasurer, Kentucky Auto 
Dealers Assn.; Gus Kirsben, director of CADA; Harry Bell, president of Ohio 
Auto Dealers Assn.; Al Pety, director of CADA; Tom Sntner, 
CADA, and Walter Hammer, ex-secretary of Ohio association. 


director of 


AMONG DIRECTORS attending the NADA meeting last week were, left to 
right, W. 8S. Edwards jr., Birmingham, Ala.; Turner Summers of Kentucky; 
Cc rles C. Freed of Salt Lake City; and Ed Hammer of Sheridan, Wyo. 


than now seems to be the case! 


Traffic Volume Off 27@ 


In N. Y.-N. J. Area 


NEW YORK.—Reflecting 
large volume of essential motor 
vehicle traffic moving in the Nay 
York-New Jersey area, the 
of New York Authority has re- 
vealed that a total of 25,009 
vehicles used its bridge and turffel - 
crossings last year, compared with 
a peak volume of 30,600,567 in 1¢ 
Revenues from tolls last par 
amounted to $14,445,828, a decline 
of 15.3 percent from the pre 
ing year. 

Frank C. Ferguson, chairman.of 
the Port Authority, cautioue 
against drawing hasty conclusions 
from the total 1942 figures, poiat- 
ing out that gasoline rationing Wes 
not introduced until May 15. In the 
7% month rationing period theg@@e- 
cline in traffic was 27.6 perc 
compared with a loss of only 18.3 
percent for the whole year. 


All Wars End! There'll be Cars 
Trucks and Tires to sell again 


and 
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In the Service of 


VICTORY 


Mo than 70 different kinds of 
Goodyear-built products are 
now being manufactured and supplied 
— in quantity — to the armed forces 
of the United Nations. 


Most of these products are of a secret 
nature. But the list includes such im- 
portant equipment as—The Corsair, 
swiftest carrier-borne fighter airplane 
in the world, as well as squadrons of 
airships for U-boat patrol. Also, life 
rafts, bullet-puncture-sealing gasoline 
tanks, and wing, tail, cabin and 


fuselage subassemblies, and control 


' 


* . 


surfaces, in addition to tires, wheels 


and brakes. 


Two other contributions, not men- 
tioned in any list, are Goodyear’s expe- 
rience and ingenuity—the matchless 
experience gained in becoming ‘‘the 
greatest name in rubber’’—and the in- 
genuity capable of adapting proved 
methods to meet new and changed 


conditions. 


When the Victory is won, a grateful 
world will be glad to forget today’s war- 
time products—but the Peace will be 


the richer for the new knowledge gained. 


GOODFYEAR 


THE GREATEST NAME 


IN RUBBER 
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Service Volume Holds Up. 


Used Cars Hit Worst 
By Pleasure Ban 


(Continued from Page 1) 


sult of the driving restrictions and 
weather, dealers for the most part 
have all the repair work they can 
handle. This is due to the fact that, 
with the manpower shortage, shops 
are kept humming taking care of 
the thousands of extra-mileage 
ears whose principal operations 
are not affected by the pleasure- 
driving ban. 

Following are reports from 
Automotive News correspondents 
in the Eastern areas: 

* * * 


Service Volume Holds 


In Eastern Penn. 

HARRISBURG, Pa.—Automobile 
dealers in this area have felt no 
immediate loss of service business 
because of the OPA’s ban on 
pleasure driving. 

In fact, most of the service shops 
of dealers of popular low-priced 
cars are scheduled with several 
weeks’ work in advance. Prefer- 
ence is being given to truck repair 
to turn out the essential repair 
jobs first. . 

Dealers in lines not producing 
trucks, however, do not have the 
same rush of business, but are kept 
going by normal repairs, they re- 
ort. 

PThe pleasure driving ban hit 
used car sales hard in this region. 
but dealers expect the business will 
gradually recover from this blow. 
and point out that January nor- 
mally is a slack month for used 
cars here. New car sales are not 
particularly affected. 

* * * 


-Still Plenty of Service 


Work in Portland 

PORTLAND, Me.—The ban on 
pleasure driving apparently has 
had definite effect here on the 
ordinary motorist, many of whom 
have put their cars in storage for 
the duration. This is most apparent 
in night driving. But there still re- 
main hordes of defense workers 
traveling by automobile, who keep 
service shops busy. 

Representative of dealer com- 
ment were these: i 

Kenneth N. Hillman, proprietor 
of Hillman’s Auto Electric and 
Radio Service: 

“There is no question that the 
pleasure driving ban has affected 
driving here. Our winter storage 
(of batteries) is increasing every 
day and we are advising owners 
to store their batteries in cellars. 

“We are busy with service work 
and can’t handle all the defense 
work that comes to us but the 
main reason we are busy is be- 
cause this is a defense area. We 
believe, however, that the govern- 
ment should give this business 
some cooperation on manpower.” 

Arthur Couri, Couri Motor Co., 
sales and service: 

“Our service business is not bad; 
we do a lot of work on commercial 
vehicles and our service crew is 
the largest we ever had. New car 
sales appear to be about normal, 
but used car sales are off a great 
deal. 

“The used car market situation 
offers another problem. A lot of 
people would like to trade in their 
old cars in the lower price field 
but because the market for resale 
is so curtailed we can’t handle 
them to any extent. Such a resale 
market is further restricted by the 
fact that the armed services now 
have taken many young men who 
normally would be in the market 
for low priced used cars.” 

* * ae 


Boston Car Sales Off 


But Service Okay 
BOSTON.—Four important fac- 

tors have caused used car sales 

to drop off in Eastern Massachu- 


WPB Bans Production 


Of Harmful Anti-Freeze 


WASHINGTON. — Acting on 
widespread complaints from 
motorists and truck operators, 
WPB has prohibited the manu- 
facture of antifreeze solutions 
compounded with inorganic salts 
or petroleum distillates. 


setts beginning just before the 
holidays. They are the dimout re- 
strictions; weather; holiday season 
and the ban on pleasure driving. 

The dimout regulations began 
some months ago. That automatic- 
ally ended all used car business at 
night. When they first went into 
effect some of the dealers tried 
keeping open at night, but they 
found it was a failure. 

Then there was the holiday 
season in which people were run- 
ning around madly to buy presents. 
They had the money to spend and 
were not bothered about buying 
cars. 

Then Boston had the _ worst 
stretch of weather in years. There 
were few days when the sun was 
out. The thermometer dropped to 
zero for a week. It has kept down 
to the freezing point since. And 
when there was no snow there 
would be rain or a drizzle. Driving 
and walking was dangerous. 

Finally came the ban on pleasure 
driving. That made motorists jit- 
tery. Many decided not to register 
their cars, and others who had 
done so went to the registry and 
cancelled registrations. In Decem- 
ber (1941) 11,992 cars were reg- 
istered. Last December the num- 
ber was 4,456. Trucks dropped 
from 1,495 to 790. 

Dealers say it is too early to 
pin the drop in sales within the 
past two weeks to the ban on 
pleasure driving, but it will affect 
them later. They say there has 
always been a seasonable drop in 
used car sales around the holiday 
season, but the other factors have 
accentuated it. There has not been 
any rush by owners to try to sell 
their cars. And the dealers are 
buying all the cars that are offered 
if they are in fairly good shape. 

Meanwhile, dealers are not 
alarmed at the present situation. 
They believe that in the spring re- 
strictions will be lifted when the 
demand for heating oil drops. Then 
the used car sales will pick up be- 
cause many war workers will be 
seeking new and used cars because 
of the higher wages, and want to 
get newer models, they say. Dealers 
have been concentrating on sales 
of new cars to those in the pri- 
ority class and results have been 
good. 

There has not been any serious 
drop in service work. For some 
months it has been at a peak, due 
to shortage of manpower in some 
cases, and it will give a chance 
to catch up on repairs. At times 
motorists have been turned away 
as there was not room for more 
cars. 

cK * * 


Pleasure-Ban’s Effects 


Vary in Baltimore 

BALTIMORE.—(UTPS) — Balti- 
more auto dealers ran the mental 
gamut from abject pessimism to 
unshakable confidence in the fu- 
ture of their business, when asked 
to describe the effect of the 
pleasure-driving ban on sales and 
service. 

P. R. Clements, Clements Motors, 
Inc., reports gas sales down 75 
percent during the past 10 days. 
On the sale of car service, the de- 
crease is not as noticeable. 


Albert C. Hazelip, president of 
D. S. and D. Motors, said “I haven’t 
seen any difference in used car 
sales since the ban, About 98 per- 
cent of our work is direct servic- 
ing of defense workers’ cars. That 
operation we are still maintain- 
ing.” 

W. T. Harrison, of Eaton Street 
Auto Sales Co., flatly stated that, 
since the ban, he hasn’t had a real 
customer. Before it he said he “was 
turning seven to 15 used cars a 
week.” 

Albert Bruns, of Maryland- 
Willys Co., has noted a 25 percent 
cut in sales of new and used cars. 

Douglas Newton, of Young and 
Newton, Inc., sells gas, parts, 
lubrication and has complete facili- 
ties for servicing Chrysler and 
Plymouth. His remarks on the ban 
were as follows: “Every time a 
scare story, like that of the ban, 
comes out, it costs a dealer several 

(Continued on Page 16, Col. 1) 


SAE Banquet Guests . 


—Courtesy Detroit Free Press 


NEW PRESIDENT and past heads of the Society of Automotive Engineers. 


Ri 
SAE’s new president, who took 


ident of Marmon-Herrington. 
ais an’ Fent ‘Aeronautical Corp., who was president of SAE in 
and who has been made a life member. 


) 
vice-president of Wr 


ght 
1941 


h ice-president of engineering for Vega Aircraft 
e sow neaetiede, wae over ae reigns held in 


Corp., 
1942 oy . ° 
At left is Arthur Nutt, 


E. W. AUSTIN, Timken Roller Bearing Co. and Detroit SAE section chief, 


Geo. W. Mason, president, Nash-Kelvinator ae 
caught just before the call came to put on the 


ARCH T. COLWELL, 


vice-president, 
president of the SAE, talks over this year’s program with O. 


and Carl Breer of Chrysler, 
feed bags. 


Thompson Products, _and an ex- 


E. Hunt, vice- 


president of engineering, General Motors Corp., just prior to the banquet 


at this year’s meeting. 


. THERSPOON, in charge of Naval Ordnance, Detroit district, and 
aE. Hutehloon. vice-president, Chrysler Corp., also attended the SAE banquet. 


Cadillaec’s Field 
Men Ponder 


Postwar Picture 


DETROIT. — Postwar problems 
as they appear to the automobile 
sales manager, the service man- 
ager and the advertising manager 
were discussed before Cadillac’s 
field staff last week. 

At the session presided over by 
D. E. Ahrens, general sales man- 
ager, R. L. Rickenbaugh, merchan- 
dising manager, told the group that 


New Car Sales Steady, 
Used Sales Off in Akron 


AKRON.—New automobile sales 
in Summit County for the week 
ended Jan. 14 totaled nine, the 
same as in the previous week, it 
is reported by Akron District Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. A year ago 
new car sales were listed at 276. 


Used cars slumped last week to 


;91, compared with 107 the previous 


week, and 391 the same week in 
1941. 


salesmanship and sales manage- 
ment must lead the way to a re- 
turn to pre-war living standards. 
He weighed both the positive and 
negative factors that business or- 
ganizations will encounter after 
the war. Among the former he 
listed the pentup purchasing power 
and the large automobile replace- 
ment market. 

C. H. Betts, assistant merchan- 
dising manager, described how the 
company has mapped 1943 appro- 
priations with the aim of keeping 
alive the Cadillac name. Loss of 
public contact with the tradename, 
he said, would be a disastrous con- 
sequence of failure to maintain a 
consistent, long-range program. 

Possibilities of improving dis- 
tributor and dealer financial posi- 
tions were emphasized by J. M. 
Roche, business management man- 
ager. 

Other speakers in the sessions 
that followed an _ inspection of 
Cadillac’s war production by dis- 
trict sales and service representa- 
tives included J, W. Dunivan, dis- 
tribution manager; E. T. Smith, 
organizational manager; G. W. 
Otto, assistant general service man- 
ager; and Claude Read, parts 
manager. 


Buick Dealers 
Collect 10,000 
Tons of Scrap 


FLINT.—Ten thousand tons q 
scrap have been salvaged by the 
Buick dealer organization in the 
first six months of a continuiz 
dealer scrap campaign, it was an- 
nounced by W. F. Hufstader, Buic 
general sales manager. 


Inaugurated in July, the drive 
has gained momentum, Hufstade 
said, with scrap collections during 
December being the highest for any 
month since the campaign g 
under way and featured by thé 
widest participation by members 
of the dealer organization. 


Included in the total are more 
than 3,000 junked automobile 
which account for about half’ th 
tonnage, while other material salv- 
aged by the dealers through sp 
cial campaigns and other meant 
has totaled in excess of 10,000,000 
pounds of iron and steel, non fe 
rous metals, rubber and the lf 


Approximately 85 percent of thg 
collection consisted of iron ag 
steel, including quantities of critic- 
ally needed alloy steels, while it 
estimated more than 700 tons 
rubber have been turned in Huf- 
stader said. Non-ferrous mete 
including such critical material’ 
as copper, zinc, lead, chrome and 
the like, amounted to in excess 
661,000 pounds excluding suc 
metals salvaged from the junkeg 
automobiles. 


Rural Traffic 


Decline Varies 


WASHINGTON. — Rural traffic 
in 16 gas-rationed states dropped 
41 percent in November from t 
volume of November, 1941, whereas 
the decrease in 25 unrationed statgg 
was only about half as much, 
Public Roads Administration re- 
ported last week. 


Five hundred “electric eye” trat- 
fic counters in 41 states were util- 
ized in making the count, it 
stated. 


Venezuela Faces Acute 


Transportation Problem 


MARACAIBO, Venezuela’ 
(UTPS)—Scearcity of tires and 
spare parts, which has alrea 
seriously curtailed transportation 
in this oil center, threatens to 
completely paralyze all moto 
movement in this vicinity witht 
the next few months. 


Without trolley or railroad lin®®, 
Maracaibo and its suburbs has for 
20 years depended completely 
trucks, buses and small passeng® 
cars for traffic between the busi- 
ness an dresidential sections, 
for exchanging supplies with fe 
farming regions to the south. Ac- 
cording to officials of the Mo 
Vehicle department, this traffic has 
already been reduced to a third of 
what it was last year. And beca 
of the extra pressure on the re- 
maining vehicles, their tires are not 
expected to last very long. 


Graduated Registration 


Fee Asked in Canada 

MONTREAL.—A graduated : 
istration fee for automobiles, based 
on mileage they are able to coyg 
according to their operators’ gawe- 
line rationing classification; the 
reduction of the age limit 
licensing drivers, and removal™ 
Montreal’s imposts on motorists, 
are among requests that a d 
gation of the Royal Automobile 
Club of Canada is making to Pre- 
mier Adelard Godbout and 
cabinet. 


In asking that automobile reg- 
istration fees be graduated acco@l- 
ing to the mileage for the dura- 
tion of the war, it is pointed 
that it will not only help these 
who are restricted in the use of 
their cars, but will assist in ke 
ing cars in operating order “in 
case Of any transportation emer- 
gency. 


For Postwar Delivery 


WATERTOWN, Wis.—Schaefer Mo- 
tors here is taking in used cars now 
to apply on new car delivery after 
war. Motorists are invited to bie 
in their trade-in and receive a credit 
slip for it or to start now to build 
up a cash deposit on a new car Vv 
Dodge goes into production again. 
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A Case of 
LESS SCRAP MORE FIGHT 





i TPT ITT) 











His sleek and polished example of 
h eatin machining is a propeller 
shaft for a Buick-built Pratt & 
Whitney aircraft engine. 


It used to be cut by slow and painful 
whittling from a forging made from 
a 184-pound bar of steel. 


By changing the forging method, 
Buick found a way to get the same 
results from a steel bar weighing only 
165 pounds. 


Nineteen pounds less material to be 
cut away, 19 pounds less scrap to 
be sent back for remelting, con- 
siderably less expenditure 








of precious machine tools and — 111 
propeller shafts from the same material 
that used to deliver only 100 — in less 
time per shaft! 


The country needs scrap metal—all 
you can dig up. 


It also needs to avoid waste of materials 
in the making of fighting tools. 


So we’ll strike a bargain with you. 


Do your share in ‘‘getting in the 
scrap’’—and we’ll do ours, in this 
and other instances like it, to get the 
utmost ‘‘fight’’ out of the materials 
we work with. 





BUICK oivision oe GENERAL MOTORS 
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WASHINGTON.—A little more 
than half of the 15,755 new passen- 
ger automobiles released under ra- 
tioning during October went to 
workers in war industries, the 
Office of Price Administration re- 
ported last week on the basis of 
preliminary figures for the month. 

This is about in line with the 


Seek ‘Amazons’ 
To Operate 
Capital Buses 


WASHINGTON Strong-arm 
women who’ve done the family 
wash without a muscle pain and 
who’ve driven trucks, will be op- 
erating Washington buses by the 
end of February. Such, at least, are 
local transport plans. 


Capital Transit Co. began train- 
ing them this month. One to two 
months of training is needed before 
turning them loose upon one of 
America’s most congested cities. 


Applications are ‘wanted. Phy- 
sique is important. The company 
prefers huskiness; ages between 25 
and 35 years are desirable. If the 
applicant is married, her chances 
are better. She should be above 5 
feet 4 inches tall and weigh not 
less than 130 pounds. These phy- 
sical aspects are held important, 
inasmuch as the women will work 
during rush hours and have much 
to endure. 

Many applicants are already on 
file—one is a woman of long ex- 
perience in driving a cattle truck 
between West Virginia and Wash- 
ington, whose qualifications placed 
her well out front among the ap- 
plicants. 

The women will work between 
6 a.m, and 10 a.m., and between 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m. They will receive 
87 cents an hour as operator mini- 
mum pay. There is a guaranteed 
$30 a week minimum. 

As for uniforms, trey are de- 
pendent upon material availabili- 
ties. It is planned, however, to in- 
troduce them in dark blue serge 
blouses and such a cap as the op- 
erators now wear. The choice of 
skirts or slacks is being pondered. 


Wright Building Taken 


Over by the Navy 

CHICAGO.—The building and 
most of the equipment of Ben T. 
Wright, Inc. has been taken over 
by the Navy, and operations of the 
firm have been consolidated with 
Wright Motors, Inc., located in 
suburban Evanston. 

In announcing the closing of a 
contract with the Navy, Ben T. 
Wright, president of both firms, 
stated that the building will be 
returned to the company after the 
war. Meanwhile, it is being used 
for purposes of a clearing depot for 
Navy cars and storage of equip- 
ment. Wright, a Ford dealer since 
1916, is also president of the Chi- 
cago Automobile Trade Assn. 


Democracy is the American way of 
life; let’s keep it that way. 
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Half of Rationed Cars 
To War Workers 


experience in September, it was 
pointed out, when war workers got 
50.66 percent of the 21,150 rationing 
certificates issued during that 
month. 

A review of the eligibility classi- 
fications of persons, who received 
rationing certificates in October, 
shows that farmers and others who 
applied for cars to move farm 
produce and supplies were in sec- 
ond place behind war workers. 
They received 13.63 percent of the 
certificates issued. Physicians, sur- 
geons, public health nurses and 
farm veterinarians were third with 
6.2 percent. 


Distribution of the rationing 
certificates issued during October 
among the various classifications of 
eligibles is shown in the following 
table: 


Classification 
Physicians, surgeons, 
nurses, veterinarians. 977 
Ministers of 
religious faith 
Ambulance services.... 
Fire-fighting services... 
Public police services.. 
Health and safety 
Mail services 
Taxi, jitney, 
Transportation for con- 
struction, repairs, etc. 863 
Transportation to war 
industries, etc. ...... 7,953 
Official government 
business 
Moving farm produce 
and supplies 
Traveling salesmen; 
equipment, foods, etc. 
Wholesale delivery 
of newspapers 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


Certificates Percent 
Issued of Total 


6.20 
1.49 
18 
33 
3.24 
-90 


235 
28 
52 

511 

14 


2.07 
2.64 
5.48 
50.48 
6.64 
13.63 
5.56 


-36 
-80 


be edesteus eesece cheese 
Obituaries— 


Dealer James Is Killed 


In Caravan Crash 

DENVER.—Leonard A. James, 
50, president of James Motor Co. 
(Dodge-Plymouth) was killed Jan. 
14 in an automobile crash near 
Wahoo, Neb. He was in a caravan 
bringing a fleet of new cars here 
from Des Moines. 


Also in the party was Roe Emery, 
manager of the Rocky Mountain 
Parks Transportation Co., of which 
the Denver Yellow Cab Co., is an 
affiliate. Eight new cars to be used 
as taxicabs were being brought to 
this city. Mr. James was riding 
with Mrs. Emery, who was driving. 
It is thought that the car being 
towed started to skid and threw 
the car driven by Mrs. Emery in 
front of a car coming the other 
way. There were no witnesses to 
the crash. 


Joseph Englaender 
CINCINNATI. — Joseph Englaender, 
62, chairman of the board of Trailer 
Co. of America, died Jan. 16 after an 
illness of several months. 


John L. Judd 

BOSTON.—John L. Judd, pioneer 
automobile distributor in Boston for 
nearly 40 years, and who raced motor 
cars in the East in the early days, 
died last week at his home in Arling- 
ton, Mass. He established a transpor- 
tation company in Puerto Rico when 
a young man before he came to Boston 
as a dealer. He handled the Jackson, 
Auburn and Romer cars, but his big 
success was with the Smith-Form-a- 
am. selling hundreds in New Eng- 
land. 


All Wars End! There'll be Cars and 
Trucks and Tires to sell again. 


WHEN READERS of Esquire’s Christmas issue discovered an ad offering 
to send a “Mountain Boys’ cartoon to any man in the service anywhere for 


dime, or a 10-cent war savings stamp, dimes and stamps 
7 aeseae. The offer, made by Electric Auto-Lite Co., also included the 


thousands. 


oured in by the 


statement that all dimes and stamps received would be turned over in full 
to the USO; the company itocld paying. the cost of books, envelopes and all 
. Ne 


Above, center, 


mailing charges. 
presents P. 


merchandising division, 
president of USO, 
on the more than 


B. 
with a check for $1,700, representing the first installment 
20,000 dimes and stamps already received. Paul Webb, 


alon, sales manager of the company’s 


right, administrative vice- 


Badger, 


cartoonist and creator of the ‘‘Mountain Boys,” registers approval. 


FIRST CIVILIANS to traverse the last-completed link in the Alcan Highway, 
America’s newest military engineering achievement, were these four engineers, 


who traveled from Fairbanks, Alaska, 


tehorse, Yukon Territory, where 


they are shown above on arrival recently beside the Chevrolet passenger car 


in which they negotiated the trip. 


Ia.; C. G. 
City, and R. C. Henningsen, Harlan, 


Left to right are 
Polk, of the Public - gl Administration; C. 
a. 


F. K. Brown, Sioux City, 
Coykendall, Sioux 


When Is Essential? 


After 31% Years of War, Scotland Still Finds 
Difficulty Rationing Petrol 


GLASGOW.—(UTPS)—The battle 
over the definition of an “essential” 
ear still rages here as those un- 
fortunate enough to have lost their 
petrol ration—through failure to 
show legitimate cause for owning 
an “essential” car—attack the more 
fortunate who have been granted 
official] blessing on the use of their 
ears for business and national 
purposes. 

That there is still very consider- 
able misuse of petrol is known 
and admitted by all involved, but 
the problem is how this unpatriotic 
percentage can be weeded from 
among the legitimate owners. 

One Edinburgh critic asks that 
the definition of “essential” be that 
it is a car used only and entirely 
for winning the war. Based on 
that definition the war should be 
won this week, he comments, to 
judge by the large number of so- 
called “war winning” cars still run- 
ning. It is however doubtful, he 
adds, whether one in 10 is so in- 
volved, that the petroleum officers 
are being bluffed, and he asks 
whether the officers are properly 
constituted or capable of checking 
the aplications.p 

Among points raised are the 
fact that, while it is impossible 
to get a transport driver for love 
or money, there are still very 
many chauffeurs driving purely 
private cars, and it is still pos- 
sible to use a taxi for shopping 
in the city or a jaunt on any 
route served by a bus. 

The government is now reported 
to have withdrawn cars from 
highly-placed officials doing 100 
percent war work traveling from 
war factory to war factory and 
have justified this by stating that 
“petrol is more valuable than Time” 
which means in effect that such 
highly-placed and responsible men 
now spend a large part of their 
time, at the public’s expense, wait- 
ing for buses or other transport 
and take a week to do the same 
amount of work as was done in 
two to three days by car. 

The Edinburgh critic demands 
that the “essential” cars be again 
reviewed and only those which are 
aboslutely vital be permitted to 
run. The others, irrespective of 
who the owners are, must be clear- 

ed off the road, he says. 

The battle has been taken up by 
other critics. One in Glasgow 
quotes typical examples, when he 
tells of a car which once weekly 
draws up at a golf course to allow 
four men an afternoon at golf; an- 
other case at golf courses within 
a short distance of the city showed 
two players, each having arrived 
in his own large car. Stil] another 
quote is of a man who regularly 
does his shopping by car, taking 
his wife on such trips. 

Another drive in this campaign 
is at the commercial traveler who 
still runs his car. Owners of 
laid-up cars urge that it is abso- 
lutely futile to permit brewers, 
drapers, tobacconists and similar 
commercials to continue running 
when they have no goods to sell 


beyond what is already allocated. 
Why they should be permitted to 
maintain “goodwill” while others 
are cleared off the roads is a 
mystery, the critics say. 

Yet other critics have taken to 
task the granting of petrol to take 
aged or infirm people to church. 
Religion can be practiced just as 
much in the sanctity of the home 
as at church, they claim. 

All but the people employed 
purely on war work should take 
public transport, it is said. The 
fact that many city dwellers still 
use cars in the city, despite the 
obvious alternatively transport, is a 
further source of annoyance. 


Chrysler Guns Fell 


32 Jap Planes 


DETROIT. — Chrysler-built 40 
mm, anti-aircraft guns knocked 
down 32 Japanese planes in a re- 
cent battle in the South Pacific, 
according to a report by Capt. 
Thomas Leigh Gatch, skipper of 
the battleship on which the guns 
were mounted. 

The report stated that Jap tor- 
pedo bombers are “duck soup” for 
the Navy’s 40 mm. anti-aircraft 
guns. The 40 mm.’s, on twin and 
quadruple mounts, operated as part 
of Capt. Gatch’s ship’s powerful 
A.A. armament which accounted 
for the enemy aircraft at better 
than a plane-a-minute rate. The 
battleship, of new design and 
equipped to act as an anti-aircraft 
ship in carrier task-force screens, 
met the same kind of concentrated 
air attack that earlier in the war 
sent the great British capital ships 
Repulse and Prince of Wales to 
the bottom, and emerged from her 
smashing victory with only minor 


It takes a strong fish to swim against 
the current, and a good dealer to 
stay in business now! 


Mass. Truckers 
Act To Halt 
Labor Pirating 


BOSTON.—In an effort to stop 
“pirating” of workers, Mote 
Truck Club of Massachusetts has 
issued a statement in its monthl 
bulletin that says: 

“It has come to our attention 
that members of the trucking in 
dustry are engaging in practices 
that are delaying the _ efficient 
transportation services which 
important in our national war 
effort. Truckmen are ‘pirating; 
help from one another—they 3 
offering higher pay to help of 
other truck operators in order tg 
draw this help into their organiza- 
tion. 

“This is a very tough conditio 
Everyone is faced with the ‘green 
help problem; it is not a burden 
on just a few of the operators 
‘Pirating’ like this follows along 
the same lines of the tactics used 
by our enemies, that of creating 
internal collapse by fostering dis- 
sension within the ranks. 

“Whenever a man has been lured 
from another carrier, time is lost 
for him to become acquainted with 
the new company, its _ tariffs} 
routes, etc. Also, the carrier he has 
left must now shop around and 
either ‘pirate’ a man or train 
‘green’ hand. In either case both 
outfits lose precious time, and the 
industry’s efficiency is cut down 
slowing down the war effort. 

“*Pirating’ can boomerang! Yo 
who are building up your overhead 
to a point where you will need an 
increase in rates in order to cove 
the extra payroll may be in for a 
jolt. You may not be allowed to 
increase, or you may lose the 
business. 

“We urge all the members o 
the Motor Truck Club of Mass.} 
Inc., to cooperate with us in 
eliminating ‘pirating’ activitie 
from the trucking industry. When 
you have to train inexperienced 
help, you must rely on your expe 
rienced men to help you train the 
new man. If while you are busy 
training a man, another carrie 
‘pirates’ the experienced ones from 
you, the vicious circle is begun. 

“Cooperate within the Indus 
to stop this practice. Don’t sabo- 
tage the War Effort.” 


Chrysler Gets Increase 


In Marine Engine Price 

WASHINGTON.—In order to 
cover additional costs in its pro 
duction of marine engines required 
by the Navy department, including 
expansion and conversion of it 
automobile production facilities 
and increases in labor and over- 
head costs, Chrysler Corp. is no 
permitted by OPA to raise ceiling 
prices on 20 models sold to the 
Navy or other government agen 
cies. The increases ranged from 3 
percent to 20 percent depending 
upon the model. 


Recent orders from the Navy 
have necessitated expansion o 
plant facilities in order to produce 
the required quantities, and the 
company requested authorizatior 
to increase its prices over the pres- 
ent ceilings which are the prices 
for models on Oct. 1, 1941. 


PREVIEW 1943 STYLE at Pontiac Motor division. General Motors officials 


examine a new and 


Motor division. 
of Pontiac; W. G 


Lewellen, of 


still unidentified wea 
Pictured, left to right) are 
M’s defense staff; 


m now in production at Ponti 
arry J. Klingler, general managé 
haries F. Kettering, 


vice-president; GM President C. E. Wilson; Vice-President L. P. Fisher and 
Walter S. Carpenter jr., member of the corporation’s directorate. 
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A Statement by 
MARSHALL FIELD 


Founder of The Chicago Sun 


ANY people around Chicago keep 
asking me, “How is The Sun doing?” 
The interest seems to be so general I 
thought it would be a good idea to answer 
that question publicly, 
telling of our troubles 
along with our ac- 

complishments. | 
Just how well The 
Sun is doing may sur- 
| prise you, if you don’t 
MARSHALL FIELD happen to know the 
facts, but first let me clear up a few points 
and answer a few questions that are most 

frequently asked me. 

Some people have been led to believe 
that The Sun was conceived and established 
as a partisan tool. 

We printed our first paper December 4, 
1941, and three days later came the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. So it goes without saying 
hat if The Sun had been founded purely 
gon the issue of America’s participation in 
the war, or on any kind of a political basis, 
we would not be in existence today, much 
less enjoying a healthy growth. 

It didn’t seem to us that one morning 
paper in a city of Chicago’s size was 
® properly representative of Chicago. It 
was an un-American situation, existing 
right here in the city which means so 


much to me personally. 


Los Angeles and Philadelphia each had two 


morning papers. Boston and New York each 


had four. But Chicagoans had no choice. 


At first people didn't seem to realize 
that what we had in mind was a superior 
newspaper, based on the highest stand- 
ards of journalism. 


Many who expected miracles were natu- 


rally disappointed, but hundreds of the 


people who were standing in line the night 
our first issue hit the streets, and tempo- 
rarily left us, are now coming back as reg- 
ular subscribers. 

Everybody probably remembers the 
trouble we had at first getting on the 
closely-controlled newsstands and carrier 
routes. Many of our friends were indignant 
and disappointed, but those troubles are 
now behind us. 

Since last July The Sun’s circulation has 


increased every month. 


This record of first-year growth has 
never been approached by any newspaper 
in_the entire history of American jour- 


nalism. 

As a matter of fact, The Sun stands to- 
day eleventh among all the 356 morning 
newspapers in the United States. 

Here’s another interesting fact: I keep 
running into people who think The Sun 
(now in its fourteenth month) is in its third, 
fourth or fifth year. 

That’s perfectly swell. From the begin- 
ning we have tried to give The Sun maturity 
in its appearance and operation, and 
Chicago people seem to have accepted The 
Sun as an established institution 

Unquestionably the major key to our 


success is Our insistence on Truth. 


We believe the news columns of a news- 
paper belong solely to the reader in the 
form of unadulterated, uncolored news, 
based on the Truth; that the editorial col- 
umns are the place for expressing opinions. 
For example, cartoons, which are a form 
of editorial opinion, have never appeared 
on the front page of The Sun. 

Saturated for years with editorialized and 
distorted news, Chicago morning newspaper 


readers now may choose between news that 


reports the facts and news that tries to sell 
a personal and biased point of view. They 
seem to enjoy the new experience of getting 
the facts and forming their own opinions. 

This is one basic reason for our growth, 
and here is another: /n our editorial col- 


umns we give free play to expression of 
opinion in a way that is fresh and new 
in Chicago. It may be likened, I think, to 
the old town meeting where citizens were 
encouraged to express their own opinions, 
and where free speech in this country was 
really born. 


@ Right now The Sun has only one battle cry: 
Win the war and win the peace. Any 
policy which blocks the war effort in any 
way will be condemned by this paper. 


@ In politics, we have no enemies to punish, 


no friends to reward. 


@ We believe in the democratic principle of 


majority rule and minority rights. 


@ We propose to hit hard and fairly for the 
progress of the country and the community. 


@ We believe in the inevitable destiny of Chicago 


as a world center of commerce and culture. 


@ We established The Sun on fundamental 
business principles and after a reasonable 
initial investment we expect and know that 
the paper, like any other successful business 
enterprise, will show a profit. 

@ We shall continue to treat the news objec- 
tively, without passion or prejudice, and our 
editorial pages will always invite free dis- 
cussion and opinion 

@ We propose to keep on publishing a vigor- 
ous, liberal and completely independent 
paper which will mirror Chicago to itself 
in its best light. 


@ We aim to help tomorrow be a better day. 
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Pontiac Cuts 
Output Time 
On 20 mm. Gun 


PONTIAC. — Pontiac Motor di- 
vision has cut by over 50 percent 
the original production time on 
parts manufactured at Pontiac for 
its Oerlikon 20 mm. cannon, Harry 
J. Klingler, general manager, re- 
ports in a year-end summary. 


This in effect, Klingler points out, 
more than doubles the number of 
parts produced by Pontiac’s ma- 
chinery for these weapons. Specific 
time and material savings cited by 
Klingler included: 


The Oerlikon breech case once 
took 190 hours; today takes less 
than 65. Time required for barrel 
rifling has been reduced by 73 per- 
cent and for miscellaneous small 
parts 61 percent. 


The Oerlikon barrel spring cas- 
ing, which covers the recoil mech- 
anism and takes up the terrific 
backlash of firing, once began as 
a 56-pound solid allow-steel forg- 
ing, machined down finally to six 
pounds. This meant 50 pounds of 
critical steel scrap from this part 
alone. Good automobile designing 
practice suggested to Pontiac en- 
gineers that this spring casing 
should be made of a hollow forged 
base to which a tubular steel ex- 
tension should be welded. This was 
done and today, instead of starting 
with a 56-pound forging Pontiac 
begins with a rough weighing 14 
pounds—a saving per gun of 42 
pounds of alloy steel. Likewise 
saved are taxpayers’ dollars, ma- 
chine tools and man hours. 


Chambering the Oerlikon barrel 
was an operation that took an 
hour and a quarter. Pontiac intro- 
duced a giant vertical chambering 
machine which does 13 barrels at 
once, cuts the time per barrel to 
four minutes. 


THE 
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"42 Individual Savings 
At All-Time Peak 


PRINCIPALS in the presentation of the Army-Navy 
Bryan, O., are shown 
Experimental Engineering section, Wright 


to Aro Equipment Corp. 
chief of the propeller i 


aboratory, 
Field; J. C. Market, president, 


ro 


E Production Award 
left to right, Col. H. H. Couch, 


re Corp.; C. BR. Foster, president 
of Lodge 1349, International Assn. a achinists, AFL; Commander A. F. 


Duernberger, executive officer, U. 


Paper Container 


Offered Industry 


NEW YORK.— Socony-Vacuum 
Oil Co., Inc., has announced that 
an all-paper container for petro- 
leum products, which it developed 
jointly with J. M. K. Harrison, 
would be made available to indus- 
try generally under licenses issued 
by General Container Corp. 

Socony said that for the last nine 
months it has been using the new 
container for marketing lubricating 
oil in its Southeastern division. In 
appearance and service, the new 
container resembles the conven- 
tional quart tin can which has 
ceased to be available, except on 
priorities, for the duration of the 
war. It is also adaptable for other 
liquids and dry products, accord- 
ing to the company. 

The announcement said_ that 
500,000 of the new containers were 
manufactured for its account in 
1942 and that the company contem- 


Naval Armory, Detroit. 


plates using 12,000,000 in 1943. 
Socony sold 65,000,000 cans and 
containers of oil last year, esti- 
mated to be about 12 percent of 
the country’s total. 


ODT’s Central Mailing 


Office Is Closed 


WASHINGTON.—ODT announces 
that its central mailing office at 
Detroit has discontinued opera- 
tions and that all matters pertain- 
ing to Certificates of War Neces- 
sity are now being handled by the 
regular ODT field force. 

Henceforth, all applications for 
Certificates of War Necessity re- 
ceived at the Detroit office, as well 
as all correspondence pertaining 
to the ODT’s mileage rationing 
program for commercial motor ve- 
hicles, will be referred to the ap- 
propriate ODT district Offices. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


WASTE MATERIAL 


TAKE GOOD CARE OF YOUR EQUIPMENT 


All Timken Bearing production now goes into fighting 
machines. However, the Timken Bearings in your 


motor vehicles or industrial machines will see you 


through the emergency—and beyond it—if you make 


sure they are lubricated and inspected regularly. 


“All there is in BEARINGS” 


TIMKEN ROLLER BEARING COMPANY, CANTON, OHIO 


WASHINGTON. — Despite some- 
what higher taxes and an un- 
precedented dollar volume of con- 
sumer expenditures, 1942 individual 
savings are expected to be in the 
neighborhood of $26 billion —an 
all-time peak— according to the 
U. S. department of commerce. 
This figure compares with savings 
estimated at $12.9 billion last year 
and $7.4 billion in 1940. 


During the third quarter of this 
year individuals are estimated to 
have saved $7 billion, or roughly 
twice the amount saved during the 
same quarter of 1941. 

Such a volume of savings is, of 
course, attributable mainly to the 
sharpness of the income rise, ‘plus 
various factors holding down the 
dollar volume of consumer expen- 
ditures, such for example as en- 
forced curtailment of durable goods 
purchases and price ceilings. 


While the large volume of sav- 
ings this year has contributed ap- 
preciably to modifying the danger 
of inflation, the department states 
that it is important to know 
whether current savings actually 
represent a more or less permanent 
immobilization of purchasing 
power, or whether they may be 
temporary in nature. 


Statistical data to construct a 
picture of this type are far from 
adequate, but certain material facts 
are readily available. For instance, 
in the third quarter of this year 
individuals purchased $1.4 billion 
worth of Series E War Bonds, in- 
vested over one-half billion in 
private insurance and reduced their 
short term indebtedness by ap- 
proximately one billion. The ap- 
parent balance of more than $4 
billion presumably represents sav- 
ings held in other forms. 


Some elements of dissaving by 
individuals were present in the 
third quarter this year. For ex- 
ample, there was a moderate 
liquidation of inventories of unin- 
corporated business establishments 
and a slight increase in the mort- 
gage indebtedness of individuals. 
As more than offsetting these 
negative elements in the savings 
picture, however, was an un- 
precedented increase in the volume 
of currency and bank deposits ap- 
parently in the hands of in- 


Cars Fewer 


In Mass. 


BOSTON.—Massachusetts started 
the new year with more than 100,- 
000 automobiles off the highways 
compared to the start of 1942, ac- 
cording to William F. Campbell, 
chief accountant, at the Registry 
of Motor Vehicles. There were 
607,686 registrations issued for cars 
throughout the state, a decrease 
of 14 percent. 

This year the motorists are using 
the same plates they held in 1942. 
But each car must have a sticker 
with the registration number on 


the windshield. 
= * +” 


93,452 Fewer Autos 


On Mich. Highways 

LANSING.—Department of State 
officials reveal there are 93,452 
fewer cars on Michigan highways 
than a year ago, due to federal 
restrictions. 

The present total of cars in 
operation in Michigan is 1,793,773, 
it was announced by Gus T. Hart- 
man, of the department. 


39% of Va. Drivers 


Exceed Speed Limit 

RICHMOND, Va.—The first V- 
scope tests run by Virginia state 
police show that 39 percent of the 
vehicles checked were running over 
the 35-mile speed limit and that 
most of the violators were going 
less than 40 miles per hour. 

Of 79 passenger buses checked, 
according to Capt. W. L. Groth, 
safety engineer of the state police 
force, 25 or 32 percent, were 
traveling above the 35-mile limit, 
and of these only two were going 
more than 40 miles per hour. One 
was doing 52 and the other 48. 


Pete Wembhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of advertising. 


dividuals. 


Funds held in the form of cur- 
rency and bank deposits are not, 
necessarily indicative of individual 
decisions to save for any prolonged 
period. Some of this cash un- 
doubtedly is held in anticipation 
of higher personal income tax pay- 
ments. However, another large por- 
tion of the cash holdings probably 
can be explained by the desire of 
many individuals to keep some o 
their assets in liquid form rather 
than in War Savings Bonds, simply 
as a reserve against an uncertain 
future. 


These liquid savings, used as re- 
serve funds, may be drawn upon 
at any time and returned to the 
income stream as consumer ex- 
penditures, thus adding to the 
difficulties of the price control 
authorities. 


General Plans 
Guayule Mill 


In Mexico 


AKRON.—Plans for the _ con- 
struction of a guayule mil] in 
Mexico to add 10,000 tong of rub- 
ber a year to America’s crude 
rubber stockpile, were announced 
last week by General Tire and 
Rubber Co. 


Agreements have been reached 
with the Mexican government 
under which all the rubber will be 
shipped to the United States and 
thousands of acres of land on 
which wild guayule shrub abounds 
have been leased from the Mexican 
land owners, according to William 
O’Nei!, president of Genera] Tire. 

Under this agreement the land 
will be resown in order that the 
land will not be despoiled of 
guayule shrub. Request for alloca- 
tion of priorities to ship the ma- 
chinery necessary for an extraction 
mill have been made of the Board 
of Economic Warfare, and early 
action is expected. 

“Available for the American 
crude rubber stockpile are thou- 
sands of tons of wild guayule 
shrub,” said O’Neil. “We are not 
asking the government to advance 
a@ penny toward the project but are 
entering it ourselves. A company 
has been formed in Mexico, with 
financial contro] held by Mexican 
interests. Our company will man- 
age the operation and invest our 
own money in the enterprise. 

“The guayule program in Cali- 
fornia, under the Forest Service, 
is progressing nicely. Growing 
time has been cut from four years 
to two and seed being planted this 
month will be turned into rubber 
in the fall of 1944. 

“Most immediately available 
source of guayule rubber—and this 
is real rubber—is the shrub in 
Mexico and we believe it should be 
milled as soon as possible to pro- 
vide a source of crude rubber until 
the American guayule project in 
the Far West is producing for us.” 


Gas Ration Cuts Theft 


Of Cars in St. Louis 

ST. LOUIS. — Gasoline rationing 
has brought about a bid drop in 
the number of automobile thefts 
reported in St. Louis and a greater 
decrease is expected henceforth. 
During December 53 cars were 
stolen as against 92 in December, 
1941. However, the number of cars 
reported stolen during 1942 — 1,105 
—was ahead of the 1,041 stolen 
during 1941. The aggregate increase 
is attributed to the influx of war 
workers and the consequent growth 
of population in the area. 


Rationing of gasoline will fa- 
cilitate recovery of stolen cars, 
police believe, who point out that 
a car thief will be unable to obtain 
gasoline to drive more than 
score or so miles outside of the 
city since he must have a ration 
book to buy gasoline and few cars 
now have any great amount of 
fuel in their tanks. Police also ex- 
pressed the opinion that thefts o 
tires have fallen off in ratio to 
the number of automobile thefts. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 





1. Among the current business-building programs 
to help Packard dealers is the “Car Health Check’ 
Ic simplifies service checkups . . . increases service 
volume. Packard factory experts took the “Car Health 
Plan” into the field. They explained it to the dealers, 
and pitched in and showed them how it worked. 
Dealers found the “Car Health Plan” was a “Dealer 
Health Plan,” too. Here’s why ... 
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Why the Packard “Car Health Plan” 
is a “Dealer Health Plan,” too 


2. Keystone of the “Car Health Plan” is this work 3. An impartial investigator was hired by a non- 
sheet. It provides for complete analysis of car ills profit consumers’ group to check the value of car- 
in the order of their importance to the car owner. conservation plans of various companies. Although he 
A checklist calls attention to more than a score of the visited dozens of dealers, it is significant that the con- 
most frequent service needs. Dealers say car owners sumers’ group used a Packard “Car Health Program” 
are impressed by the honest, realistic estimate shown blank to illustrate his published report. They said the 
by the blank . . . respond accordingly. Packard checkform was one of the most helpful guides 
to quick, thorough service work. 


P/E AS /ANIE 


4. There are 196 new Packard outlets this year. For them, and 5. Of course, our biggest job today is building precision power for war. The new Curtiss 
for all Packard dealers, ample parts stocks are still available. And P-40F Warhawk gets its tremendous power from a Packard-built Rolls-Royce engine, which is 
Packard dealers are visited at least once every 60 days by factory travel- also used by the British for Hurricanes, Lancasters, and Mosquitoes. The famous Packard marine 
lers who are experts in both sales and service—men who average 11 engine powers the Navy’s swift PT boats. We're proud of the job we're doing . . . proud that 
years’ experience in helping dealers handle problems. With this sort Packard workers are the nation’s top award-winners for production-boosting ideas. And the 
of counsel, and with such business-getters as the Packard “Car Health priceless experience and added knowledge we're now gaining will be used—after the war—to 
Program” . . . the result is that the average Packard dealer is today build an even “hotter” Packard than the last Clipper! 


well in the black. 


Ask the Man Who Owns One 


Meanwhile, along with our Government assign- 
ments, we've undertaken the self-imposed one of 
continuing every bit of Packard dealer help that can 
be managed without interfering with Uncle Sam’s 
work. Our frequent dealer contacts, our business- 


getting plans, our interested personal counsel—these 


aids and many others are all directed at keeping to- 
Pp iK E Cc i S I O N - B U I LT e O W E R gether a strong dealer organization through the war. 
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Service Volume Holds Up eee 


Used Cars Hit Worst 
By Pleasure Ban 


(Continued from Page 8) 


hundred dollars. I feel that the 
results desired could have been 
obtained just as well by approach- 
ing the American public in a little 
different way. Fortunately my busi- 
ness se far has not suffered; for 
just the day before the ban hit 
the newspapers, I got a contract 
to service a fleet of 50 motor cars. 
If I hadn’t landed that, I would 
certainly have taken a terrific kick 
in the pants.” 

At least 25 other Baltimore 
dealers contacted between 7 and 9 
p.m. were closed. A large percent- 
age of these used to remain open 
evenings. 

In view of the fact that Balti- 
more and some of the nearby 
areas are locales for vital defense 
plants, the riders are many, only 
206 violators of the gas ban were 


listed over last week-end. 
* * * 


Del. Service Business 


Hard Hit by Ban 


WILMINGTON, Del.—(UTPS)— 
Pleasure driving ban has hit Dela- 
ware service business a hard blow, 
but has not served to stop activity 
in the field of used or new car 
sales, especially with a number of 
ingenious local dealers. 


Dealers here explain that two 
factors have dealt severe blows to 
the service business. The first, of 
course, was the matter of the driv- 
ing ban on pleasure cars, and the 
second is the shortage of service 
men. 

Regarding sales, most of the 
dealers in this vicinity are not 
doing a great deal. This is at- 
tributable in part to the driving 
ban, but also to the fact that Janu- 
ary is not normally a good selling 
month for new cars in particular 
and used cars in general. The 
reports of inactivity in the new- 
car field range from total zero to 
about three new car sales a month. 
There is a little better activity on 
the part of a number of dealers 
reported in the field of used cars. 

However, one dealer reports quite 
a good deal of activity in all 
branches. He states that for dealers 
who are on the lookout for sales, 
they can be made either in the 
new or used car field. He says 
that he has also done quite a 
“trading” job in used cars but that 
he does not expect that during 
January and February there will 
be much selling activity. This, how- 
ever, he does not attribute to the 
driving ban but rather to the fact 
that even in normal times the first 
three months of the year did not 
yield much in the way of sales. 

As to service business, this dealer 
admits that he has had a consider- 
able falling off, in keeping with 
reports of other dealers of about 
50 percent drop, but he “covers” 
this by trading in used cars. In this 
way he keeps his “shop crew” 
busy, when there is a shortage of 


service business, in reconditioning 
these traded in cars so that they 
are in tip-top condition when they 
are needed for sales. 


While there is some activity in 
sales in Wilmington, the remain- 
der of Delaware—the so-called 
“down-state” region—is practically 
“all gone” on sales particularly in 
new cars. 

Recently State OPA Director 
James Luke issued a statement 
through Hugh F. Gallagher, presi- 
dent of Delaware Motor Trades 
Assn., that automobile owners were 
not prohibited from driving their 
cars to service stations for needed 
repairs or to inspection centers 
for inspection. Gallagher further 
emphasized, with Luke’s approval, 
the fact that it was altogether 
patriotic to keep one’s automobile 
in running condition and that all 
necessary repairs and adjustments 
should be made to keep the auto- 


mobile serviceable. 
* * * 


Volume Off Sharply 


In Atlanta Area 


ATLANTA, — (UTPS) — Great 
vacant stretches of city streets are 
directly reflected in the business of 
Atlanta’s automotive trade since 
the ban on pleasure driving went 
into effect. Used car business is 
virtually at a standstill. Service 
has been cut 40 percent. New car 
business is confined to light models, 
with a definite slowing up of all 
sales. 

Only in truck repairs is there 
an optomistic note, and here dealers 
report business excellent. 

Dealers, however, point to the 
fundamental fact that the local 
utilities cannot transport the pub- 
lic without the aid of automobiles, 
and that there must be a resump- 
tion of repairs and sales to take 
care of this need. They call atten- 
tion to the sequence of events in 
Atlanta’s entertainment field. 

The weekend of the pleasure- 
driving ban found the motion pic- 
ture houses virtually empty—but 
only for a few shows. Then the 
public learned that a normal law- 
ful trip may be interrupted to stop 
at a place of entertainment if no 
extra gasoline is consumed. In fact, 
an enterprising downtown estab- 
lishment, the Belle Isle Garage, ad- 
vertised an extension of its day- 
time parking, permitting cars to be 
stored there until midnight with- 
out extra charge so that customers 
might stay downtown for dinner 
and a show. This advertisement 
was accompanied by a letter from 
the Regional Office of OPA. 

Headed “How to use your car 
lawfully for amusement and social 
visits,” the advertisement resulted 
in a full garage the next day, in- 
stead of the half empty garage 
which had been recorded the day 
before, and resulted in a more 
normal use of motor cars for legal 
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purposes, instead of the wide- 
spread fear that any use of a car 
would bring an OPA inspector 
down upon the motorist. 


* * * 


New, Used Car Sales 


Quiet in Richmond 


RICHMOND, Va—“We’re not 
worried,” Richmond automobile 
dealers generally agree, despite the 
fact that new and used car busi- 
ness is flat on its back as the OPA 
ban on pleasure driving closed its 
second week. 


A cross-section of dealers in 
Richmond disclosed that the gen- 
eral opinion among them was that 
they were anticipating an early 
relaxation of the edict under which 
A, B and C gas ration bookholders 
may lose their rations for driving 
for non-essential purposes. 

Dealers in used cars, which may 
be bought without a priority rating, 
said they had sold few or no cars 
since the ban went into effect. One 
of the largest Richmond dealers 
said he had sold no new cars since 
Christmas and only three used cars 
had been sold to independent cab 
companies since Jan. 6. 


Meanwhile scores of private car 
owners sought to dispose of their 
machines in view of further pos- 
sible curtailments on the use of 
private cars. Most dealers reported 
they have been literally swamped 
by such owners who Offered to dis- 
ae of their cars at great sacri- 

ces. 


Dealers said they were not con- 
sidering purchasing used cars even 
at sacrifice prices until some clear 
concept of the future could be 
gained. 


The effect of curtailed pleasure 
driving also was felt in the service 
departments of new and used car 
establishments. One concern said 
it had more work than could be 
handled at the time the ban went 
into effect, but that only this back- 
log has compensated for the drop- 
off in the amount of repair work 
usually done on cars used for 
pleasure driving. 


More Equitable 
Distribution Is 


Aim of WPB 


CHICAGO.—Prevention of hoard- 
ing by wholesalers and retailers 
during the war and more equitable 
distribution of consumers’ goods 
are the objectives of the War Pro- 
duction Board’s inventory limita- 
tion order L-219 issued Dec. 29 and 
soon to go into effect, Eaton V. 
W. Read, administrator of the 
order, told a group of trade asso- 
ciation executives at a meeting 
here last week. 


The session was devoted to a 
detailed review of each point in 
the order and the reasons behind 
it. Read was aided by Harry D. 
Wolfe, assistant administrator. 
Questions from the floor were en- 
couraged and a stenographic rec- 
ord kept in line with Read’s insist- 
ence that the WPB stands ready 
to revise provisions where advis- 
able. He referred to the order as 
the best that could be formulated 
at the time. 

Curtailed production and_  in- 
creased buying power make it 
inevitable, Read said, that the 
available supplies of goods would 
be concentrated in the hands of 
larger distributors and dealers at 
the expense of smaller merchants 
unless a check is imposed on those 
inclined to accumulate too much 
goods. 

“We realize that while this order 
is a step in the direction of more 
equitable distribution, it does not 
completely solve the problem,” 
Read said. “A continuing study 
will be made of inventory-sales 
statistics, especially of concerns 
with $100,000 to $200,000 sales per 
year. This is a flexible order, and 
if it is necessary in the publie in- 
terest the exemptions will be 
lowered.” 

Edward L. Cleary, manager, 
represented the Chicago Automo- 
bile Trade Assn. at the meeting, 
during which the automotive situa- 
tion was passed over lightly. 


L & W Move Quarters 


INDIANAPOLIS.—Lewis & Winkler 
Motors, Inc., Studebaker distributor 
here, has moved from 1525 North 
Meridian St. to 1612 Pierson St. The 
move was made because the building 
occupied for many years was sold. 


From Autos to Planes... . 
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FROM AUTOS TO PLANES—Pictured above are the ma 
the General Motors Eastern Aircraft plan Lin 1 
complete conversion of an automotive 
From top to bottom: 1—The old auto assembly line. 
4—Planning. 5—Training. 
In addition to the Linden factory, four other Eastern 
GM, which were 
0, are now producing fighter planes and 
avy. 


aad triy sped lant 
plant. 
line. Oe Flyaway. 
Aircraft plants of 
assembling automobiles a 


as a 
torpedo bombers for the U. 8S. 


r ce taken at 
den, N. J., in the first 
the production of finished 
2—Demolition. 
The new airplane assembly 


t in 
lant to 


manufacturing automotive parts or 


It was necessary to rip out all the 


automotive cor, redesign many sections of the five plants and engineer 


new processes to 
experience of automobile days. 


advantage, where possible, of the mass production 


Million Hoped for by Spring... 
Victory Service League Now 


Has 280,000 Members 


DETROIT.— With more than 
280,000 national, civic and com- 
munity leaders pledged as mem- 
bers in less than 90 days, the Vic- 
tory Service League enters 1943 
prepared to launch widespread 
membership drives throughout the 
nation, it is announced by Chevro- 
let. 

Throughout the past few months, 
Chevrolet dealers, local sponsors 
of the league, have signed many 
leaders as VSL members, work- 
ing on a set program of contacts 
that has resulted in the present 
membership figure. 

Virtually all state governors have 
endorsed the Victory Service 
League, along with many’ senators 
and congressmen. Others include 
mayors, industrialists, business 
men, prominent educators, profes- 
sional people, club leaders, fratern- 
al order heads. 

With the influence of these mem- 
bers, plus a sustained membership 
campaign just now getting under 


way, more than one million mem- 
bers are expected to be signed by 
spring, League officials said. 

“Service for Victory” is the pri- 
mary aim of the VSL, the render- 
ing of patriotic service through 
individual participation in all war 
programs. Car conservation is a 
corollary purpose, as expressed in 
the slogan, ‘Save the Wheels that 
Serve America.’ 

“There is but one prerequisite 
for membership in the VSL. That 
is the signing of a pledge every 
American should be glad to sign 

. &@ pledge to ‘THINK Victory 
. . . WILL Victory . . . WORK 
for Victory.’ 

“Many Chevrolet dealers have 
expended considerable time and 
effort on behalf of the Victory 
Service League, finding in the pro- 
gram an expansion of their normal 
activities. Governmental leaders 
have praised them for this coopera- 
tive attitude, and have expressed 
oo of the purposes of the 
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JEEPS—The most famous War Vehicles in the World 


are equipped with Monroe Shock Absorbers 


THE JEEP AND MONROE SHOCK ABSORBERS 


From the start this “world 

wonder” was equipped with 

Monroe Shock Absorbers. 

News reels, International 

pictures and thousands of publications, 

show the tremendous superiority and 
utility of the Jeep. 

Millions of United Nations Forces 
using this vehicle on fighting fronts from 
Russia to New Guinea, and from North 
Africa to the Solomons, attest to the 


marvels of this vehicle equipped with 
Monroe Shock Absorbers. 

It would be utterly impossible for 
anyone to furnish a stronger, or more 
emphatic testimonial supporting the 
mechanical superiority of Monroe Shock 
Absorbers. 
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New CMP Control 
Holds Inventories 


To 60-Day Needs 


WASHINGTON. — Inventory _re- 
strictions under the Controlled 
Materials Plan have been made 
public with the issuance of CMP 
Regulation No. 2. 

General purpose of the new regu- 
lation is to hold the aluminum, 
copper and steel inventories of 
manufacturers and other users to 
a maximum of 60 days’ forward 
requirements. Acceptance of de- 
liveries of controlled materials 
after Apr. 1 is prohibited if de- 
livery would increase inventories 
beyond the _ prescribed limits. 
Scheduling provisions require that 
every user of controlled materials 
apply for allotments, schedule de- 
liveries, and place orders in such 
a manner that deliveries may be 
made to him without violation of 
the regulation. 

The controls of the regulation 
are applicable item by item. Ac- 
ceptance of delivery of any item 
required for authorized operations 
is permitted even though the inven- 
tory of some other item may be 
excessive. An item of controlled 
material is defined as “any item in 
any class of controlled material 
which is different from all other 
items ... by reason of one or 
more of its specifications, such as 
length, width, thickness, temper, 
alloy, finish, method of manufac- 
ture, etc.” (The classes of con- 
trolled material include all shapes 
or forms of aluminum, copper and 
copper base alloys and steel ap- 
pearing on the CMP Material list.) 

Since the Controlled Materials 
Plan assures deliveries in sufficient 
amounts to maintain authorized 
production schedules and repair 
and maintenance operations, the 
item by item inventory control 
makes possible the balancing of 
inventories in accordance with pro- 
duction needs and eliminates any 
incentive to excessive forward buy- 
ing. 
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New Breed of Car 
oe | in Making 


(Continued from Page 1) 


STUDEBAKER REGIONAL managers attended a four-day conference with 


home office sales 


executives in South Bend last week. 


The meeting, called 


for the purpose of discussing wartime transportation and dealer problems, was 


directed by K. B. 
from left to right, are G. 
J. Christal, 

Paul R. Davis, Atlanta; R. 
assistant sales manager; Elliott; Cc 
division; A. Z° Chanter, Boston; 
Pittsburgh; H. Wellens, Omaha; 
Skillman, Lice York, and H. B. 


Elliott, vice-president in e table, of 
above seated in the center. at the head of the ta 

Read, Philadelphia; S 
Memphis; “it M. Scovill, 
Hudson, manager truck division; T. F. Laughlin, 
F. A. Thomas, Cleveland; E. 


A. 
O'Neil, 


sales, who is shown 
Shown in the picture, 
Cochrane, South Bend; 
St. Paul; BS W. Merrin, Chicago; 
Wondries, director, national accounts 
J. Cremins, 
J. Van Hecke, Kansas City; S. A. 
Dallas. 


Studebaker Plots Course 
For Its Dealers in ’43 


SOUTH BEND.—Regional man- 
agers of Studebaker Sales Corp. 
have just completed a four-day 
conference with home Office execu- 
tives, called for the purpose of 
discussing wartime transportation 
and dealer problems. 


The regional managers head up 
the company’s field organization 
which has been kept intact since 
the outbreak of war, except for 
those men who have gone into the 
armed services. 


This latest conference, according 
to K. B. Elliott, Studebaker vice- 
president in charge of sales, was 
the fourth in a series which has 
been held since war began. Elliott 
reviewed 1942 activities and dis- 
cussed the outlook for dealers for 
1943. The company’s dealer-assist- 
ance program for 1943 was further 
refined as a result of these dis- 
cussions. 


‘Automotive News is 


doing a great work 


for the automotive 


industry 


times. 


in these 


Keep it up!” 


L. E. Titus 


President 
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TARIFF: from 86 Single 
From 88 for 2 persons 
Henry A. Rost, Pres. and Managing Director 


Te PLAZA 


Facing Central Perk « Sth Av. at 59th St., New York 


| Chevrolet trucks _ sentanes wit 


“Our 1943 program is keyed to 
automotive transportation and its 
maintenance, to the end that it 
shall effectively serve the needs of 
the nation at war,” Elliott stated. 
“The critical importance of the 
participation of automobile manu- 
facturers and dealers in this main- 
tenance of a transportation sys- 
tem, which today is almost ex- 
clusively engaged in the service of 
supply, was amply demonstrated in 
1942. 

“Our plans for 1943 can be stated 
very simply. We propose above all 
to continue to supply our dealers 
with the challenge to their re- 
sourcefulness, courage and business 
instinct, the qualities which en- 
abled them to survive the past 
year of difficult and unusual con- 
ditions. We propose to maintain 
our field force so that we may 
continue to assist our dealers in 
meeting constantly changing con- 
ditions; to maintain our wartime 
information service in order that 
they may be kept fully advised on 
government orders and _ regula- 
tions; to continue to provide them 
with ideas and suggestions so as 
to give them all the assistance 
possible in the management of 
their business and in the develop- 
ment of revenue possibilities under 
today’s conditions, and to continue 
working with them and through 
them to provide Studebaker car 
and truck owners with information, 
assistance and adequate service. 

“Furthermore, we shall continue 
with our dealers to seek every op- 
portunity for assisting government 
agencies and car’ and truck own- | 
ers in making the necessary ad- | 


justments of wartime transporta- | 
| 


tion.” 


Ala. Trucking Firm 


Fined for Violations 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Fines 
totaling $4,000 were imposed by 
Judge T. A. Murphy Jan. 15 in 
United States District Court on the 
Alabama Highway Express on 
charges of violating part two of 
the interstate commerce act, for- 
merly the motor carriers act. 
Charges included granting con- 
cessions, transportation for hire 
without having filed applicable 
tariffs, failure to show certain re- 
quired information on freight bills, 
unlawful extension of credit, viola- 
tion of safety regulations and re- 
fusal to submit books and records 


for inspection by an agent of the! pensive 


| 


|might be possible for 


Most automobile men who dis- 
cussed this matter seemed to have 
little fear of the aircraft industry 
for one very good reason; they felt 
that few aircraft executives have 
ever had merchandising experience 
with the public. No matter how 
unique or good a car the plane 
makers might build, the auto men 
fee] that it must be sold and dis- 
tributed by men who know that 
business. 


The aircraft business, with the 
exception of the few small aircraft 
companies like Piper, Taylorcraft 
and Aeronica, have had little to 
do with selling the public, The 
other companies, the big ones, have 
all had their sales experience with 
the government or with big trans- 
port corporations. That is not the 
kind of sales experience that helps 
sell automobiles to the public. 


That is one reason why the 
automobile dealer today can cer- 
tainly cash in on his business 
establishment and experience if 
he is able to carry on during the 
war period. There are going to 
be more and more cars to keep 
in service the longer the war 
lasts, for one thing, and the man 
who has a good clientel today, 
has immediate prospects for new 
cars and business when peace 
arrives. 


Few companies in the aircraft 
industry have plants or setups 
which are suitable either to build 
postwar planes or autos, They will 
have to revamp their plants, make 
tools and get something new into 
production. That will take a year 
or two, for it will not be govern- 
ment subsidized like the aircraft 
or ordnance change overs which 
have taken place since Pearl Har- 
bor. The conversion won’t go quite 
so fast either. 

The automotive industry, on the 
other hand, is still building some 
equipment which is so close to the 
design of the automobile that it 
will not take anywhere near as 
long to have cars back on the line 
and in the users’ hands. Postwar 
refinements undoubtedly will be 
added but the fundamental chassis 
will be available almost immedi- 
ately, unless 1942 tools and dies 
are forced to be scrapped. 


Many engineers feel that we 
are bound to have severe infla- 
tion after the war and, if so, the 
present $900 car may be selling 
for $1,800 or $2,700 of the new 
dollars. Then two things may 
happen; either car production 
will be held down by the prices 
or new smaller cheaper cars will 
have to be built. 

If the latter happens, then it 
aircraft 
builders to take advantage of the 
automobile makers delay in getting 
new designs into the field. With 
their knowledge of automobile 
methods they might be able to 
produce a new car just as quickly 
as the old line auto maker. They 
will have to build up a sales or- 
ganization, however, while a few 
of the big automobile companies 
will still have a good group of 
dealers waiting for them to start 
again. 

An aircraft builder remarked 
during the meeting: “If we can 
get cars low enough in price the 
public will buy them without hav- 
ing to use the elaborate and ex- 
sales rooms automobile 


Interstate Commerce Commission.| dealers have required in the past. 


CHEVROLET DEALERS of metropolitan Chicago, 
an unique service. 
acetylene torches, block and tackle, and other 
y the dealer organization to the Victory 
and have been of material assistance in the 


Service League, are renderin 


wrecking gear, have been donated 


Service League in Chicago, 


dismantling of old iron fences, railings, boilers, and similar items. 


are busy six days weekly, manned 
metals. 


One is shown above at ook 


allied in the Victory 
Scrap dismantling units, 


The trucks 
workmen familiar with the cutting of 
dismantling an iron fence. 


There probably will be only ha 
the cars, perhaps less than that, 
still in use on the road when 
war is over. The postwar de 

will probably be so great that 
there will be room for both 
— and auto industry in th 
field.” 


This is just the other extrem 
of the thinking on this mooted 
subject. 


What we will have in the way 
of fuel seems to be the greatest 
question which every automobile 
engine man is asking today. The 
fuel production capacity for 
aviation gasoline is increasing by 
leaps and bounds. Some engineers 
feel that we can expect suffi- 
cient refinery capacity by the 
end of the war to provide all 
our cars with aviation gas. If 
that is available it will mean 
whole new breed of passenger car 
engines. New developments in 
simplified fuel injection devices 
were also predicted by one engi- 
neer, who feels that we can ex-, 
pect gasoline injection engines 
Either fuel injection or aviation 
gas will give higher horsepowe 
from current engine designs or 
the same horsepower from small- 
er engines. Thus we could get 
the same or superior car per- 
formance than we now obtain. 


Speaking of performance, severa& 
engineers expressed an _ opinion 
that after the 35 mph. war rate 
lifted, we will probably have to pu 
up with a 50 mph. regulation. If 
that is the top allowable speed 
then cars will not need 100 horse- 
power engines. Cars will be more 
economical to operate but they wi 
probably have to carry high post- 
war taxes, imposed by state ang 
federal governments on cars, fue’ 
oil and other supplies. That is 
something to think about seriously,” 
if present size cars are continued 

Overheard at the meeting was 
the rumor of a radically new refi 
ing process which would producé 
90 octane gasoline without anti- 
knock additions and could be pro 
duced from equipment that cost ¢ 
quarter as much as the present 
processes. Since the current typ 
of refinery equipment is very ex- 
pensive, it is an important item i 
the cost of refining crude and i 
the sales price of the fuel. Na- 
turally this is a postwar progra 
but it cannot be overlooked as a 
important factor in car and engine 
design. 

Automatic transmissions are get 
ting a wonderful workout in this 
war. The development along thes 
lines has been accelerated by the 
use of them in military vehicles. 
By the time the war is over th 
tools ought to be paid for and the 
production methods so well estab- 
lished that the postwar car wi 
have a fluid flywheel and a com- 
pletely automatic shifting trans- 
mission. 


One engineer said he had 
analyzed two pre-war models 
which his company had been 
building and with the materials 
available and their present war 
experience; they could cut any- 
where from 500 to 1,000 pounds 
of weight off the car. This means 
they could use even smaller 
engines and get present perform- 
ance or greater miles per gallon. 
He already has a small six de- 
signed. This engine weighs less, 
is as economical and as powerful 
as the four cylinder engine in 
the Army “Jeeps.” 

Not one but several engineer! 
thought we might expect more 
rear-engine cars after the war, On 
said he had laid out one that had 

(See RICKER, Page 20, Col. 4) 


=got a horse? 


WANTED—Buggies and Harness. New 
or used. Padrick Chevrolet Co., Ft. 
Pierce, Fla. 


Page Mr. Ripley of ‘‘Believe it or 
Not’’—the above is a legitimate ad- 
vertisement sent in for Automotive 
News’ Dealer Want Ad Department 
which appears on page 31 of this 
‘“‘Newspaper of the Automotive Indus- 
try.’ Maybe Mr. Patrick will tell us 
that the return were surprising—in any 
event it shows how quickly live auto 
dealers Have adjusted themselves to a 
world now in reverse. 
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aller RECEIVES 


Its Proudest Citation 
THE ARMY-NAVY PRODUCTION AWARD! 


The Cadillac Motor Car Division has had bestowed upon 
it the greatest honor that can come to an American indus- 
trial concern—the Army-Navy “E” award for outstanding 
war production. 

We believe the American public would expect no less 
an achievement from the vast organization of men and 
women who comprise the Cadillac division. It has long 
been a Cadillac tradition that quality and volume can 
be made to march side by side—and it was only natural 
that this unique industrial ‘‘know how’’ should be 


CADILLAC MOTOR CAR DIVISION 


applied to war production with a special vengeance. 

In its forty-year history, many honors have come to 
Cadillac, its products, its craftsmen and its engineers. But 
in none of these do we feel such deep-seated pride and 
satisfaction as in this signal recognition on the part of the 
Army and Navy in a time of grave national peril. 

We know, however, that it is both an honor and a 
challenge—with the race yet to be run. America can look 
to Cadillac to do its part—until VICTORY! 


GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION 
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Taking Over Network... 


Sealers boll me. . kJ 


Automotive Washington 


Congress Maps Further Aid to Small Business; 
Illustrating Ingenuity of Car Dealers 


By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 
WASHINGTON.—A _ report of 
great importance to the automobile 
dealers of the country was issued 
on Capitol Hill 
last week, While 
it covers the sub- 
ject of small 
business gener- 
ally, it is of spe- 
cial interest to 
retail motor car 
merchants for 
several reasons. 
y A Automobile deal- 
, ers were the first 
to feel the impact 
Ullman 


of the war. They 

have been carry- 
ing on under war conditions longer 
than any other business men. They 
are, moreover, the largest single 
group affected. 

In addition, it is noteworthy 
that the whole question of aid 
for smal] business has received 
serious attention in Washington 
largely through the initiative of 
National Automobile Dealers 
Assn, As a direct result of this 
activity, three important pieces 
of legislation were enacted by 
the 77th Congress, 

The report in question was sub- 
mitted to the Senate last week by 
Senator James E. Murray, chair- 
man of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business, on behalf of him- 
self and his fellow members, 
namely, Senators Maloney, Ellen- 
der, Mead, Stewart and Capper. 

* * 


Five Commandments 


Of Small Business 


The report points out that the 
committee’s past activities and 
future plans revolve around the 
following basic principles: 

1. Small business must be more 
effectively used in war produc- 
tion. 

2. Small business must be more 
effectively used in meeting es- 
sential civilian needs. 

8. Small business requires as- 
sistance in adjusting to certain 
war conditions. 

4. Small business needs better 
access to capital. 

5. If small business is to make 
its maximum contribution to 
American life, the federal gov- 
ernment must improve its ap- 
proach to small business prob- 
lems. 

The committee feels that these 
points or principles will be hailed 
as “Five Commandments” by small 
business or as a “Five-Point Pro- 


gram of Action.” 
* * * 


Major Proposals 


Are Indicated 

IN ISSUING the report, Senator 
Murray pointed out that this pro- 
gram is geared to the problems of 
small business not only in the 
immediate present but in the post- 
war world as well, “Only by fully 
utilizing the resources of small 
business,” stated Senator Murray, 
“can we assure the effective 
mobilization of our country in the 
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prosecution of the war and in the 
winning of a peace built upon the 
principles of freedom and oppor- 
tunity.” 

The spirit of the report, inso- 
far as a paper of this kind at the 
present stage of the proceedings 
can reflect the feelings of Con- 
gress, is one of aggressive help- 
fulness—this to the limit. But 
nowhere does it indicate a dis- 
position toward unwonted char- 
ity. Instead, it appears to have 
taken small business at its word, 
as expressed by its own spokes- 
men, that it wants no doles and 
no handouts, but is only seeking 
a chance to save itself as an 
integral part of the traditional 
American way of life. 

The report indicates that the 
committee is considering four 
major legislative proposals, each of 
which is related to one of the first 
four points in its program. 

* * 


Action Planned 


On Leases 

WITH REGARD to war produc- 
tion, the committee is considering 
“whether or not a War Minerals 
Director should be established and 
given full statutory power to co- 
ordinate the activities of the vari- 
ous federal agencies engaged in 
the discovery, development, produc- 
tion, importing and financing of 
metals and minerals.” The com- 
mittee states that “our supply of 
critical and strategic materials sets 
a definite ceiling not only upon the 
amount of munitions that can be 
produced in this country, but upon 
the number of smal] plants that 
can be utilized in war or essential 
civilian production.” 

With regard to essential civil- 
ian needs, the committee points 
out that in the absence of any 
national policy on civilian sup- 
ply, it may be desirable for Con- 
gress to pass legislation setting 
forth such a policy and estab- 
lishing “a civilian supply adminis- 
trator within the War Production 
Board, with full authority and 
responsibility to determine civil- 
ian needs and to take such steps 
as may be necessary to meet 
civilian needs.” The committee 
points out that such legislation 
might prove valuable in estab- 
lishing a general background 
against which federal policies on 
price control, rationing, concen- 
tration of civilian production and 
other regulatory programs could 
be determined. 

In the section of the report deal- 
ing with the necessity of helping 
small business adjust to lease, 
mortgages and inventory problems 
brought on by the war, the com- 
mittee states that it will endeavor 
shortly to introduce legislation on 
this complex subject. It outlines 
a series of proposals that has been 
received for government assistance 
in the liquidation of inventories 
and in the emergency adjustment 
of leases, mortgages and other 
obligations to wartime conditions. 

* € * 


Equity, Capital 
For Postwar 

THE COMMITTEE also plans to 
“investigate fully the need for an 
improved system of providing 
equity capital as a means of aiding 
small business in the postwar 
period.” The report quotes from 
a letter sent to the committee on 
Dec. 12, by Marriner Eccles, Chair- 
man of the Federal Reserve Board: 
“We ought to devise the financial 
mechanism now whereby, after the 
war, not only the well-conducted 
small concerns already in existence 
can resume operations, but also 
new small enterprises can _ get 
started.” The committee points out 
that any small business loans 
should use to the fullest degree the 
facilities of the local banks of the 
country. 

While the report summarizes 
proposals received from the 
Treasury and Commerce depart- 
ments, outlining methods where- 
by the tax program can be used 
as a way of helping small busi- 
ness build up equity capital, the 
committee does not indicate 
whether or not it plans to offer 
legislation in this field. 

With regard to the fifth point in 
the committee’s program, relating 
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to small business and the federal 
government, the committee makes 
the following statement: “One of 
the important questions that will 
have to be determined early in the 
present session of the congress is 
whether the congress should not 
define the responsibilities of all 
the major agencies engaged in 
running the war effort.” The com- 
mittee points out that early in 
1942 it was planning to propose the 
creation of a War Mobilization 
Board, but that while this subject 
was under consideration the War 
Production Board was established 
by executive order. In this con- 
nection the following statement is 
made in the report: “The commit- 
tee now questions whether the 
War Production Board itself has 
been able even to centralize pro- 
curement and production, There is 
a disposition among various pro- 
curement agencies to feel that they 
are separately responsible to the 
congress, rather than each respon- 
sible to the War Production Board. 
Actually, there is a genuine basis 
for this feeling inasmuch as the 
responsibilities of the procurement 
services have been defined by 
statute and those of the War Pro- 
duction Board have not.” 
* x * 


Pay-As-You-Go 


Worries U. S. 

PAY-AS-YOU-GO tax proposals 
are worrying Treasury officials 
even more than has been publicly 
admitted. Point is, many smaller 
taxpayers have the very much mis- 
taken idea they are going to be 
able to avoid coughing up for 1942. 
Filing of returns so far has been 
disappointingly slow, due mainly 
to agitation for the Rum! plan. 

Regardless of what happens, 
returns must be filed and first 
quarter installments paid. En- 
actment of some type of pay-as- 
you-go tax plan seems almost 
certain now. 

cE + * 


‘Pleasure Ban’ 


Is Effective 


OBSERVANCE of the ban on 
pleasure driving has been excellent 
in the Capital, Which means that 
the town’s official and semi-official 
social activities, already radically 
lessened by the war, have been 
further reduced, Attendance at 
receptions and other affairs is 
much smaller; and evening wraps 
and formal clothes are to be seen 
in many a bus and street car 
after 9 p.m. 

There have been some viola- 
tions, of course, but in the main 
the restrictions are being scrupu- 
lously followed; and Washing- 
ton’s great avenues and boule- 
vards have an aspect which is 
positively ghostly. 


McQueen, General’s vice-president in charge of sales. 


Ricker 


(Continued from Page 18) 


the same inside dimensions as the 
1941 Chevrolet sedan and could be 
built on a 106-inch wheel base and 
weigh under 2,000 pounds. But if a 
rear-engine car is used, the seating 
arrangement will probably be dif- 
ferent from that in current cars. 
Bill Stout gave us all an idea as to 
what could be expected with a 
flat floor, rear-engine job when he 
built the Scarab. 

Since this story touches the air- 
craft as well as the automobile 
industry, one cannot overlook the 
influence of the helicopeter such as 
Igor Sikorsky has developed. This 
is the first practical flying machine 
that seems simple enough to put 
in the hands of novices just as the 
auto and boat builders have done 
since World War I. This machine 
can take off or land vertically thus 
eliminating the landing field. It is 
the first solution of the ordinary 
man’s flying machine, With it the 
entire surburban environment of a 
city might be changed as much as 
the Model T Ford changed the 
world’s ideas of automobiles and 
highways. 


* * * 


Short Heads New Officers 


For SAE in 1943 


DETROIT.—Besides Mac Short 
of Vega Aircraft, who succeeds 
Arthur Herrington as president, 
Society of Automotive Engineers 
will have the following officers for 
1943: 


Treasurer—David Beecroft, Ben- 
dix Products division; membership 
on S.A.E. Council, N. P. Petersen, 
Canadian Acme Screw & Gear, 
Ltd.; C. G. A. Rosen, Caterpillar 
Tractor Co.; J. C. Zeder, Chrysler 
Corp. 

Vice-Presidents: 

Aircraft—John G. Lee, United 
Aircraft Corp., Research division. 

Aircraft-Engine—S. K. Hoffman, 
Aviation Corp., Lycoming division. 

Diesel-Engine —Grover C. Wil- 
son, Universal Oil Products Co. 

Fuels & Lubricants—W. M. Hola- 
day, Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., Inc. 

Passenger-Car—R. E. Cole, Stude- 
baker Corp. 

Passenger-Car-Body—G. J. Mon- 
fort, Chrysler Corp. 

Production—Arnold Lenz, Chey- 
rolet Motor division. 

Tractor & Industrial—C. G. Krie- 
ger, Ethyl Gasoline Corp. 

Transportation & Maintenance— 
A. M. Wolf, automotive consultant. 

Truck & Bus—E. W. Allen, Gen- 
eral Motors Truck & Coach. 


DADA Meeting Delayed 


DETROIT. — Detroit Auto Dealers 
Assn. has_ postponed indefinitely its 
meeting scheduled for Jan. 28. 


(Continued from Page 3) 


had horses, asses, camels, ele 
phants or some other form of 
transportation, and the fo 
present-day America has adopte 
is the motor car, We have a few 
horses and mules, it is true, and 
@ good many asses with a capital 
‘A,’ but not enough to scratch the 
surface of our needs. The dis 
tances now are too great and 
the roads totally unadapted for 
anything but motor cars. 

* * Ed 


Stay on Job, 
He Urges 
_ E Japs are smart witho 
doubt and they long figured 
to cut off our rubber, and thug 
tie up and break down our moto 
car transport system. But, they 
underestimated our capacity t 
stretch the use of the rubber we 
have, and our capacity to build 
plants for artificia] rubber. 

“We must conserve our tires, 
and you boys in the shops alone 
know how to do this. Don’t let 
anyone talk you into giving up @ 
good job and taking one ‘to help 
win the war.’ I regard the effort 
little short of blackmail where 
they have put pressure on me- 
chanics to give up a good job 
and take another’ elsewhere, 
often stressing the fact that un- 
less the mechanic made _ the 
change desired, they would see 
that he was drafted for the 
Army. I am glad to see that our 
President has clarified this ques- 
tion by setting 37 years as the 
limit for the fighting services. 

* * * 


Cites Postwar 
Possibilities 
“DEMEMBER: this is stili a 
free country and belongs tg 
all of us—not a few bureaucrat! 
temporarily in seats of power. 
Remember: you are helping to wi 
the war NOW—and many a m 
chanic has changed jobs only to 
regret it and often too late. I re 
gard the repair and upkeep o 
motor cars just as essential as 
that of building bombers an 
building ships, for if motor cars 
cannot be kept’ running, the 
bomber plants and the shipyard 
will break down for lack of sup- 
plies. 

“Another idea I want to em- 
phasize, and that is that after the 
war, every mechanic will be in 
business which is bound to be 
good. Everybody wants a motor 
car, and after the war there will 
be plenty of business for all. An- 
other thing. I think it is highly 
desirable for a man to work for 
a@ concern which is not too large 
—8 concern run by a man or 
men who can be seen and talked 
to, The chances for a happy life 
are much better, in my opinion 
than working for some big busi- 
mess where everything must be 
decided by a board of directors. 


* * * 


‘Let’s All Work 


Together!’ 


. EN the war ends, and i 
will end some day, it will end 
suddenly. We know that all fac 
tories making war material o 
supplies will stop at once. The 
workmen will be thrown out o 
jobs. Many a good man will wis 
he had stayed with his old boss. 
Let’s use common sense, and no 
rush into a new job without talk- 
ing it over with our employer and 
considering the matter from eve 
angle. 
“Let’s all work together, boys, 
and stay together, so we can go 
ahead together after the war.” 


Chevrolet Buys Plant 
To Make Forgings 
DETROIT. — Negotiations have 
been completed for the acquisition 
of the American Steel & Wire Ca 
plant in Anderson, Ind., it was an- 
nounced Friday by M. E. Coyl 
general manager of Chevrolet. 
Aluminum forgings for aircraft 
engines will compose the output o 
the plant. Immediate remodeling 
and rearrangement of the propert: 
to accommodate the large presses 
and furnaces used in forging alu- 
minum are contemplated, 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, JANUARY 25, 1943 


the 4th Dimension 


potlight 

American Brake Shoe Foundry 
Co. will advertise in 1943 to spot- 
ight the important role that parts 
Manufacturers are playing in 
America’s war production program. 
This plan was outlined by W. B. 
iven jr., president of American 
Brake Shoe, in announcing the ap- 
ointment of Brooke, Smith, 
rench & Dorrance, Inc., of New 
York and Detroit, as the com- 
pany’s advertising agency. 

Details of the program have not 
been finally determined, but the 
ampaign will appear in an exten- 
sive list of business and trade pub- 
ications, starting soon. 


ears 
Principal concern of advertisers 
over curtailment of print paper for 

publishers this year is the possi- 
ility of unbalance in publications 

and eventual rationing of advertis- 

ing space, if further paper cuts are 
nade, according to the New York 
imes. 

“Advertisers are fearful,” 
was noted, “that some publica- 
tions will reduce the space al- 
lotted to text and keep the ad- 

yertising space unchanged. In 
England the paper curtailment 
order provides that text and ad- 
vertising ratios conform to cer- 
tain standards. 

“While the 10 per cent reduction 
n print-paper consumption is not 

too serious, advertisers are fearful 

hat if the reduction is broadened, 
advertising space will eventually be 

ationed and established adver- 
sers will be taken care of first. 
This will work a hardship on new 
advertisers or on old companies, 
yhich have decided to go into ad- 
vertising for the first time or 
broaden their campaigns.” 


Named 
William H. Knight has been ap- 
bointed director of sales and mar 
ket research for Elastic Shop Nut 
Corp., Union, N. 
J.. Thomas R. 
Corpe, company 
general sales 
manager, an- 
nounced. 
Knight joined 
the company in 
August. He was 
formerly vice- 
president of the 
Electric House- 
hold Utilities 
W. H. Knight Corp., Chicago 
Prior to that he 
was a sales executive for Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Co. in Akron, O., 
emphis, Tenn., and Houston, Tex. | 


heturns | 


John M. Bonbright has returned 
to Campbell-Ewald, Detroit, as an 
account executive, on special as- 
signment. 

Bonbright, with the agency on 

e Chevrolet account for 10 years, 
was with the Fisher Body division 
during most of last year, preparing 
echnical publications for the 

isher Tank Section. 


Advances 

Charles J. Durban has been ap- 
pointed assistant director of ad- 
yertising for United States Rubber 
Co. Durban en- 
tered the rubber 
business from 
the advertising 
agency field in 
1927 and joined 
the United States | 
Rubber organiza- 
tion in 1937 to 
merchandise U.S. 
Royal Master 
Tires. 

In 1939, he was 
made advertising 
manager for U.S. | 
Tires, and, upon acquisition of the | 

isk Rubber Co., was appointed | 
advertising manager for the tire| 
division in July, 1940. He will con- | 
inue to supervise all tire adver- 
tising in addition to his broader 
company duties. 


Upholds Ban 
Validity of state laws regulating 


C.d. Durban 


Parts Makers in Spotlight; 


Fears on Paper 
By Pete Wemhoff 


outdoor advertising was upheld in 
a decision just handed down by the 
Vermont supreme court. The 
opinion held that the legislature, 
in exercise of its police powers, 
may permit or deny the right of 
use of the highways, Outdoor ad- 
vertising was ruled to be a use of 
the highways even though bill- 
boards might be located on private 
property. 

Billboards owned by Kelbro, Inc., 
Burlington outdoor advertising 
agency, were involved in the case. 


Contract 

Kelly-Springfield Tire Co., sub- 
sidiary of Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
Co., has placed its advertising con- 
tract with Compton Advertising, 
Inc., New York. 


Pete Wemhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of advertising. 
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Wash. Dealers 
Seek Relief on 
Double Taxes 


SEATTLE.—With the state 
legislative sessions opening Jan. 
11 for biennial lawmaking, dealers 
are getting ready for whatever 
may develop. 

Recent dealer meetings have 
given most attention to rationing 
reactions and analysis. However 
with the first of the year came a 
knotty problem: the ad valorem 
tax on automobiles, trucks, etc., a 
tax on personal property that is 
levied on Jan. 1. 

Due to freezing of automobiles, 
such a tax had already been paid 
once on many cars, none of which 
would now be in stock, in the 
normal course of events. 


Some remedy for the double tax 
on frozen personal property is 
sought either through the state tax 
commission or the legislature. This 
tax cannot be passed on, and deal- 
ers would simply have to absorb it 
as best they could. 

“We find that in a number of 
states where the legislatures have 
met the past year,” said Edward 
L. Rosling, manager-secretary of 


maintenance. So 


Its job was radio ground-station 
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THESE 10 KEY EXECUTIVES at Dodge, each with more than 25 years’ 
experience with the company, are today the men behind quantity production 
of the Dodge-built Sperry Gyro-compass, one of the most delicate pieces of 
precision war work. Pointing at the coments is J. Lamborn, vice- 
nt in charge of manufacturing at all Dodge plants. With him are 

harles T. Winegar, R. R. Morrison, Grover Eads, F. A. Upton, E. H. Wilshire, 
Thomas B. Hys oP. Vv. E. Blue, O. H. Jacobs and illiam Peacock. In 
World War I, all these Dodge executives were concerned with the manufacture 
of the intricate recoil mechanisms of the famous French 75 mm. howitzers. 


'the Seattle Automobile Dealers; second tax payment, on the same 
Assn., “laws have been passed to —s which has been 
assist dealers, either by reduction — 


Pet 7 
or outright elimination of the’ offers necmnom —_ 


x 


Reports from users indicate that 
Ameripol tires are “‘at least the equal 
of tires made with natural rubber.” 


its 29,519 miles 


at LaGuardia Field, N. Y., lend-lease 
was the important topic of discus- 
sion. Aid for Britain was being 
urged. The war still seemed far off. 

Yet more than half the rubber in 
the tire shown is synthetic. For 
even then B. F. Goodrich had sold 
Ameripol Silvertowns to 
hundreds of cooperative 
companies and car owners 
who wanted to help get 
America’s synthetic rubber 
program started. 

This tire was one of those 
tested by American Airlines. 


were not limited to smooth high- 
ways. It bumped across dirt and 
gravel roads, covered every kind of 
highway and byway in the country. 

This Ameripol Silvertown, as you 
can see, isn’t worn out. Many others 
have gone 30,000 miles and over. 


Here’s the same tire 
after 29,519 miles— 


still good for 


thousands more! 


Here are a few of the many American businesses which bought Ameripol Silvertowns 


AETNA LIFE INSURANCE CO. ... AMERICAN AIRLINES, INC.... AMERICAN CAN CO... . BALTIMORE AND 
OHIO RAILROAD... BEECH-NUT PACKING CO... THE BORDEN CO....J. |. CASE CO....GENERAL BAKING 
CO.... GENERAL OUTDOOR ADVERTISING CO.... THE GRAND UNION COMPANY ... GULF OlL CORPORA- 
TION ... GEO. A. HORMEL & CO....INGERSOLL-RAND CO.... KELLOGG COMPANY ...NEW YORK CENTRAL 
SYSTEM ...NEW YORK TELEPHONE CO....PET MILK SALES CORP.... PHILLIPS PETROLEUM CO... . PILLSBURY 
FLOUR MILLS CO... . SOCONY-VACUUM OIL CO. ... STANDARD BRANDS, INC... . SWIFT & COMPANY ..- 
THE TEXAS CO. ...U. S. GYPSUM CO. ... WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH CO. ... and many other important 


companies in communities from coast to coast. 


Today, B. F. Goodrich synthetic 
rubber is being used in many prod- 
ucts now serving with the armed 
forces. Until the war is won, there 
will be little, if any, for civilians. 
But there’s a real promise for you in 
Ameripol: for if Silvertowns are 
made with synthetic rubber after 
the war—they’ll still be 
your best tire buy. 
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Vital Vehicles Rated No. 1— 


Canada Puts Service 


On Priority 


Special to Automotive News 
MONTREAL.—Under a new 
wartime order signed by J. H. 
Berry, motor vehicle controller, and 
approved by Donald Gordon, chair- 
man of the Wartime Prices and 
Trade Board, priorities have been 
established On motor vehicle repair 
work. Repairmen and repair shop 
owners have been instructed that 
they must keep a record of time 
spent on each class of vehicle. 
“This doesn’t mean that there’s 
a prohibition of repair work,” an 
automobile official said. “It merely 
means that trucks and passenger 
cars engaged in vital war service 
are to be given priority over those 


Rogers Urges 
Shops to Ration 


Their Facilities 


CHICAGO.—John L. Rogers, di- 
rector of the Division of Motor 
Transport, ODT, last week called 
upon garages and automotive serv- 
icing establishments to “ration 
their facilities and mechanics’ time 
and to give precedence to essential 
transport units.” 

“I do not believe it is generally 
realized that we are confronted 
with a shortage of many of the 
vital parts and materials required 
in automotive maintenance,” Rog- 
ers declared. “This situation has 
grown steadily worse until] today 
an unusually large amount of truck 
time is being lost. In some cases 
vehicles are laid up for weeks be- 
cause of scarcity of needed replace- 
ment parts. 

“While the situation is acute, and 
it may become worse before it gets 
better, we believe that a decided 
improvement in the parts and ma- 
terials situation will take place as 
soon as the new Controlled Mate- 
rials Plan gets into operation. 

“IT can assure you the mainte- 
nance of our highway transport 
equipment is one of the most im- 
portant problems confronting the 
Division of Motor Transport today. 
Our trucks, buses and passenger 
cars cannot be replaced until after 
the war. To assure needed high- 
way transport every essential] vehi- 
cle must be maintained, repaired 
and kept in service.” 


DeVilbiss Gets 
Army-Navy E 


TOLEDO —An Army-Navy E 
was presented last week to the 
DeVilbiss Co. for excellency in war 
production. Grove Patterson, edi- 
tor of the Toledo Blade, was toast- 
master at the ceremonies. 

Lieut. Col. T. H. Eickhoff pre- 
sented the burgee, with Allen D. 
Gutchess, president, receiving for 
the company. Lieut. C. W. Nisula 
represented the Navy and pre- 
sented the workers’ pins. 


American Hammered 


Gets Army-Navy E 

BALTIMORE.— An Army-Navy 
E flag was presented to American 
Hammered Piston Ring division, 
Koppers Co., by Rear Admiral 
Ernest M. Pace jr., here Jan. 23. 

Vice-President Allen W. Morton 
accepted the flag for the organiza- 
tion. Col. Richard N. Atwell, of 
Army Ordnance, then presented in- 
dividual E lapel pins to a com- 
mittee of workers. 


3,884 F seer a 


VANCOUVER, B. C.—Motor vehicles 
licensed to operate in British Columbia 
totaled 127,945 at the end of November, 
approximately 1,000 less than on the 
corresponding date last year. The war 
program added 2,671 to the number of 
licensed commercial automobiles dur- 
ing the license year to Nov. 30, but 
there was a decrease of 3,884 in the 
number of licensed passenger cars. 


for o pep-restoring rest on an 


inner-spring mattress in a noise- 
ae proofed, comfortable room ... then 
@ satisfying meal, and a fresh start. 


HOTEL ayfair ST. Louis 


= Over 50% of all rooms $3.50 or fess single 


tary LANDING place 


Pred 


Basis 


vehicles that are in less essential 
services.” 

Motor vehicles owned or oper- 
ated by the Allies’ armed forces, 
by Royal Air Force Ferry Com- 
mand or by any of the auxiliary 
war services, are to have first pri- 
ority when it comes to having 
their vehicles repaired. 

After that, any commercial mo- 
tor vehicle, truck, bus, tractor, 
ambulance, motorcycle used for 
commercial delivery, fire truck or 
other fire department vehicle comes 
first. 

Third in line for repairs are any 
motor vehicle, the owner of which 
is the holder of a ration book of 
other than category AA. 

Then cars owned by AA ration 
book holders will be _ repaired. 
Automobile authorities said that 
under present conditions there was 
no fear felt that any motor vehicle 
would be left unrepaired. 

The new order will help deter- 
mine the degree of essentiality for 
repair shops in the maintenance 
of motor vehicles as an important 
factor in the transportation sys- 
tem of Canada, said Howard B. 
Moore, general manager of the 
Federation of Automobile Dealer 
Assns., of Canada. 


Good Used Cars 


Become Scarce 


In Canada 


MONTREAL.—Scearcity of good 
used cars, caused by a decline in 
the normal number of trade-ins for 
new cars, has driven used car 
dealers to turn to enlisted men 
and those who can’t operate cars 
on AA gasoline rations, to supply 
the used cars needed by war work- 
ers and employes in semi-essential 
industries. 

Many large used car dealers are 
advertising for the first time in 
newspapers for such needed cars. 
They won’t buy used cars unless 
the tires are in good condition, a 
dealer said. 

In some cases used cars are en- 
joying, for the first time, the dig- 
nity of being sold through show- 
rooms previously occupied by new 
autos exclusive. There are enough 
good used cars with good tires to 
fill Canada’s needs for the next 
four months, and there are still 
about 150 new cars for sale to 
those who can prove they need 
them. The new cars will be gone 
within two months, it is predicted. 


Battery Inventory Rules 


Explained by WPB 

WASHINGTON. — Inventory re- 
strictions applicable to replacement 
and rebuilt storage batteries in 
hands of producers, are distinguish- 
ed from those held by distributors 
in an explanation made last week 
by the automotive division, WPB. 
The distinction is as follows: 

Inventory restrictions are eased 
slightly for 1943 to offset seasonal 
sales trends. A 90-days’ supply of 
replacement batteries is permitted 
to distributors as against a 60-days’ 
supply allowed in 1942. An inven- 
tory of 120-days’ supply may be 
held by producers instead of the 
60-days’ supply permitted in 1942. 
A “90-days’ supply” is defined as 
the aggregate number of replace- 
ment batteries sold during the cor- 
responding month of 1942, plus the 
number sold during the following 
two months in 1942. A “120-days’ 
supply,” as it applies to the pro- 
ducer, means one-third the number 
of batteries sold by him during the 
calendar year 1941. 


"42 Colo. Fuel Taxes 


Down $500,000 

DENVER.—Wartime curtail- 
ment of motor vehicles in 1942 cost 
Colorado more than half a million 
dollars in motor fuel taxes as com- 
pared with 1941 receipts, it is an- 
nounced by Harry L. Eilmann, 
chief deputy state auditor. 

Total revenue from the gasoline 
tax during the year was $9,491,460, 
of which $1,324,452 was refunded to 
non-highway gasoline users and 
$245,500 was spent for administra- 
tive purposes. 


Now a Munitions Plant . . . 


GENERAL VIEW of the machine shop at the W. R. Stephens Co., 


Minneapolis, 


which converted a 2,600 


annual Buick sales business into a 


24-hour-a-day war munitions plant employing 90 persons. 


HERE IS the drilling, burring, slotting and final inspection department at 


, 


the W. R. Stephens Co. 
department. 


Women workers are employed principally in this 


But Also Boosts Service— 
Stephens Converts Business 
Into Munitions Plant 


MINNEAPOLIS.—W. R. Ste- 
phens Co. here has converted a 
2,600 annual Buick sales business 
in the Twin Cities into a 24-hour- 
a-day war munitions plant em- 
ploying 90 persons. 

Largest Buick dealer 


‘How To Keep 
Car Healthy on 
Rationed Diet’ 


SOUTH BEND.—Restricted driv- 
ing necessitates some changes in 
maintenance practice if an auto- 
mobile is to be kept in efficient 
running condition, Studebaker en- 
gineers point out in a brief folder 
entitled “How to Keep Your Car 
Healthy on a Rationed Diet,” just 
issued by the company’s Owner 
Relations division. 


Under restricted driving, for ex- 
ample, it is advisable to re-schedule 
lubrication and inspectors on a 
time rather than a mileage basis, 
the engineers explain. Batteries, 
too, should be inspected and re- 
charged with greater frequencies 
than customary, they add. 


The quality and quantity of oil 
in the crankcase also should be 
watched more carefully today as 
its function can be seriously im- 
paired by water due to condensa- 
tion, the engineers warn in the 
new booklet. Moisture is produced 
in the process of combustion and 
is not evaporated so readily by 
short trips at slow speeds. A pint 
or more of water per month may 
settle in the crankcase and, if not 
drained at proper intervals, be- 
comes churned with the oil form- 
ing a soapy mixture commonly 
known as sludge. 

Studebaker engineers also sug- 
gest that normal tire pressures be 
increased about 15 percent. Such 
increase will have little effect on 
the quality of the ride at speeds 
under 35 miles per hour but will 
greatly extend the life of the tires. 

This new folder, a companion 
piece to the widely read “How to 
Worry Successfully About Your 
Automobile” booklet upblished 
several months ago, is now being 
distributed to consumers through 
Studebaker branches and Stude- 
baker dealers. 


in the 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s ‘‘Sparks’’ column 
is read by the ‘‘wide-awake” in 
industry. 


northwest, the Stephens company 
not only converted a large part of 
one of its buildings to vital war 
work, but it also increased cus- 
tomer labor business 27 percent 
in 1942, exclusive of parts. 

The war plant has absorbed 
much of sales and other person- 
nel thrown out of work by curtail- 
ment of car sales. Normally 68 
salesmen were employed, but the 
wartime sales staff numbers four. 


At present the plant is retooling 
for work on another war contract, 
after completing one which re- 
quired turning out 2,000 pieces 
daily. The new contract will keep 
the plant busy until late next fall. 
In charge is W. R. Stephens jr. 

Stephens sr. has been connected 
with Buick since 1912. He was 
general salesmanager of the Pence 
Automobile Co. until 1930, when 
the Pence Co. ceased and the W. 
R. Stephens Co. of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul was formed. He has seen 
the Twin Cities Buick business 
grow from an annual 150-car turn- 
over to a high of 2,600 cars in 1941. 


Pete Wembhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of advertising. 


USED CARS—SERVICE 


Used Car Sales 
Take Drop in 


San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO.—Used car sales 
in December, as reported by dea 
er-members of the San Antonio 
Automobile Trades Assn., totaled 
173 units in comparison with 30 
for the preceding month. The re- 
port follows: 

There were 567 cars in hand at 
the start of the month with sales 
numbering 173 units for a w 
turnover of 31 percent as compared 
with 50 percent for November; a 
total value of $79,908, and a tur 
over value of 34 percent as com- 
pared with 61 percent for Novem- 
ber; and an average value of $46 
against $567. 

There were 554 cars on hand ¢ 
the end of the month, having 
total valuation of $226,513, and an 
average value of $409 against $4 
for November. 

In November there were 300 cars 
sold for a unit turnover of 5 
percent, a total value of $152,321, 
a turnover value of 61 percent, ang 
an average value of $508. Ther 
were 567 cars on hand at the end 
of the month having a total valug 
of $233,963, and an average valué 
of $413. 

In December, 1941, there wer 
694 cars sold for a unit turnover 0 
81 percent, a total value of $293,942, 
a turnover value of 86 percent, an 
an average value of $424. There 
were 1,128 cars on hand at the end 
of the month having a total value 
tion of $465,752, and an average 
value of $413. 


Would License 
N. H. Mechanics 


CONCORD, N. H.—(UTPS). 
One of the first measures intro- 
duced in the 1943 biennial legisla- 
ture would require licensing oO 
garages and automobile mechanics 
in the state, with mechanics to pa 
fees ranging from $2 to $5, accord 
ing to length of experience. The 
bill is sponsored in the House b 
kKep. Paul J. Kendrigan of Man 
chester. 

Under its provisions, there would 
also be a licensing commission and 
an office headed by a manager 
whose salary would be $2,500 
year. 


Pontiac Dealers’ 


Salvage at Peak 


PONTIAC.—The continuing scrap 
and salvage drive among Pontiac 
dealers hit its biggest 30 days re- 
cently, reports Verne L. Murray, 
acting general salesmanager oO 
Pontiac Motor. 

From the compilation of lates 
returns, Murray reports that Pon 
tiac dealers collected 536 tons of 
iron-steel, 25 tons of lead, nearl; 
25 tons of rubber, nearly two ton 
of copper, two tons of brass, three 
tons of tin and nearly two tons 0 
aluminum. 


Operators in Agreement “e 


U.S. Orders 72-Hour Week 


For Gasoline Stations 


DETROIT.—Generally favorable 
reaction greeted the Office of 
Petroleum Administrator’s order 
last week limiting hours of opera- 
tion for gasoline stations, to con- 
serve manpower. 

Under the directive, stations may 
stay open not more than 72 hours 
a week, and for not more than 12 
hours a day. Excepted are stations 
staying open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

The 24-hour-a-day alternative 
will permit so-called truck sta- 
tions to serve common carriers 
and other T-card holders, said 
Ralph K. Davies, deputy petrol- 
eum administrator. 

The order also provides that sta- 
tions must post, in a conspicuous 
place, their opening and closing 
hours. If a dealer elects to operate 
72 hours a week, he must serve 
customers for no more than a total 
of 12 hours in any one day; the 12 
hours may not be divided into units 
of less than two consecutive hours. 

If a dealer elects to remain 


open 24 hours a day, he must 
serve all customers for 12 con- 
secutive hours six days of the 
week; only T-card holders may 
be served during the remaining 
period, 

Most station operators are of the 
opinion that, with manpower sq 
short, the new directive will per 
mit them to remain in business 
and still serve customers’ needs 
adequately. 

If a dealer elects to operate 72 
hours a week, he must maintai 
this schedule for at least seven 
consecutive days before he may 
change over to the 24-hours-a-day; 
7-days-a-week basis. 

If a dealer elects to operate o 
a 24-hours-a-day basis, he must 
maintain this schedule for at least 
30 consecutive days before he may 
aang to the 72-hours-a-week sys- 
em. 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s “Sparks’’ column 
8 read by the ‘wide-awake’’ in 
industry. 
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“As Aid to Transportation .. . 


60 Cities Stagger 


y orking Hours 


WASHINGTON.—To meet un- 
precedented increases in the use 
of mass transportation facilities, 
more than 260 cities staggered 
orking hours in 1942, it was re- 
ported last week by Thomas H. 
acDonald, commissioner of public 
pads and chairman, Highway 

Traffic Advisory Committee to the 
ar department. 

More than 100 additionzl cities 
have completed or are completing 
preliminary surveys on which to 
base a staggered-hour plan where 
it is shown to be needed. 

An estimated 1,000 war plants 
also have independent staggered- 
our or staggered-shift arrange- 
ments in force. One plane factory, 
for example, increased the num- 
per from four in July, 1941, to 31 
shifts or groups in November, 1942. 

“Staggered hours is a ‘must’ in 
many cities where population is 
skyrocketing,” MacDonald _ said. 
“Mass transportation facilities can- 
not possibly be expanded to handle 
he load. They are already heavily 
loaded, though serving only about 
0 percent of all war workers who 
need transportation. 

“In most large cities the transit 
pad must be spread out over a 
considerable period of time, morn- 

g and evening, so that buses and 
Street cars will not pile up in the 
business district in the attempt to 
get everybody in or out at the 


same hour and so that each vehicle 


xperts Suggest 
Ways to Speed 


Wartime Traffic 


WASHINGTON. — Six ways to 
speed up traffic under wartime 
onditions, thereby saving rubber 
and fuel, were discussed last week 
at a conference of street traffic 
xperts called by Joseph B. East- 
man, director of the Office of 
Defense Transportation. The con- 
erence agreed that failure to ad- 
just street traffic controls in line 
with changed conditions has creat- 
d a needless waste of time, gaso- 
line and rubber. 

The conference further agreed to 

ake specific recommendations to 
the ODT on the following subjects: 

1. Elimination of unnecessary 
raffic signals. . 

2. Improvement in signal timing. 

3. Improvement in signal coordi- 
nations. 

4. Non-use of signals in off-peak 
ours. 

5. The function of the traffic 
officer on fixed post. 

6. Establishment of war trans- 
portation routes. 

The findings of the conference, 
Attended by more than 20 traffic 
authorities, will be drawn up and 
presented to Director Eastman. 


Tire Applications 
Exceed Supply 


LOUISVILLE.—Louisville’s _ tire 
rationing center has three times as 

any applications on hand as 
here are Grade 3 tires for motor- 
ists with A and B cards who can 
qualify for them. 

The demand has been so great, 
an Official said, that the ration 
board already has exhausted the 
January quota. The quota for the 
month is 2,176 Grade 3 tires, 781 

rade 2 and 671 Grade 1, a total 
of 2,900. 

However, the official said, if the 
ountry’s quota is not cut further, 
all applicants for replacement tires 
nder the regulations set up by 
OPA may receive them by Apr. 1. 


ight Won on Saving 


Of Antique Cars 
WASHINGTON.—Automobile Old 
imers, Inc., has won its fight in 

rescuing historically-valuable anti- 

gue cars from the junk pile. The 
orseless Carriage Club and Anti- 
que Automobile Club of America 
ere also in the fight. 
Covering their problem is a WPB 
ruling: “An old vehicle, other than 
carefully-preserved antique, may 
be considered junk is incapable of 
service and cannot be put in 
unning order within 60 days.” 


can make several trips.” 

Even though some communities 
have already staggered working 
hours, the pressure on transporta- 
tion facilities will continue to 
mount, MacDonald predicted. 


“Even those cities which may 
now feel they have effected a full 
sequence of starting hours are 
likely to discover within a few 
months that their transportation 
load must be spread over the en- 
tire 24 hours and their working 
day organized clear around the 
clock,” he pointed out. “Starting 
hours spotted at intervals between 
7 and 10 a.m. will soon be entirely 
inadequate in many places.” 

Community _ staggered-hour 
undertakings vary all the way 
from merely delaying the opening 
hours for schools to wholesale 
change in the starting and stop- 
ping time of factories, offices, 
stores, and schools, MacDonald 
pointed out. 


Women Test Driving 


At Army Depot 
DETROIT.—The first women 
to take over Army test driving 
are now performing that diffi- 
cult task at Fort Wayne Ord- 
nance motor supply depot. Up 
and down hills and over difficult 
terrain for 50-mile runs, which 
take two and a half hours, is 
the job these first women test 
drivers, who drive a total of 200 
miles daily, are doing for Uncle 


Put into effect first as an 
experiment, it has now proved 
that women can take over test 
driving. At Fort Wayne, their 
new role has allowed the men 
they replaced to return to 
mechanical work where help is 
badly needed. 


New Heavy Tire 

AKRON.—An earthmover and exca- 
vating tire, possessing a new degree of 
anaes and strength, and said to 
provide 98 percent more resistance to 
body breaks than tires heretofore 
available for this field of operation, is 
announced by Firestone Tire & Rubber 
Co., and is identified as the Firestone 
Rayon Multi-Ply Tire. 


Democracy is the American way of 
life; let’s keep it that way. 


‘Motorist Is Prize Sap’ 
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‘Gestapo’ Methods 67 UPA ~ — 


Denounced In Mass. 


Special to Automotive News 


BOSTON. 


country,” Herman A. MacDonald, 


state commissioner of public works, | 


said last week in a scathing state- 
ment on present conditions result- 


ing from the critical oil and gaso- | 


line situations that have bewildered 
motorists. 
The chaotic 
elimination of so-called pleasure 
driving coupled with daily state- 
ments, each emphasizing the dire 
penalties that can be enforced, has 
caused much resentment. Many 
motorists questioned OPA’s right 
to stop them on the highways. In 
Brockton, the chief of police re- 
fused to furnish policemen for the 
job. More than 2,000 registration 
numbers of cars were taken in a 
drive by OPA men who believed 
motorists were using their cars to 
go to amusement places, etc. Cars 
are Outlawed on the roads Sundays 
except for a few exemptions. 
Commissioner MacDonald said: 


How the Quality Appeal of MOBILOIL can 
Benefit Your Entire Business! 


“The Massachusetts , 
motorist is the prize sap of the} 


ATIONED, worried motorists want 
products they know are good! 
That’s why Mobiloil — world’s larg- 
est-selling motor oil—can be so valu- 
able to your entire business today. 
Its reputation helps to give motorists 
confidence in everything you sell! 


But that’s just the start! Socony- 
Vacuum specialists help train your 
men in turning lubrication customers 
into service buyers...and vice versa! 
That’s the heart of our “Modern 
Service Methods.’”’ Get complete de- 
tails today. 


Write to Car Dealer Division, Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., Inc., 26 B’way, N.Y.C. 


SOCONY-VACUUM'S 


MODERN 
SERVICE 
1 ee 


HELP YOU! 


Sales training courses for 
your entire staff! 


Experts help analyze your mar- 
ket — determine potential, 


Specialists study your shop 
layout— offer sound advice. 


“If the federal government does 
not want any passenger vehicles 
on the highways, and desires gaso- 
line for empty Army trucks run- 
ning all over the Commonwealth, 
why doesn’t it say so, and the poor 
motorist can save a lot of money 
so he will be able to help pay the 
enormous federal income _ taxes 


conditions of the | @8sessed? 


“The motorist licenses his car by 
registration,” he continued, “pays 
for a license to have the privilege 
of driving; the cities and towns 
assess a substantial excise tax on 
each motor vehicle, then the fed- 
eral government comes along with 
another excise tax; then he is ra- 
tioned as to gasoline, rationed as 
to tires, and if he has any extra 
tires, they are taken away from 
him. 

“After he has paid all these 
taxes,” said MacDonald, “then 
snoopers along the highways want 
to know why he is driving his car.” 


SOCONY-VACUUM 


THE MARK OF QUALITY 
MOTORISTS ARE LOOKING FOR 


Hard-hitting promotion ma- 
terial is available to you! 
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TRUCK SECTION 


Commereial Car News ; 


A Regular Monthly section for the men who make, sell and service America’s SMU UUE 


ial 


Buses and Commercial Vehicles. 


7%% of For-Hire Trucks Out of Service 


Truekin’ 


see 
New Film 

Bear Punch 

Dealer “Nut” 


By 
Jack Weed 


E crystal gazers at Timken 

Detroit Axle Co. certainly did 
a remarkable job of timing their 
new truck conservation film, which 
is just now ready to “hit the road” 
under the guidance of Timken 
field men. This new film dives 
headlong into the most vital need 
that “on rubber” transportation 
has today—the training of both 
driver and mechanic to save vital 
and essential parts in our truck 
freight carriers. 

Mechanics and drivers are both 
short—as every dealer and truck 
operator knows—and as it is so 
glaringly shown in the results of 
the survey being made by the 
Michigan Trucking Assn., com- 
mented on elsewhere in this issue. 
Green drivers “hogging” a heavily- 
loaded tractor semi over snow- 
drifted roads can bust up more 
parts than the mechanics can re- 
pair, if he doesn’t know how to 
drive properly or doesn’t give a 
damn. The new film puts the 
driver as much in the parts con- 
servation picture as it does the 
management and mechanic. 

* * * 


YOUR TRUCKIN’ commentator 
was invited by Larry Fischer and 
O. E. Johnson of Timken to pre- 
view this much-needed film with 
the district managers last Thurs- 
day, when the district boys were 
being put through the hurdles of 
how to show it to fleet operator 
and truck dealer groups of drivers 
and mechanics. It is a remark- 
able job of picking the oats out 
of our biggest automotive freight 
transportation headache. Little 
time is given to things not essen- 
tial or to trying to put glamour 
into a slidefilm presentation. 

It tells the boys that they are 
to blame for broken axle shafts if 
.they try to “rock” a heavily-loaded 
job out of a hole, if they try to 
“jump” a truck out of a soft spot 
or don’t use the gear shift lever 
at the right time or place. Axles 
are made out of metal with 
strength limits; engineers incorpo- 
rate an ample factor of safety in 
each design, but no metal or de- 
sign will stand up under the im- 
possible in abuse. 

With replacement parts critically 
short, the driver can be a trans- 
portation “saboteur” as dangerous 
to our war effort as the guy who 
throws a wrench into production 
machinery, if he doesn’t use his 
head when behind the steering 
wheel. The slides show how a 
driver can beat hell out of his 
truck or, by using ordinary intel- 

(See TRUCKIN’, Page 29, Col. 1) 
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Private Owners 
Are Warned of 


More Restrictions 


ODT Asks Operators 
To Use Own Initiative 
To Preserve Vehicles 


NEW YORK. — Increasing 
gravity of wartime problems 
confronting the trucking in- 
dustry was stressed by gov- 


ernment spokesmen address- 
ing a two-day conference of the 
National Council of Private Motor 
Truck Owners, Inc., which con- 
cluded here Jan. 20 at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania. 

Emphasis was placed by the gov- 
ernment officials on the need for 
individual initiative in meeting the 
problems, rather than seeking re- 
lief through government action. 
As to the latter, broadened rather 
than diminished, stringency was 
indicated. 

No resolutions were presented 
during the conference. It was 
announced that resolutions, 
predicated upon roundtable dis- 
cussions and addresses at the 
conference, would be sent to 
members for a mail vote. 


Seriousness of the rubber situa- 
tion was depicted by Dr. Charles 
F. Phillips, chief of the OPA’s 
automotive supply rationing di- 
vision, who warned that either 
synthetic rubber must be produced 
this year in the volume planned 
or a narrower definition of “es- 
sential requirements” will have tc 
be adopted. 


“The rubber situation today is 
tight and tomorrow it will be: 
desperate,” he told the 250 attend- 
ing private truck operators. “We 
entered the present year, accord- 
ing to a recent report from the 
office of the rubber director, with 
a stockpile of crude rubber which 
approximates 400,000 tons. 

“Against the crude rubber on 
hand we have requirements for 
577,000 tons of crude and syn- 
thetic regarded as necessary for 
industrial inventories.” 


Expressing appreciation to the 
truck owners for their past co- 
operation, John L. Rogers, director 
of ODT’s division of motor trans- 
port, urged them to continue to 
bear with the government agency 
in working out wartime problems. 
The ODT’s chief objective, he said, 
is to see that motor transport in 
the United States is maintained 
at its most efficient point to con- 

(Continued on Page 28, Col. 4) 


Truck Releases 
Are Nearing 


100,000 Mark 


WASHINGTON.—A total of 1,217 
trucks, trailers and miscellaneous 
vehicles was released under the 
truck rationing program during the 
week ending Jan. 16, WPB auto- 
motive division announced last 
week. 


Civilian users and holders of 
Government exemption permits re- 
ceived 208 light, 636 medium, and 
191 heavy trucks, 136 trailers, and 
46 miscellaneous vehicles. 

Since the rationing program be- 
came effective March 9, 1942, a 
total of 99,775 vehicles of all types 


'|}has been released. This total in- 


cludes 22,458 light, 52,795 medium, 
and 12,294 heavy trucks; 7,144 
trailers, and 5,084 miscellaneous 
vehicles. 


Now’s the Time to Fight 


For Sane Truck Laws 


State highway barrier laws are scheduled to be the 
principal subject of discussion at the Council of State 
Governments meeting taking place in Baltimore as you 


read this issue of AUTOMOTIVE NEWS. 


Senators and 


congressmen from every state are in attendance at the 
session, which opened Sunday and continues through 


Tuesday night. 


At this meeting pressure will be put on the representa- 
tives, especially from the “bottleneck” states, to make 
their truck weight and length laws correspond favorably 
with the laws of the majority of states so that shipments 
of vital produce and freight can go from shipping point 
to destination without the constant harrassing and 


holdups at state lines. 


The Army, ODT and other government bodies having 
to do with freight-by-truck movement in this country 
are all in favor of one universal road and weight law 


for all states. 


The only energetic opponent to such sane 


legislation seems to be the rails, who through their 
Pelley Committee and other lobbying bodies, are credited 
with putting these various conflicting laws on the books 
of states that act as “bottleneck” barriers to both east 
and west and south and north interstate truck movement. 

Right now the record is being written by those in 


attendance at this all-state 


council, as to which states 


continue to be governed by politicians who are admittedly 


anti-truck or pro-rail. 


Truck dealers and operators, who fear how the repre- 
sentatives of their state may vote on this vital and 
necessary legislation, should wire their representatives 


right now. 


Only the dealers and operators can furnish 


the voice to combat rail propaganda. 


Manufacturers 


Cite Progress 


In War-Vehicle Output 


DETROIT.—The automotive in- 
dustry’s truck, bus and trailer 
manufacturers will report to the 
Army on what they have been able 
to do in the war effort when the 
governing board of the Military 
Vehicles division of the Automotive 
Council for War Production makes 
its formal report to the Board of 
Investigation and Research in 
Washington today. 

Among those who will report on 
different phases of “Commercial 
Motor Vehicle Improvements 1921- 
1942” and the influence of commer- 
cial vehicle technological develop- 
ment on the production of military 
vehicles, as well as war transpor- 
tation, will be I. B .Babcock, presi- 
dent, Yellow Truck & Coach Co., 
chairman, Motor Vehicle Govern- 
ing Board; Frank Fageol, presi- 
dent, Twin Coach Co.; Les Allman, 
vice-president, Fruehauf Trailer 
Co.; George M. Kellogg, Interna- 
tional Harvester Co.; George Mal- 
comson, Dodge; A. Gelpke, chief 
engineer, Autocar Co., and Robert 
F. Black, president, White Motor 
Co. 

The House Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce, and 
officials of other governmental 
agencies concerned with transpor- 
tation matters, have been invited 
to sit in with the Board to hear 
the reports. 

Babcock, in the opening report, 
calls attention to congress’ fore- 
sight in creating the Research 
Board, and to its value to the 
nation not only under present war- 
time conditions but how it will 
greatly aid in maintaining Ameri- 
can superiority after the war. He 
also points out that the reports 
from the various divisions of the 
Council demonstrates why Ameri- 
can-made military vehicle equip- 
ment moves the fastest and strikes 
the hardest under varying operat- 
ing conditions. 


Babcock sums up his part of the 
report by stating that technological 
development of commercial and 
military vehicles since the last war 
has brought us to the point where 
there is hardly any such thing as 
a truck today. “What we have is 
an almost numberless assortment 
of commercial vehicle types—each 

(See REPORTS, Page 29, Col. 1) 


Trucks on 


Rear Axle Parts 
Top Long List of 


‘Dead Line’ Items 
Shortage of Skilled 


Manpower Continues 
To Hamper Hauls 


DETROIT. — Shortage d 
vital parts is beginning to 
rub shoulders with t 
acknowledged scarcity of me- 
chanics andexperience 
drivers as a main cause for truck 
going on the “dead line.” 

Results of how these shortage 
are hitting 54 “for-hire” fleet truck 
operators in the Michigan, Ohig 
Indiana area, are shown in a sur 
vey which has not yet been com- 
pleted. The compilation of thg 
number of trucks out of servic 
due to parts and manpower short- 
ages as taken from this survey 
date, is given in a table on thi 
page, along with a list of the un- 
obtainable parts that are me 
tioned most often. 

This survey shows that right nov 
approximately 7% percent of thes 
highly essential vehicles are down 
because they could not get pa 
or mechanics to keep them 
repair. 

These fleet trucks haul war g 
to a very high percentage. Eve 
company hauls both incoming and 
outgoing freight for direct wa 
production manufacturers, somé 
having as high as 75 percent of 
their business in this classificatio 

The problem that confronts 
America can be found in_ the 
answer to the question: “Does th 
survey of vital for-hire truckers 
in the arsenal of democracy are 
hold good nationally?” If h 
answer is yes, then America is 
already in a serious transportatio 
bogdown that only the quickes 
action by the WPB can prevent 
from becoming so serious as 
hamper our whole war effort b 
spring. 

The survey shows that the mos 
keenly-felt parts shortage is in 

(Continued on Page 29, Col. 1) 


Dead Line 


Due to Lack of Manpower 


Drivers Mechanics Vehicles 
Short 


165 


Companies Vehicles Short 
54 7,587 665 


*Due to lack of parts and manpower. 


Average Time 


Down* Out of Service 


573 


Due to Shortage of Parts 
(Figures indicate number of times each part is mentioned in survey.) 


Axle parts 
Axle shafts 
Ring gears and pinions 
ometer parts 
ub bolts 


il 
9 


hain 

Load binders 

Universal joints 

Bushings 

Rod bearings 

poneveine bearings 
n 


Motor sleeves 
Ignition parts 
Radiators 
Carburetor parts 
Transmission parts 
Differential parts 
pare plugs ; 

as engine plugs 
Crankshaft 
Camshaft 


rocker arm shaft 
Push rods 
Distributors 


Wire for lighting 
Rear end housings 
Fenders 
Headlights 
Timing gears 
Water pumps 
Fuel pumps, parts 
Panels 

aon for repairs 
'o 


os _ 8 

ngs. 

Wheel fa 
Cylinder head 
Valves, valve 
Bolts and nuts 
Welding rods 
Springs 

Fire extinguishers 


Anti-freeze 

Drive shafts 

Copper tubing 

Door handle, lock parts 
Motor blocks 

Hose 


Clutch parts 
Tractor frame 
Body parts 
Brake parts 
Motors 
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Hearings to Start Today in 


(Big-Truck Legislation 
teappears in Ore. 


pecial to Automotive News 

PORTLAND, Ore.—“Big Trucks” 
are already to roll into this session 
Bf the Oregon legislature, as they 
have in several past sessions, this 
ime apparently with more of a 
hance to get their loads through 
the legislature than has been the 
ase in the past. 


The current big-truck bill is all 
drawn and ready for introduction. 
t provides, as it has in past’ ses- 
sions, that 60-foot trucks, with a 

aximum load of approximately 
71,000 pounds depending upon the 
axle load, can be operated over 
he state’s primary highways in 
nterstate or other transportation. 

The law now bars trucks of that 
size and weight, forcing the trans- 
port companies either to break 
their loads at the state boundary 
ines of California, Washington 
and Idaho, or to tranship from the 
big trucks to smaller ones. 


The current bill has been drawn 
to meet with the standards set up 
by the federal bureau of roads for 
interstate use in highway transpor- 
tation. It also meets with the part 
approval of the state highway com- 
mission, with the reservation that 
the truck companies shall be com- 
pelled to use the main highway 
—" designated by the commis- 
sion. 


The measure also provides that 
each county shall have control of 
the use of its roads by heavy 
transport concerns while the cities 
are to have the same veto power 
egarding the use of their streets, 
other than those which have been 
designated as intra-city sections 


Drivers Warned 
Of Discipline for 


Misusing Trucks 


PHILADELPHIA. Asserting 
that careless drivers responsible 
for truck breakdowns are “sabo- 
teurs,” Edward P. Crumbock, in- 
ternational vice-president of the 
AFL Teamsters’ Union and presi- 
dent of Philadelphia Local 107, told 
trucking company Officials and rep- 
resentatives of the War Manpower 
Commission here last week that 
such drivers will be disciplined by 
their union and possibly expelled 
from membership. 


Crumbock’s statement was made 
at a meeting of the labor-manage- 
ment committee of the Philadel- 
phia trucking industry, held in the 
Offices of the Pennsylvania Motor 
Truck Assn., after Milton C. Har- 
rison, of the Mack Transportation 
Co., declared a large proportion of 
the truck breakdowns here was 
the fault of the drivers. 


“Accusations of flagrant misuse, 
as far as we are concerned,” Crum- 
bock said, “will result in the driver 
being hauled up for a fair hearing 
and, if the charges are sustained, 
we will no longer represent him 
and may order his expulsion from 
the union.” 


Crumbock further argreed that 
truck operators needing additional 
help may draw from a pool of 500 
non-union drivers, who are to be- 
come eligible for union member- 
ship after probationary periods. 


W. C. Stapleton, district repre- 
sentative of WMC’s apprentice and 
training service, said the effect 
of Crumbock’s two actions would 
ease “the drastic shortage of truck 
drivers here, get a new supply of 
good drivers and preserve equip- 
ment.” 


Don’t Use Friction Tape 
On Lights, Trucks Told 


BALTIMORE.—(UTPS)—Bus and 
truck drivers in the Eastern Mary- 
land dimout area have been asked 
by the War Production Board to 
stop using friction tape on head- 
lights in complying with dimout 
regulations. 

The WPB order said rubber is 
used in the manufacture of such 
tape and its production had been 
“limited to produce a minimum of 
tape for essential industrial pur- 
poses.” 


of the state highway, under the 
jurisdiction of the state highway 
commission. 


The big-truck issue has been 
one of the hottest fighting spots of 
past sessions and in all probability 
will not be entirely frigid at this 
once. However, the main highways 
have been reconstructed and 
straightened so that, with the ex- 
ception of a relatively few moun- 
tain crooks, they are considered 
side by side with general passenger 
use. 

The very controversial problem 
of the control of log trucks in 
their operation, especially over the 
county and secondary highways, 
still is a much unsettled issue. 


Richmond Dealer Ups 


Truck Service Volume 

RICHMOND, Va.—McKimmie 
Motor Co., here is doing a good 
business in truck service, spe- 
cializing in fleets. 

It advertises extensively in 
attention of “Dyers & Cleaners, 
Laundries, Grocers, Florists, 
Contractors, Wholesale Dis- 
tributors and Merchants” to its 
service. 


War Bond Bull’s-Eye 


Awarded to Reo 
LANSING.—Reo Motors, Inc. has 
been awarded the Treasury depart- 
ment’s War Bond Bull’s-Eye flag. 
Reo, it is pointed out, has reach- 
ed the mark of 11.35 percent par- 
ticipation in the purchase of War 
Bonds on the payroll deduction 
plan, exceeding by 1.35 percent the 
10 percent participation quota re- 


quired to receive the Bull’s-Eyc; fices and business at Detroit, but| “Grandfather's 
brought | 


flag. 


‘Grandfather's 


WILMINGTON, Del.—With the 
outcome awaited with considerable 
trucking industry interest, a spe- 
cial three-judge federal court will 
sit here, starting Jan. 25, for trial 
of the case of Transamerican 
Freight Lines, Inc., successor in 
interest to Earl H. Daniel doing 
business as the Owl Transporta- 
tion Lines, against the United 
States and the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. 

The special court, from which 
an appeal can be taken directly 
to the U. S. Supreme Court, will 
consist of Judge John Biggs jr. of 
the Third Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals, and District Court Judges 
Albert L. Watson of Scranton, Pa., 
and Paul Leahy of Delaware. 

The suit of the trucking com- 
pany, which has its principal of- 
is 


operates’ interstate, 


He who keeps it rolling 
is an indispensible Soldier 
on the home front! 
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Clause’ Case 


under the Fifth Amendment to the 
Constitution and seeks an injunc- 
tion enjoining the enforcement of 
an ICC order of March 4, 1942, 
aenying the plaintiff all operating 
rights. The action was taken by 
the ICC on the basis of the prede- 
cessor company, Earl H. Daniel 
doing business as Owl Transporta- 
tion Lines, having interrupted 
service. 

However, the plaintiff company 
which purchased the Daniel busi- 
ness, asks the court to find that 
any interpretation to service of 
the predecessor company was 
beyond control of the petitioner. 
The plaintiff company also asks 
the court to find it the successor 
in interest to Earl H. Daniel as 
to operating rights of Daniel as a 
common carrier under the so-called 
Clause” of the 
Motor Vehicle Carrier Act of 1935. 


® 


cry 


ONGER TRUCK LIFE is the No. 1 objective for every truck owner and user. The 
life of every truck engine, chassis, and set of tires belongs to the nation, Every extra 
mile from every truck is a step nearer Victory. 


Make every truck mile count. Watch everything... tires, load distribution, over- 
loading, brakes, wheel alignment, chassis, transmission, lubrication, carburator, 


pistons, spark plugs, etc. 


International Harvester’s Truck Service facilities — complete, well 
equipped, well trained—are pledged to keep ’em fit to keep ’em rolling! 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY 
180 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE 


INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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As ODT Sees It: 
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Critical ’43 Faces 
Trucking Industry 


WASHINGTON. — The trucking 
industry, holding its own during 
1942 despite mounting difficulties, 
faces far more serious problems in 
1943 than any encountered during 
the first year of the war, in the 
opinion of the Office of Defense 
Transportation. 

Not yet “over the hump” as far 
as rubber is concerned, the in- 
dustry during 1943 will be faced 
with a new and, perhaps, even 
more serious combination of prob- 
lems. These problems are the 
rapidly growing shortages of man- 
power, parts and vehicles—none of 
which presented any critical diffi- 
culties during 1942. 

No truck owner in the United 
States—from the farmer or corner 
grocer, with a single delivery truck, 
to the big fleet owner—will be im- 
mune. 

For some, the tire shortage will 
continue as the most pressing 
problem. For others, it will be 
lack of manpower for operation 
or maintenance or both. For others, 
it will be parts. For others, it will 
be vehicles. For many, it will be a 
combination of all four. 

All these problems are being 
closely watched by the ODT, and 
programs have long been under 
way to prevent them from becom- 
ing more serious. 

By and large, truck operators 
have indicated they are aware of 
the seriousness of the situation 
facing the industry and are tak- 
ing steps to eliminate equipment 
and manpower, the ODT said. 

Briefly, here’s the way the situa- 
tion looks to ODT: 

Tires—Military requirements for 
rubber will leave only 45 percent 
as much crude rubber for com- 
mercial motor vehicles for 1943 as 
they used up in 1941. Moreover, 
most tires now being built for 
commercial vehicles are composed 
of a mixture of crude and re- 
claimed rubber, which means that 
they will wear out faster and 
won’t stand up as well under heavy 
loading or other harsh treatment. 
It also means that speeds must be 
held down. 

Manpower — Shortages of man- 
power, both for operation and 
maintenance, began to crop up in 


Feb. 1 Deadline 
For Paying Back 


Wages to Drivers 


NEW YORK.—Details necessary 
to the announcing of a War Labor 
Board directive making effective a 
blanket wage increase of 11.3 cents 
an hour, or approximately $5 a 
week, for 15,000 truck drivers and 
helpers were completed at a meet- 
ing here of joint negotiating com- 
mittees representing local and over- 
the-road truck operators and three 
locals of the International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters. 

The increase, which now has 
WLB approval, was contained in 
an award issued Oct. 30 by Hugh 
E. Sheridan as arbitrator of the 
dispute between the employers and 
unions, Both sides had agreed in 
advance to accept Sheridan’s award 
as it affected wages on a basis 
retroactive to Sept. 1, when the 
former contract expired between 
Locals 807, 282 and 816 of the Team- 
sters Union and the employer 
groups, including the Merchant 
Truckmen’s Bureau of New York, 
Highway Transport Assn., Express 
Owners Assn., Master Truckmen of 
America, and the New York State 
Motor Truck Assn. 

Although the employers asked 
for a longer period, Feb. 1 was the 
latest date the unions would con- 
cede as the deadline for payment 
of retroactive wage increases which 
are now due. This short period, it 
was pointed out, represents a 
severe hardship on the operators in 
view of the time needed to recom- 
pute records and the fact that 
heavy fizancial burdens at this 
time of the year will make it diffi- 
cult for many to raise the money. 


Peru Commission 
WASHINGTON. — A transportation 
commission has been appointed in 
Peru to meet the difficult situation 
caused bv a shortage of tires and mo- 
tor vehicle parts, according to the 

U. S. department of commerce. 


1942 and will become steadily more 
serious during the next 12 months. 
The trucking industry continues 
to be subject to a two-way man- 
power drain—one from the armed 
services, the other from war plants. 


This means that everything pos- 
sible must be done, through train- 
ing, upgrading of workers and 
otherwise, to utilize available man- 
power to its maximum capabilities. 
It means also that women must 
take over “man’s work” wherever 
practicable. 


Parts—The parts situation can 
be summed up in four words: 
“Tight and getting tighter.” As 
1942 closed, stocks or certain vital 
parts, such as crankshafts for cer- 
tain engines, had been exhausted. 
Many other parts were hard to 
find owing to drains on local 
stocks. 


Recognizing the need for keep- 
ing present vehicles in operation 
as long as possible, the ODT has 
taken steps to speed up production 
of parts in 1943. But crankshafts 
and other parts take alloy steel, 
and this is a critical material. 
Every part that goes into a civilian 
truck takes so much steel away 
from military production. Produc- 
tion will be carefully trimmed to 
actual requirements. 

Venictes—There were some local 
tieups due to lack of equipment, 
but so far there has been no 
serious overall shortage of trucks. 
There are several reasons for this. 
When the war started, there were 
4,838,378 trucks under registration 
in the United States—the largest 
number in the history of the in- 
dustry. Although production of 
trucks for civilian use was stopped 
shortly after Pearl Harbor, replace- 
ments were not altogether shut 
off. New vehicles in the hands of 
dealers were frozen and are still 
available to operators who need 
them for essential operations. In 
addition, many truck services have 
been eliminated or curtailed, which 
has resulted in the release of some 
trucks from one operation to an- 
other and has cut down wear and 
tear on others. 

Applications reaching Washing- 
ington through the filter of the 
Local Allocation Offices for authori- 
zation to purchase new trucks 


Charcoal to Gas .. . 


NORTH CAROLINA PAPER CO. solves its gasoline problem by installing 


a hardwood charcoal burner on its truck to furnish fuel similar to that ob- 
tained from burners now in use in several European countries. 
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DIAGRAM of the control hooku 


to the driver’s compartment so that he 


can switch from the gasoline used for starting to the charcoal fuel after engine 


warms up sufficiently. 


have fallen from a peak of 3,000|°° 


a week last Spring to between 800 
and 900 a week. ODT officials cite 
this decline as an indication that 
actual need for replacement ve- 


hicles has been offset to a great|.. } 4! 
extent thus far by the conserva-| si 


tion programs already in effect. 


While no figures are yet avail-| 3 i 
able on the number of commercial | “= 


motor vehicles scrapped during 


1942, it is expected that they will 


total more than 200,000. 

FarM TRANSPORTATION—One of the 
most serious transportation prob- 
lems facing the country for 1943 
is in the farm truck field, where 
increased production has resulted 
in greater use of vehicles, where 
the average age of trucks is 
traditionally greatest and where 
advanced maintenance facilities 
are not always available. 

Over-THE-Roap Service—The con- 
tinuance of adequate over-the-road 
motor transport also can be ex- 
pected to become increasingly diffi- 
cult during 1943. Here’s where the 
war load is heaviest already, and 
production did not hit its full 
stride in 1942. While there has been 
no serious shortage of over-the- 
road trucks and trailer combina- 
tions up to the present, the in- 
crease in traffic during the past 
months has left less time than 
normally for maintenance of equip- 
ment, and as the manpower situa- 
tion becomes tighter, maintenance 
problems will assume larger and 
larger proportions. 

Loca, Service—A substantial part 
of the 40 percent mileage reduc- 
tion necessary to meet the 55 per- 
cent reduction in crude rubber 
available for 1943, as compared 
with 1941, will have to come from 
local delivery operations. The ODT 
estimates that mileage already has 
been cut by more than 25 percent 
in this field, but it is believed that 
a much greater reduction can be 
made during 1943, without loss of 
needed service to the public. 


WOODEN TIRE used to supplement 
the rubber tire in backwoods work. 
The wooden tire is mounted on the 
outside of dual wheels so that it 
takes a considerable share of the load 
when going over soft ground, but 
ne contact until truck is under 
oad. 


Heavy Trucks 
Get Six-Ply’s 


MONTREAL. — New restrictions 
on the sale of six-ply tires are an- 
nounced by the Canadian Depart- 
ment of Munitions and Supply. 
Tires of this type now may be 
sold only for eligible heavy-duty 
trucks. 

Manufacture of tube valve stems 
has been placed on a 70 percent 
quota, the department said, and 
Rubber Controller Allan H. Wil- 
liamson has_ suggested dealers 
should remove stems from worn- 
out tubes and use them to replace 
damaged ones. This will not be 
considered a violation of the regu- 
lation prohibiting cutting or de- 
stroying a tube, as long as the 
rubber portion of the worn-out 
tube is quickly disposed of through 
recognized channels, Williamson 
said. 


Obituaries— 


Frank E. Wills 
GREENFIELD, Ind. — Frank E. 
Wills, 52, Ford dealer here, died re- 
cently. He came here eight years ago 
from Linton, Ind. 


Fre BOK 18%/2" 
HoPPER 30*/6" 

DIAGRAM OF BURNER showing 
how this home-constructed gas gen- 
erator was built. Note charcoal load- 
ing hole at top of hopper is fitted with 
airtight cover which forces gases to 
outlet opposite air-intake port. 


Mack Elects 
Bissell, Ruhf 


NEW YORK.—Louis G. Bissell, 
of Chadbourne, Wallace, Parke & 
Whiteside, has been named chair- 
man of the board of Mack Trucks, 
Ine. 

C. T. Ruhf, operating vice-presi- 
dent, was made president of the 
manufacturing subsidiary and di- 
rector and executive vice-president 
of the parent company. Action on 
the presidency of the parent firm 
was deferred. E. C. Fink, president 
and board chairman, died recently. 


24. Cars Sold 


COLUMBUS, O.—Titles of ownership 
for 24 new passenger automobiles were 
filed in the office of clerk of the courts 
during the first 15 days of January, 
it is regorspe by Clerk J. Arthur 
Yoder. uring the same period in 
1942 the number of titles filed was 230. 


TRUCK SECTION 


Charcoal Burner 
One Answer to 
Gasoline Shortage 


DETROIT.—One answer to thg 
problem gasoline rationing pose 
for the motorist and trucker has 
been worked out successfully by 
North Carolina paper and 
company, operator of trucks haul- 
ing raw materials for paper pro 
duction. Gas produced by burning 
hardwood charcoal in metal cham- 
bers built onto their trucks, ha, 
effected a solution to the fue 
question. 

A hopper holding 125 pounds o 
charcoal will operate the firm’s 
Chevrolet truck eight hours, equiva 
lent to about 10 gallons of gasoline! 
While bulky and cumbersome, and 
in no sense comparable to gasoline 
from an efficiency standpoint, the 
charcoal gas is a useable substi- 
tute, as this organization has 
demonstrated. 


The gas producer consists of a 
hopper-type metal chamber at 
tached to the chassis of the truck. 
In this chamber, charcoal is con- 
sumed at a low temperature. Gases 
are drawn by vacuum to the motor 
through scrubbing apparatus, con- 
sisting of ash catchers, coolers and 
filters. The final filter is filled with 
oil, which removes all foreign mat- 
ter that might harm the motor. 
Thus only cleaned gases are drawn 
into the engine for combustion. 


Weight of the equipment is ap- 
proximately 600 pounds. Engines 
must be started on gasoline and 
kept running constantly, since the 
charcoal fires will die out in about 
10 minutes. 


While the trucks do not develop 
as much torque on charcoal gas 
as on gasoline, horsepower does 
not seem to be affected, for once 
the load is underway, little change 
can be detected from the gasoline 
operation. 


This same company, experiment- 
ing with other substitutes, has de- 
veloped a wooden tire, several 
types of which have been tested. 
One is composed of a number of 
wedge-shaped pieces of hardwood, 
bound with cable and a metal band 
similar to a wagon wheel. 


White Reveals 


700 in Service 


CLEVELAND.—More than 700 
employes of the White Motor Co. 
have already joined the fighting 
forces of the United States, apart 
from the number who have joined 
from field offices, and the figure is 
swelling daily. 


White remembers its men in 
service in various ways, In the 
first place, there is a huge honor 
roll board, located in the central 
corridor of the busy plant where 
all may see. The company’s semi- _ 
monthly plant paper, “The White 
Victory Reporter,” likewise carries 
the honor roll in each issue with 
latest names included. The paper 
also has a section devoted to the 
news and photos of White’s uni- 
formed men in this country and 
abroad. The paper goes to every 
man whose military address is 
known and to the families of the 
service men so that constant con- 
tact is maintained. White recently 
mailed out Christmas presents to 
all of its fighting men. 


Private Cars Carrying 


Pupils Don’t Need CWN 

WASHINGTON.—A Certificate of 
War Necessity is not required for 
a private passenger automobile 
used in transporting students be- 
tween their homes and school by 
@ person driving between his home 
and school, even if compensation is 
paid, ODT points out. 


Station wagons and suburban 
carryalls used in the same manner 
do require a Certificate of War 
Necessity, however. 


Stick to Job 

WASHINGTON.—Forty-three Amer- 
ican civilians, engaged in commercial 
motor vehicle operation and mainte- 
nance, were pungent by the war one 
day out of Manila, bound for service 
on the Burma Road. The 43 voted to 
stick with their assignment and most 
of them are still in China organizing 
repair schools and stations to rehabili- 
tate thousands of crippled trucks 
needed in China’s war effort. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 
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Weight Laws Outmoded? 


Tire Pressure Theory a 
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Offers Solution 


Special to Automotive News 
BOSTON.—A truck tire exerts 
no more pressure on the road, re- 
pardless of size or the load in the 
vehicle, than the pressure per 
square inch within the tire, it is 
laimed by Harold B. Church, 
prominent transportation expert 
and owner of one of the largest 
fleets in this area. 


Church, in presenting his claim 
to Washington authorities in an 
attempt to get all tire weight laws 
suspended for the duration of the 
war, pointed out that L. W. Teller, 
of the bureau of public works, 
agreed with him as do prominent 
professors at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and Dart- 
mouth College. 


If this theory is correct, our pres- 
ent state weight limitation laws 
are imposing a terrific hardship on 
the interstate movement of vital 
war munitions and other freight 
that is not justified by the bar- 
riers a number of states have 
raised, based upon the ability of 
their roads to carry the traffic. 


To offset the present weight per 
axle or gross weight per vehicle 
limitations, which are now in effect 
in many states, the following com- 
ments by Church may offer some 
points for study and testing by the 
various bodies interested: 


“As a suggestion for revising 
legislation I would except pneu- 
matic-tired motor trucks from all 
weight laws,” Church says. “I 
would then give the State Public 
Works Departments authority to 
make rulings limiting the air pres- 
sure over certain highways during 
the period frost is coming out of 
the ground and also authority to 
prescribe maximum pressure for 
the protection of second-class or 
Other inferior roads. 


“Aside from posting the bridges 
this is all the regulation that is 
needed to adequately protect our 
highways at this time, any further 
restriction is persecution rather 
than regulation. 


“An interesting development of 
my theory is the fact that the 
weight of any truck can be ob- 
tained without the use of a scale 
by measuring the contact area of 
each tire, multiplying the number 
of square inches by the pounds of 
pressure within the tires and total- 
ing that of all the tires. The result 
will give the gross weight of the 
truck. 


“For example, take a truck hav- 
ing a gross weight of 48,000 pounds 
with 10 tires inflated to 80 pounds 
per inch; 48,000 pounds divided 10 
times equals 4,800 pounds per tire. 
This 4,800 divided by 80 pounds 


Indiana Governor 
Urges a New 


Weight Tax Law 


INDIANAPOLIS.—Enactment of 
a new truck weight tax law de- 
signed to raise $1,500,000 annually 
was urged by Gov. Henry F. 
Schricker in his message to the 
state legislature here. 

Pointing out that such a levy 
was one of the recommendations 
made by a 23-member commission 
after a study of the state’s high- 
way problems, Gov. Schricker de- 
clared: 

“Because of the present shrink- 
age in highway funds and the 
pressing need for a substantial re- 
serve to support accelerated post- 
war construction, I respectfully 
urge enactment of a new truck 
weight tax law, calculated to yield 
an annual revenue of at least $1,- 
500,000. The fair-minded trucking 
interests of our state, I firmly be- 
lieve, will admit the justice of such 
legislation. 

“It is well to remember that the 
1941 law on this subject was in- 
validated only because of a de- 
fective title and that no truck 
weight tax of this character has 
accrued to the benefit of our high- 
way system during the last year.” 


It takes a strong fish to swim against 
the current, and a good dealer to 
stay in business now: 


equals 60 inches, which will be the 
area of contact of each tire. 

“To reverse this to obtain the 
weight of truck we’ have 60 inches 
of contact, which we multiply by 
the air pressure, 80 pounds; 60 
times 80 equals 4,800 pounds which 
gives the weight on each tire, 
times 10 tires gives us the gross 
weight of 48,000 pounds, which is 
our answer, weight of truck. 

“Therefore it follows that under 
our present illogical weight laws 
all the enforcement officer needs to 
weigh the truck is a tire gage and 
the means for obtaining the area 
of contact. There is a slight error 
in the theory caused by the stiff- 
ness of the tire carcass, and 
strange as it may seem as a result 
of this error the pressure per 
square inch exerted on the high- 
way by an empty truck is greater 
than the pressure exerted by a 
loaded truck.” 


WHEN MEMBERS of the “Vacs,” 


Service, journey to Army camps they travel in this old White bus. 
bus instead of driving private cars, 


the 
1,000 miles of tire wear daily. 


4. Midwest Truck Firms 


Merge Operations 
CHICAGO.—By authority of 
ODT, four Midwestern trucking 
concerns last week announced a 
coordination of their over-the-road 
activities as a means of saving 1% 
million tire miles annually without 
reducing service and also of mak- 
ing more trucks available through 


Hollywood’s Volunteer Army Canteen 
By using 
the group saves approximately 


consolidation to handle civilian 
goods. 


Parties to the merging of opera- 
tions are the Burlington Transpor- 
tation Co., Chicago; American 
Freight Lines, Peoria, Ill.; Mer- 
chants Motor Freight, Inc., St. 
Paul, Minn., and Dohrn Transfer 
Co., Rock Island, Ill. 


Democracy is the American way of 
life; let’s keep it that way. 


aoe? 
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... IN TIME OF WAR 


PREPARE FOR PEACE 


Bendix-Westinghouse should play an important 


Unpredictable as the future may seem, peace will 
come ... It always has! And in its wake will follow 
complexities to overshadow our current difficulties 
* It behooves us then to put to work the lessons a 
belligerent world has forced upon us *% Certainly now 
is the time to see that every piece of rolling equipment 
is brought up to its highest peak of efficiency. And 


since modernizing 


Brake Control is one of the 


quickest, relatively inexpensive and surest ways 
of accomplishing this end, it seems logical that 
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Va. to Study 
ODT’s Request 
On New Tax 


RICHMOND, Va.—An early 
meeting of the State Reciprocity 
Board will be called by Gov. Dar- 
den of Virginia to consider a 
recommendation by Joseph B. 
Eastman, director of the Office of 
Defense Transportation, that Vir- 
ginia suspend for the war’s dura- 
tion the application of its 2 per- 
cent gross receipts tax and other 
“barriers” to non-Virginia motor 
freight carriers. 

Eastman, in a letter to Gov. 
Dardan, took the position that, 
without considering the merits of 
the tax question itself, Virginia’s 
insistence on applying it to out-of- 
state carriers apparently would 
bring retaliation from other states 
and interfere with the free flow of 
commerce. Such a condition, he 
said, would hinder important war 
transportation. 

The ODT director added that 
Virginia’s policy made it a minor- 
ity of one against the other 
Atlantic Seaboard states. 


part in your present program of rehabilitation * 


Of this you may be certain. . . 


it is traditional that 


whatever your plan or schedule, you'll find 
Bendix-Westinghouse and a nationwide organization 
of Authorized Distributors ready to serve you. Here 
you will also find an intelligent understanding of 
your most complex control problems backed by 
a scientific research which assures you a 
world standard of safety, in war as in peace. 

LTS) 

BENDIX-WESTINGHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE AIR BRAKE CQ;"1_> 
ELYRIA, OHIO Vaan 


ARE DEVOTED TO YOUR CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY 
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AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, 


White Engineer Looks Ahead— 


More Strength, Less Weight 


Seen For Postwar Trucks 


CLEVELAND. — According to 
Robert Cass, chief engineer of 
White Motor Co. the chemical 
engineer will have a tremendously 
important part to play in the pe- 
riod following the present war. 

His ability ‘to combine various 
elements and compounds will give 
us many new materials of greater 
strength and less weight, Cass 
said, and this will have its effect 
in the motor truck field, especially 
in providing more power per pound 
of metal and the consequent sav- 
ing in payload. 

The war has given an aluminum 
capacity seven times what it was 
in 1939, and this supply will have 
a strong influence in material se- 
lection, he believes. Furthermore, 
high grade secondary aluminum 
has been found decidedly promis- 
ing for products which formerly 
were confined to the first grade 
material. The meaning of this 
from an economy standpoint is 
evident. 


D 


In the same way, magnesium, 
which had comparatively limited 
use in this country prior to the 
war, may fill a new role of im- 
portance. Magnesium is just as 
low in price as aluminum per 
cubic foot, its weight being only 
60 percent as great as aluminum, 
Cass pointed out. 

Other material advancements 
have been so great during the war 
period that striking application in 
postwar products may be expected, 
he said. The great strides in syn- 
thetic rubber production, added to 
the natural product, will give us 
resources we have never before 
approached. And in the steel field 
we find a story of alloys that will 
make possible metals of specific 
characteristics to suit any purpose. 


Fuels for our motor vehicles will 
likewise provide the benefits of 
wartime experimentation and de- 
velopment. Unless there is govern- 
ment restriction, and based on past 


progress, we should be able to get 


85 octane gasoline as standard and 
90 to 95 octane as premium grade, 
he said. 

From a design and operating 
standpoint, motor vehicles may 
well gain from the methods now 
in use in supercharging aircraft 
engines. This may bring a marked 
advantage in the reduction of 
pounds per horsepower, Cass as- 
serted. Lighter materials will add 
still further to the benefits, so that 
engines of smaller size for a given 
horsepower can be used, thus in- 
creasing the payload and revenue 
possibilities. 

Since such engines will be called 
upon to handle a greater heat 
exchange, new materials in pistons, 
valves and other affected parts can 
be expected. So, too, we can ex- 
pect a new cooling system and 
new lubricants to resist the higher 
temperatures. 

War vehicle design has already 
stimulated the imagination, and 
many are asking why we can’t 
have adaptations of these designs 
in our postwar veihcles. As a typi- 
cal example, the advantages of the 


Half-Trac are pointed out, and it | 


is suggested that a similar track 
support would be most desirable 


in trucks engaged in off-the-road | 


travel. 


RIVING of the ALCAN highway through five weeks 
before schedule established new records—in 
national cooperation—in Army efficiency—in engi- 


inter- 


neering and contracting ability—in unprecedented speed of 
road building against difficult conditions rarely encountered. 


To meet the need for trucks 


“that could take it” 


dependence was placed upon hundreds of Ford Trucks 


converted by _ the 


powerful, heavy duty units. 


Trucks 


THORNTON 
a a tL 
Wheel-Drive 

CONVERSION 


TRUCKSTELL method 


into rugged, 


Each truck, engineered by Truckstell, was equipped 
with a THORNTON Four Rear Wheel Drive and a 4 to 6 
cubic yard Anthony Dump Body. 


Greatly increased traction gained by two driving azles 
instead of one—doubled gear speeds—and improved flotation 
—enabled these trucks to haul capacity loads through muck 
and mire and contribute substantially to the success of the 
project. 


TRUCKSTELL pioneered the method of building “Little 


into BIG ONES.” 


This system, now approved 
by Government officials, has produced thousands of trucks, 
some of which are operating on practically every Govern- 
ment project. 


Investigate the TRUCKSTELL method of converting 
any make of medium truck into a complete heavy unit; 
also the different kinds of truck equipment available for 
meeting every need. 


eval 


oN ST tem Lee ee rast 
DISTRIBUTORS of Tedded and Approved TRUCK EQUIPMENT 
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TRUCK SECTION 
ODT Asks Cooperation... 


Warn Private Owners 
Of More Restrictions 


(Continued from Page 24) 


pooling of drivers, maintenance 
staffs and training programs. 

A. M. Grean jr., Ward Baking 
Co., was reelected president, with 
other officers named as follows: 
Eastern vice-president, G. W- 
Laurie, Atlantic Refining Co.; Cen- 
tral vice-president, O. A. Brouer, 
Swift & Co.; Western vice-presi- 
dent, A. Arnold Anderson, Private 
Truck Owners Bureau of Cali 
fornia; Southeastern  vice-presi- 
dent, E. M. Fetherston jr., Co- 
lonial Stores, Inc., and treasurer, 
Robert C. Hibben, International 
Assn. of Ice Cream Manufacturers. 
Leon F. Banigan of Washington 
was continued as managing di- 
rector. 

Elected new directors were Ralph 
D. Ward, Drake Bakery, Inc., and 
Henry R. Worcester jr., Morning- 
side Laundry, Silver Spring, Md. 
Reelected directors were Fred 
Brenckman, the National Grange; 
Arthur C. Butler, Automobile 
Manufacturers Assn.; C. J. Fagg, 
Eastern Brewers Traffic Assn.; 
George Faunce jr., Continental 
Baking Co.; R. J. O’Hare, Shef- 
field Farms Co., Inc.; W. H. Ott 
jr.. Kraft Cheese Co., and Ander- 
son, Hibben and Brouer. 


tribute toward the over-all aim, 
“to win this war.” 

ODT Director Joseph B. East- 
man warned that the “indispen- 
sable” role of private trucks was 
threatened by shortages of rubber, 
manpower, gasoline and _ repair 
parts and declared that 1943 motor 
truck mileage must be reduced to 
60 percent of the 1941 figure. He 
emphasized that increased use of 
individual and joint initiative by 
truck operators, as well as more 
stringent government regulation, 
would be needed to effect the 
maximum mileage conservation. 

In reviewing difficulties in 
carrying out ODT Order No. 21, 
which requires war necessity cer- 
tificates, Eastman said it is 
“proceeding according to expec- 
tations.” He explained that early 
imperfections in administration 
were inevitable, and justifiable 
complaints to be expected. He 
added that his staff was being 
expanded for consideration of 
special problems, and that en- 
forcement would be _ both 
strengthened and improved dur- 
ing the coming year. 

Eastman called upon the truck 
|owners to step up their efforts to- 
| ward mileage conservation through 
|pooling and other joint action. 
| Cooperation of the Department of 
| Justice to sanction such steps, 
| without fear of prosecution under 
|the anti-trust laws, could be de- 
| pended upon, he said. 
| Concerning new equipment, 
Eastman pointed out that WPB 
recently authorized new _ tank 
| trucks. He expressed the hope that 
‘similar authorization for other 
| types of trucks might soon be | 
| possible. 
| Assurances that his office is a 
| temporary wartime measure, | 
| which will be abolished when | 
the need for it ceases, were | 
voiced by the ODT director in 
closing. “Our work is temporary,” 
| he asserted, “We have no desire 
| to stay on.” 
| Occupational deferment under 
| the selective service act is not an 
/answer to the trucking industry’s 
| manpower problems, it was de- 
clared by Otto S. Beyer, airector| 
of the ODT’s division of transport 
| personnel, who said both ODT and} 
|the owners must recognize this| 
|fact and look to other means o 





Stimson Urges 
Army to Take 
Care of Vehicles 


WASHINGTON.—Citing the fact 
that maintenance of trucks, tanks 
and other vehicles is as important 
to the success of the Army as the 
physical fitness of its personnel, 
Secretary of War Henry L. Stim- 
son last week called on the men 
and women of the Army to unite 
in a campaign of preventive main- 
tenance looking toward abolish- 
ment of mechanical failures in the 
machines provided by industry. 


“The Army supervises programs 
to insure the continuing health of 
its men and women,” the secretary 
pointed out. “Maintenance of the 
same degree of perfection in ve- 
hicles depends squarely on their 
crews.” 


He further said: 


“Whether you are in a training 
camp in the United States or in 
the forward line of a combat area, 
‘readiness for battle’ must be the 
standard by which you judge the 
condition of this equipment which 
has been entrusted to your care. 


“The whole long chain of pro- 
duction and supply—from assembly 
at the factory to delivery on a 
distant shore--is severed if a ve- 
hicle’s high perfection is permitted 
to deteriorate through lack of re- 
sponsible care. 

“I call on every man and woman 
serving with the Army of the 
United States to unite in a cam- 
paign of preventive maintenance 
designed to abolish the menace of 
mechanical failures and to get the 
most from the fine machines which 
industry has provided. 

“This is your responsibility. I 
depend on you to see it through.” 


| 


| solving manpower shortages. 


Pleading for greater use of in- 
| dividual initiative by truck oper- 
jators in meeting the manpower 
| problem, Beyer recalled the ad- 
monition that “the Lord helps him 
who helps himself.” 

“Increase tenfold your efforts to 
recruit women and older workers 
not subject to military draft,’ he 
urged the truck owners, declaring 
that with proper training, women 
|can satisfactorily operate many of 
the light trucks. Women also can 
be trained to meet maintenance 
personnel needs, he said, 


Beyer also suggested that sales- 
men and other employes whose 
work has been temporarily elimi- 
nated or curtailed by wartime con- 
ditions could be converted to 
drivers and mechanics. His other 
recommendations for aleviating 
manpower shortage included em- 
ployment of more Negroes and 


It takes a strong fish to swim against 
the current, and a good dealer to 
stay in business now! 


Clear-Traffic Flags 
For War Goods... 


Trucks hauling essential war materiel will soon be carrying 
a special red, white and blue pennant that will allow authorized 
violations of several ODT orders to expedite wartime deliveries. 
Trucks authorized to carry these pennants will be permitted to 
run at speeds in excess of 35 miles per hour, load over or under 
ODT permit regulations and go over routes that will enable them 
to get to the point of delivery in the shortest time possible, regardless 
of whether the owner of the truck has a permit to travel that route. 

Each pennant is issued for the particular run on which the 
truck is engaged, and the driver will also carry. an authorization 
permit signed by the proper officer who issues the flag. The flag 
must be relinquished at the end of the run for which it has been 
authorized, unless the owner has another “flag-type” load ready for 
@ run on another truck of the same fleet, in which case he will 
switch the pennant from truck to truck, It is expected that 
these “clear-traffic” pennants will be ready for issuance about 
Feb. 1. ODT will authorize use of the pennants. 
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7%2% of For-Hire Trucks 


By 


0 Dremekin’....7%... 


(Continued from Page 24) 


igence, get thousands of miles of 
trouble-free work from it. 
* * * 


I WAS particularly pleased to 
see Timken bring out some of the 
points that are so often missed— 
proper lubrication as it applies to 
the amount and type of lubricant 
in rear ends under different con- 
ditions; a warning not to mix 
lubricants; the need for watching 
he dial son the instrument board 
and heed the warning they give of | 
impending danger or failure; the 
effect on functional axle parts of 
mis-rated dual tires and low air 
pressures. 

I recommend that every truck 
dealer get his customers and their 
drivers together for a showing of 
this “conservation of truck parts” 
show. It will be worth all the time 
and energy it takes to arrange for 
it to be shown, in saving trucks for 


Reports 


(Continued from Page 24) 


cesigned to perform specific func- 
tions under a given set of operat- 
ing conditions—conditions which in 
themselves vary almost as widely 
as the jobs today’s commercial ve- 
hicles are called upon to perform.” 

Fageol reports on the advance- 
ment of bus design and operating 
ability during the short space of! 
20 years since buses became an} 
identity in the transportation sys- 
tem. Gelpke reports on the dura- 
bility and safety which constant 
engineering refinement has been 
able to incorporate in bus construc- 
tion. Malcomson reports on the 
advancement in lowering both first 
cost and operating costs of com- 
mercial vehicles and how this con- 
stant refinement toward these ends 
has given the government military 
vehicles of the highest quality at a) 
great saving in cost. » 

Kellogg brings out the restric- 
tions that have been placed on 
automotive transportation by the 
size and weight laws imposed on 
trucks by various states and how 
these restrictions prevent the in- 
dustry to develop one standard 
vehicle for any set operating condi- 
tion that would meet the legal re- 
quirements of all the states. He 
points out that this imposes 
handicap on_ efficient low-cost 
transportation and makes trucks) 
cost more to the ultimate buyer.| 
He concludes with the proposal | 
that much greater standardization 
can be accomplished and more 
economy of operation can be gained | 
if it were possible to have more} 
uniformity among states in their) 
truck regulatory legislation, 

Black sums up the entire report 
in his paper on “Significance of 
these past and current develop- 
ments on the future.” He points 
out that “regardless of who we 
are, or how we live, the public has 
been hit hard because of the con- 
version of our industry to military} 
production and the critical material 
shortages, as well as the fact that 
we have a critical rubber situa-| 
tion.” The commercial vehicle in- 
dustry is set to welcome competi- 
tion in transport, whether in the 
air or on the ground, from an 
economic rather than a legal basis. 








LARGEST BUS in the world, engineered by John Gordon, chief engineer | 


| hat of Rock Island.” 


the duration and keeping our “on 
rubber” transportation rolling. 
That is the one vital job this in- 
dustry and our dealer forces can 
do to help win this war. 

ok * * 


STORY in the last issue of 
the Bear “Line-Up,” which tells 
the Bear-equipped stations how 
they can do their part in helping 
to win this war, just seems to 
breathe the fighting spirit of Will 
Dammann, Bear prexy who never 
misses the opportunity to sell the 
gospel of balanced wheels and 
properly-aligned front ends. This 
story starts out with a truism that 
isn’t seemingly recognized by many 
service station operators in con- 
nection with the running of their 
own business: “This is the most 
vicious and deadliest war of all 
time.” The story warns stations 
to be alert to take care of every 
tire-saving mechanical adjustment 
efficiently and at a fair price. “Be 
fair in charges * * * We’ve got a 
definite responsibility and oppor- 
tunity—let’s not kick it away,” 
goes on the story in Bill Dam- 
mann’s inimical manner. 

I only hope that more shop- 
equipment manufacturers will fol- 
low the lead of this dynamic “brass 
Over-road 
truckers know we are in a deadly 
war and operating under tremend- 


| ous difficulties, without having get- 


rich-quick-boys take advantage of 
the scarcity of parts and me- 
chanics. Our trucks have got to roll 
in spite of this and save rubber 
while they are doing it, or we 
won’t have any rubber to roll on— 
and they must do it on a margin 
between set freight rates and a 
constantly rising cost of opera- 
tion. Servicemen can be damned 
or blessed for the role they play 
in doing their part of this most 
important job. Get the December 
Bear Line-Up and read this story; 
I commend it. 
* * * 

AS OUT to General Motors 

Truck the other day fanning 
with Henry DeHart about condi- 
tions in which the smaller truck 
dealers in the smaller towns find 
themselves, when he brought up an 
interesting factor. He had just 
come back from a swing through 
the Southwest and mentioned. that 
several dealers in the strictly rural 
districts have frozen trucks in their 


Superior Coach Punished 


|For Tire Violation 


INDIANAPOLIS.—After investi- 
gation of charges that the presi- 
dent and vice-president of Superior 
Coach Corp., Goshen, Ind., auto 
body manufacturers, placed pri- 
ority-rated company tires on their 
personal automobiles, the compli- 
ances division of the WPB here 
has issued a 90-day suspension 
order against the firm. 

The violation was_ reported 
anonymously by an employe of the 
firm who wrote the WPB to ask 
why he was denied a much needed 
tire for use in driving to work 
while John Drexler, president and 
Donald R. Farr, vice-president, ob- 
tained new sets. 


Pete Wemhoff's Fourth Dimension 
offers news of advertising. 


at Timpte Brothers, trailer manufacturers and truck body builders in Denver, 


has capacity for 260 soldiers; 106 can 


The bus is 35 feet long, 10 feet wide, 15% feet high. 
is utilized either for standees or seating space. 


square inch 
It is unique inasmuch as the head 


while the aisle space between seats is full height for standees. 


be seated, the balance are standees. 
Double-deck type, every 


room on first deck over seats is low 
On the second 


deck, this arrangement is reversed; the seats are elevated over the center and 


standees are over seats in lower deck at each side. 
arranged just ahead of side entrance. q ‘ 
used materials and scrap while the body is built of wood. 
carry 


now in service at Camp Carson to 
to entrance gate. 


A double stairway is 
The entire chassis was built from 
Two of these are 
soldiers from distant barracks 





shops for which they can find no 
buyers under rationing rules. Also 
that many of these dealers could 
use the money they have tied up 
in the vehicles to further their 
service operations if they could 
sell. But they didn’t know what to 
do. 


Seems to me that here is a tip 
for some of you special-equipment 
dealers who are getting orders for 
jobs that carry priority and have 
difficulty finding power to fill the 
order. I presume there are many 
dealers in rural areas, like these 
dealers down in Texas, who don’t 
have a prospect in their country 
that can buy a new vehicle under 
present rationing regulations—-and 
who would be glad to deliver the 
truck anywhere just to “get shut 
of it.” 


Anthony Gets 
Army-Navy E 


STREATOR, Ill.—An  Army- 
Navy E was presented Jan. 22 to 
the Anthony Co., Inc., manufac- 
turer of hydraulic hoists and 
bodies. 


The company is currently cele- 
brating its 25th anniversary. 


IN BUILDING TRUCKS, 


PLANES, TANKS, GUNS, GYRO-COMPASSES 
AND MANY OTHER WAR PRODUCTS... 


11S. ARMY TRUCK 
ce gee 
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Are Out of Service 


(Continued from Page 24) 


truck axle parts and shafts. This 
shortage would seriously effect only 
trucks that are doing steady hard- 
hauling jobs. But the second high- 
est classification shortage (ignition 
parts) hits all trucks and passenger 
ears alike, since the engines used 
in a large percentage of the trucks 
under survey are also used in 
popular make automobiles. The 
same is true of the fourth highest 
classification, rod bearings; fifth, 
rings and pistons; sixth, carbure- 
tor parts; ninth, water pumps; 
eleventh, radiators, and_ twelfth, 
universal joints. 


Thus this survey may be indica- 
tive of not only some five million 
vehicles in this country, but may 
also be illustrative of what 30 mil- 
lion vehicles are heading into. 

The survey shows, too, that these 
vehicles were down from a low of 
five days to a high of about six 
months. While no figures were ob- 
tained that would show the aver- 
age time each vehicle was down 


SPLASHING 


for the lack of a part, it isn’t hard 
to visualize the loss of transporta- 
tion bottoms to our national trans- 
portation system when we find 
that 573 trucks out of 7,587 were 
down for these periods. 


While adding up the total “out- 
of-service time” reported and divid- 
ing by the number of companies 
reporting gives us an average of 
31/9 weeks, this may be far from 
the actual time lost per vehicle. 
This is due to the fact that many 
vehicles might have been down for 
two weeks, which is the prevailing 
time given by most operators, and 
Only one or two vehicles down for 
the six-month period which shows 
only in the reports of three com- 
panies. 


Now Maj. Cotter 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—William 
Cotter, formerly president of Wolverine 
Buick Co. here, has been advanced 
from captain to maior in the Armv 
Air Corps. Maj. Cotter re-entered 
military service in April, 1942, and is 

now stationed at Salina, Kans. 


'S Sound Photos 


OFF LANDING BARGE “= 


TR 


LEADS WAY IN RECENT INVASION BY U.S. TROOPS 


Dodge was first to land with American soldiers in Africa! 
Radioed photos of this historic landing followed fast on news 
that “unending streams” of other dependable Dodge trucks were 
carrying up supplies to the Russian front. 


On every fighting front . . 
built well by Dodge men, 
Nations’ armed forces! 


On home fronts, too, Dodge 


. trucks, planes, tanks and guns, 
are faithfully serving the United 


Job-Rated trucks are transporting 


essential commodities of industry and agriculture with the 
same time-proved dependability. 


Dodge trucks last longer, are more dependable and more eco- 
nomical because they’re Job-Rated, which means that every 
Dodge truck has exactly the right engine, clutch, transmission, 
and every other unit to fit the job! 


If wartime regulations permit buying, see your 
Dodge dealer for trucks to fit your job. See him, 
too, for All-Fluid Drive Dodge cars, Plymouth 
cars, used vehicles, and dependable service. 


DODGE DIVISION, CHRYSLER CORP., DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


BUILD WELL 
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‘Better Than When They Started’— 
‘Army War Show’ Units Tell 


Value of Maintenance 


Special to Automotive News 
ATLANTA.—(UTPS) — Finishing 
up a gruelling run of 8,500 miles in 
“better condition than when they 
started,” is the performance record 
of 276 automotive units that broke 
into show business early in 1942. 
This is the fleet which traveled 
with and as a big part of the Army 
War Show, to which Ringling Bros. 
relinquished—for the duration—the 
title “Greatest Show on Earth.” 


Sitting in a tent at the final 
encampment in Atlanta, Ordnance 
and transportation officer, Lieut. 
Col. E. B. Moore, gave generous 
credit to Capt. Frank S. Walker, 
Motor Transport Officer, who, in 
peacetime, was president of the 
Walker Freight Service, Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

“The Army show is breaking up,” 
said the colonel, “and we are run- 
ning every unit of rolling equip- 
ment with which we started, and 
they are in better shape by far 
than when they were turned over 
to us last spring, following maneu- 
vers in which they had averaged 


Shortcut Routes Asked 


For Trucks in N. J. 

TRENTON, N. J.—Trucks would 
be permitted. use of the Pulaski 
Skyway approach to the Holland 
Tunnel under a recommendation 
submitted Jan. 11 to Gov. Edison 
by W. Everit Burnet of Orange, 
who also suggested that trucks be 
allowed the use of roads through 
parks. 

Stressing that gasoline would be 
saved by permitting trucks to use 
more direct routes, Burnet de- 
clared that “certainly if it will 
shorten the distance between any 
two points for these trucks, it will 
be of great benefit.” 


i 


Award 


eight to 10 thousand miles of serv- 
ice. Capt, Walker’s crew of 16 
maintenance men and their field 
equipment have kept them rolling 
without a serious breakdown, and 
without recourse to any but field 
repair and handling. 


“This was a task force, includ- 
ing 2,300 men and 99 officers. From 
city to city we transported an aver- 
age of 600 men, together with an 
enormous quantity of materiel used 
and demonstrated in the show, 

“The trip was the equivalent of 
a long, tough marneuver. Circus 
people figure on 10 percent of rain. 
We had 25 percent rain. So the 
maintenance job was complicated 
by heavy mud a fourth of the time. 
And washing facilities were none 
too plentiful,” said Col, Moore. 


Trips from town to town often 
were made at night, following per- 
formances, and sometimes the men 
went through as much as 36 hours 
without sleep. Yet we had no seri- 
ous accidents in the entire tour.” 


Col. Moore passed the _ inter- 
viewer’s questions on how it was 
done to Capt. Walker, after ex- 
plaining that all automotive main- 
tenance work had recently been 
turned over to Ordnance, because 
officers of this branch have engi- 
neered background. 

Capt. Walker told of his rolling 
shop: two wreckers, three parts 
trucks, one paint truck, manned 
by a crew of 16 men—but gave 
major credit for performance to 
what he called “First Echelon 
Maintenance,”directly under Capt. 
Chas. A. Riether, This amounts, es- 
sentially, to close checks on every 
unit every two hours during the 
6,000 miles of convoy driving. 

It is Army practice for a convoy 
to halt 10 minutes every two hours, 
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“FOR OUTSTANDING PRODUCTION 
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NOW IN OUR 25th ANNIVERSARY 
ANTHONY COMPANY, 


STREATOR 


The Anthony Co. and 
its Employees are 
proud of this accom- 
plishment .. . It is a 
fitting climax to our 
25 years of conscien- 
tious service to the 
Hoist and Body indus- 
try. It is an inspiration 
to better our record in 
1943 and for years to 
come. 
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the former truck line operator ex- 
plained, “Most of each 10 minute 
stop was devoted to a close check 
on each vehicle,” he said, “and of 
course there was a more thorough 
check before we rolled on each leg 
of the trip.” 

Although every unit in the fleet 
is four-wheel drive or better, only 
two transfer-case breakdowns oc- 
curred, and both of these came in 
quick succession on the same vehi- 
cle. 

When it closed in Atlanta, the 
Army War Show had played 99 


performances in 18 cities, Jumping} ; 


off from Baltimore, where the unit 
was assembled, the unit played 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Akron, 
Detroit, Milwaukee, Des Moines, 
Omaha, Chicago, Cleveland, Louis- 
ville, Indianapolis, St. Louis, Dallas, 
Houston, New Orleans, Birming- 
ham, in addition to Atlanta. 


The task force has been broken 
up, men and equipment being re- 
turned to the several branches of 
service from which they were 
drawn. The unit was commanded 
by Col. Wilson T. Bals. 

Capt. Walker left his trucking 
business last April to join the 
Army. During World War I he 
served two years in the Marines. 


Jan. 31 Deadline 
On ODT Rations 


WASHINGTON. — Deadline for 
local war price and rationing 
poards to issue temporary trans- 
port rations for trucks, buses and 
other commercial vehicles, has 
been set by OPA at Jan. 31. 


A new amendment to the ration- 
ing regulations also authorized 
rationing boards to issue these 
rations in the following cases, in 
addition to those previously pro- 
vided for: 

1. Where a Certificate of War 
Necessity issued by the Office of 
Defense Transportation clearly 
does not allow enough gallonage 
to take care of the applicant’s re- 
quirements through Jan. 31. This 
provision was previously an- 
nounced, although OPA boards in 
certain cases where authorized to 
issue temporary rations only 
through Dec. 31. 


2. Where a previously issued 
temporary transport ration is in- 
sufficient to meet the applicant’s 
needs through Jan. 31 and the ap- 
plicant has not as yet received his 
Certificate of War Necessity and 
his application has not been denied. 


3. Where a transport ration has 
been granted upon the basis of a 
Certificate of War Necessity and 
the ration is insufficient to fill the 
applicant’s requirements through 
Jan. 31, and where the appeal has 
not, as yet, been acted upon. 


Reports Needed 
On Idle Vehicles 


WASHINGTON.—ODT last week 
reminded owners of commercial 
motor vehicles that all “idle” 
trucks, buses, and other vehicles— 
except taxicabs, rental cars, ambu- 
lances and hearses—must be re- 
ported to the ODT. 

Reports should be made on ODT 
form CWN-3, a single sheet form 
of only eight questions which can 
be obtained from and should be re- 
turned to the vehicle owner’s local 
ODT office. Owners are required 
to list all commercial motor vehi- 
cles which were idle during the 
last 14 days of the month. The re- 
port should be filed within five 
days after the last day of the 
month covered by the form. 


Tire Record Rules Eased 


For Fleet Operators 

WASHINGTON.—Beginning Jan. 
1, fleet operators of commercial 
motor vehicles transporting pas- 
sengers will not be required to 
maintain tire records on each ve- 
hicle’s Certificate of War Neces- 
sity. 

The exemption to the provisions 
of General Order ODT No. 21, re- 
quiring Certificates of War Ne- 
cessity for all motor vehicles, was 
ordered by Joseph B. Eastman, 
director of the ODT. Fleet opera- 
tors must continue to keep tire 
records for each vehicle, however, 
these records to be available for 
examination by the ODT at all 
times. A fleet operator is one who 
operates three or more motor ve- 
hicles. 
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maintenance. 


TRUCK SECTIO 


WAR SHOW,” which recently completed a long tour, took a tip 
own combat forces and carried 


ts mobile shops right alon 


The shops carried a full supply of 


THE TRUCKS that carried the stage settings and other paraphernalia of 


the show business, got their valve grinding an 


engine tuneups ‘‘on the job” 


by Army trained mechanics that made up part of the entourage. 


ONE OF THE SHOP TRUCKS was ogtaged with an overhead crane so that 


it could serve as a wrecker or be able to 


ift heavy engines out of the trucks, 


so that they could be worked on ‘‘on the bench” if necessary. 


Increases Tire Life— 


Wide Base Rims to Find 


Greater Use on Trucks 


AKRON.—Although manufactur- 
ing specifications of trucks today 
are being held to a standardized 
pattern to meet the demands of 
the nation’s war effort, engineers 
of the Firestone Tire & Rubber 
Co. say that research and develop- 
ment in tire engineering have 
been going ahead and that new 
improvements will be ready for 
adoption when wartime restric- 
tions are lifted. 

One of these will be the general 
use of wide base rims developed 
and tested by Firestone engineers 
over a four-year period dating 
back to 1938. 


Pending the general adoption of 
wide base rims by truck manu- 
facturers, however, it is pointed 
out that owners may add thous- 
ands of extra miles to tires now 
in use by replacing the conven- 
tional size rims with wide base 
rims. 


The possibilities of the wide base 
rim program are revealed by Fire- 
stone’s experiments which started 
out with the primary objective of 
providing longer tire life und 
greater stability for passenger car 
operation. Scores of tests showed 
an average increase of 20 percent 
in nonskid life when rims wider 
than conventional sizes were used. 
In extreme cases increases in tire 
mileage up to 80 percent were re- 
corded. 

So conclusive was this proof of 
longer tire life and greater sta- 
bility that car manufacturers 
adopted the wide base principle 
extensively for their 1942 models. 
Tests with wide base rims on 


| 


trucks and the experience of truck 
Owners who have replaced con- 
ventional rims with wide base rims 
have shown improvement in tire 
mileage practically paralleling that 
shown in passenger car tests. 


The changeover is both practical 
and economical, inasmuch as rims 
taken from one vehicle can be 
utilized by transferring them to 
another vehicle ordinarily using 
rims one size smaller. For ex- 
ample, 6-inch rims would be trans- 
ferred to a vehicle now using rims 
of 5-inch width. The 6-inch rims 
in turn would be replaced by the 
7-inch size, thus working up the 
scale to take care of the various 
sizes efficiently and without waste. 
It has been established that the 
cost of changing over to wide rim 
widths is more than offset by the 
increased tire mileage obtained. 


Gulf Offers New Oil 


For Heavy-Duty Diesels 

PITTSBURGH.—Gulf Oil Corp. 
has announced a new brand of 
lubricating oils which it calls Gulf 
Dieselube H.D. (Heavy Duty). 
These oils are made to meet U. S. 
Army specifications for internal 
combustion engines for ground 
equipment such as trucks, tanks 
and jeeps. They also have been ap- 
proved by the leading manufac- 
turers of diesel engines for trac- 
tors and trucks, it is said. 


Severe heavy-duty diesel engine 
tests conducted by Gulf, show these 
oils to be remarkable in engine 
cleanliness and lack of ring stick- 
ing, it is said. 
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bmetime ago—April, in fact— 
“Sparks” carried details on a busi- 
ess management program that 
Padillac had designed to conserve 
the financial position of dealers. 
With new car selling restricted, I 
fad outlined in the column at that 
time how Ahrens had gone into the 
eld preaching adherence to sound 
budgetary principles and insisting 
his distributor-dealers knew exact- 
where they stood dollarwise. 

In view of these previous re- 
marks, a progress report from Don 
in order. And so at the banquet 
table I checked on his achieve- 
ments and got some truly surpris- 
hg figures. Readers will recall 
that one of the planks in the 
hrens platform required a 30-day 
brecast on fixed expense and on 
fixed gross profits. Field men made 


ew Financial 
aws Are Likely, 


fecting Dealers 


CINCINNATI. — Financial legis- 

tion of great importance to auto- 
mobile dealers doubtless will be 
cted on at the present Congress, 

abert St. Clair, NADA executive 
assistant, told the NADA meeting 

ere last week. He predicted: 

1. A national sales tax. Most 
congressional members have recog- 

ed for some time that such an 
npost was inevitable, he said, and 
even those who, for political rea- 
pns have fought it hardest, are 
onceding that the tax is imminent. 
he affect of any such a tax on 
alers, particularly if the war 
Should end soon would be substan- 
Once imposed, it is likely to 
main an integral part of the tax 
structure for years. 

2. An adjusted income tax pay- 

ent plan, something after the 
order of the Rum! plan, 

3. An attempt to elevate social 
security taxes, This plan may pass 
the Senate, but probably not the 
youse. 

4. Possibly a wage and hour law 
shift. The 48-hour week is not an 

possibility, but it is being fought 
hard by unions. 

Do not expect too much of the 

creased Republican membership, 

t. Clair warned, 


Paterson Named 


Plymouth V-P 


DETROIT.—Promotion of A. H. 
aterson, general works manager 
of Plymouth, to the title of vice- 
president, is an- 
nounced by D. S. 
Eddins, president 
of Plymouth Di- 

vision. 
Paterson has 
been a part of 
the Plymouth or- 
ganization since 
it was established 
as a manufactur- 
ing unit in 1928, 
starting as super- 
A.H.Paterson intendent of 
planning, then as 
ctory manager and, since 1940, 
general works manager. Paterson 
tered the automobile industry 
th Dodge Brothers 29 years ago, 
shortly after he had come to this 
ountry an immigrant youth from 

scotland. 


“VICTORY CRATE.” 


ment of the compact crating opera 
rry 11 Jeeps 


Willys war workers crate the Jee 
vigor that the rugged vehicle is dtopieying on world-wide battlefields. 

ion by the company now enables a ship to 
the space previously required for 10 of these scout cars.| life; let’s keep it that way. 


the calculations after study of the 
material supplied by dealers and 
distributors. And results show that 
in some months these estimates 
were right on the nose! In no case 
has there been a variance from 
estimate to actual of more than 11 
percent! 
* * * 

HERE’S SOME detail on how 
the plan worked out, starting last 
March and ending in November: 


September . 
October .... 1 
November .. 
+ + 

THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS in 
putting the retail organization on 
a@ sounder plane is not the only 
good news out of Cadillac, I find. 
Relaxation by the government of 
rules on the purchase of cars above 
the $2,500 mark should be a genu- 
ine boon to distributors and deal- 
ers. 


This was something Ahrens had 
been seeking for a long while. He 
fully realized that the market for 
his highest-priced models was vir- 
tually killed by new car sales 
regulations. And knowing that his 
distributors had a lot of money 
tied up in these good, long-term 
transportation investments, he kept 
plugging for concessions by the 
rationers. 


The new edict means Cadillac 
retailers will have slight trouble 
now in moving their stocks of the 
Series 67 and 75. Don tells me 
Cadillac has about 900 of these 
models out and anticipates they 
will sell quickly. 


FOB F 


L. F. SKUTT, whose appointment as 
general sales manager of Nash Motors 
division of Nash-Kelvinator Corp. is 
announced by Frank R. Pierce, vice- 
president in charge of sales for the 
corporation. Skutt, who joined Nash- 
Kelvinator in August, 1942, and_ who 
has been serving on Pierce’s staff and 
as manager of the company’s Chicago 
zone, was previously associated with 
General Motors for more than 20 years. 


One Ford Four-Door 


Available in Spokane 

SPOKANE, Wash. — Just one 
Ford is “unfrozen” here by OPA’s 
order releasing 1942 four-door hard- 
topped Chevrolet, Ford and Plym- 
outh sedans for sale to civilians, 
but several Chevrolet and Plym- 
outh cars are in the hands of 
dealers here. 

Ernie Majer, Ford distributor 
here, advised he had one auto 
which would come under the order, 
and that will be sold to a taxicab 
company. 


actory 
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are not altogether the result of 
ingenuity of engineers in the pro- 
ducers’ plants. There is a veritable 
army of engineers’ representing 
hundreds of suppliers and machin- 
ery manufacturers and tool build- 
ers who consult on machining jobs 
and perhaps contribute as much, 
if not more, than the production 
men in the automotive plants: 
themselves. Naturally, these ad-| 
visers and consultants are perfectly 
content to let the glory be reflected 
from their customers, and that’s 


the way it usually is. 
* * * 


New Phase 


Under Way 

BUT CUTTING DOWN produc- 
tion time on war production jobs is 
only the first step which motor 
plants have taken. And most of 
this was worked out last year. 
Right now they have moved into 
a second phase, and that is study- 
ing these new weapons they are 
producing to determine how to 
make them perform more effec: 
tively and more positively. 

Thus Pontiac designers take 
the credit for developing a new 
elevating pedestal for the Oecerli- 
kon gun, operated by a foot pedal 
much in the same way that a 
barber’s chair is raised or low- 
ered. This aids the operation of 


with the same 
Develop- 


the gun and also saves “hundreds 
of thousands of dollars” over the 
original mechanism, according to 
reports. 

In the same category are new 
and more efficient shoulder rests 
and hand grips for the gun, not 
to mention a redesign which per- 
mits sighting the gun with the left 
eye as well as the right. 

* * * 


It?s Taboo Till 


After War 


ANYONE INTERESTED in the 
manufacture of steel shell cases, 
and the equipment, materials and 
procedure involved, is going to 
have to wait until after the war, 
according to Lieut.-Col. H. R. 
Turner, of the Ordnance depart- 
ment, Cincinnati, who spoke before 
the SAE last week in Detroit on 
the subject. 

* 


What About 


New Plants? 


THERE IS A LOT of worry 
being churned up over what is go- 
ing to happen to the vast acreages 
of new industria] plants built up 
in recent months for war produc- 
tion when the war comes to an 
end. A leading steel executive was 
asked this question the other day 
and he was ready with an answer. 
He said that enough old plants 
would be completely scrapped so 
that finally his company would 
have the same relative capacity as 
in prewar times, but this capacity 
would be so much more efficient 
that it would be possible to provide 
more steel at lower prices, and 
thereby to encourage its more ex- 
tended application. Evidently the 
DPC can expect a lot of bids from 
the operators of new war plants 
when the emergency has passed. 

But what will be the going 
price? Fifty cents on the dollar? 

Twenty-five cents on the dollar? 

Or an outright gift if certain 

government regulations on pro- 

duction quotas, wage rates, em- 
ploye security, etc., are met by 
the prospective buyer? 


* * 


Democracy is the American way of 


Dealer Want Ads 


A new service to Automotive News subscribers, reaching more 
than 12,000 automotive establishments from Maine to California, 
an estimated 50,000 readers. Low rates: TEN CENTS (10¢) PER 
WORD per insertion or 25¢ per word for 3 insertions. Cash in 
advance. Count initials and groups of numbers as one word. Ads 
may be signed with your name and address at regular rates, but 


where replies are sent to “Box No.... 
Detroit” these words are FREE, 


opened, day received. Address: 


-» Care Automotive News, 
and replies are forwarded, un- 


WANT AD DEPT., AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT. 


HELP WANTED 


ARIZONA DEALER wants to determine 
present address of Ralph P. Bliss, form- 
erly employed at Phoenix, Prescott and 
Seligman, Arizona as an Auto Bodyman. 
Write Box 327, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


WANT METAL MAN for body and fender 
work. Also need a good automobile 
painter. Nice proposition for right par- 
ties. Arizona city of 55,000 pop. Ideal 
climate. Write Box 345, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


CHEVROLET MECHANIC WANTED. 45% 
commission, plenty of work. Ideal liv- 
ing conditions. Location: Rio Grande 
Valley of Texas. Warm climate, plenty 
fruit, vegetables. Good schools. Write, 
giving qualifications. Standard Chevrolet 
Co., Edinburg, Texas. 


MECHANICS ATTENTION —Come_ to 
South Florida and spend the winter. 
Need several Ford mechanics at once. 
Write Powell Motor Co. (Ford Dealer), 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. ‘‘Where sum- 
mer spends the winter!’’ 


SERVICE MANAGER—Studebaker dis- 
tributor in midwestern city, (Missouri) 
needs man who can manage shop em- 
ploying about twenty men. Must be 
able to sell service and diagnose trouble. 
Salary $225 per month. Box 306, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


in the automobile business, 

selling Chevrolets. Since Jan. 1st, 1942, 
have been buying and selling used cars 
for myself. Am married, 45 years old, 
have one child. Now located Indiana but 
can go any place. Write Box 323, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


GENPRAL MANAGER AVAILABLE for 
immediate connection. Seasoned man 
with extensive background of practical 
and diversified automobile dealer execu- 
tive experience. Performance records, 
references and detail infermation avail- 
able upen inquiry. Now located in Ohio. 
Box 296, ¢/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


NEW CARS WANTED 


WANTS TO BUY NEW CARS—Solomon 
Motor Co., Chevrolet dealer in Dothan, 
Ala., wants to buy new Chevrolets, 
Fords, Plymouths and Oldsmobiles. Give 
full description in first letter, and price 
you will take. Write Solomon Motor Co., 
Dothan, Ala. 


OHIO DEALER WANTS new Dodge and 
Plymouth cars, state price and body 
type. Box 342, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


PHILADELPHIA COMPANY will buy 500 
new cars. Four door sedans preferred. 
Will pay dealer cost plus bonus. Box No. 
343, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


BALTIMORE DEALER IS in the market 
for new automobiles of any General 
Motors make. Write Box 313, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


DALLAS, TEXAS DEALER will buy any 
new ‘‘A’’ pool automobiles. Give com- 
plete information as to body types, 
equipment, best price. Write Box 336, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


MASSACHUSETTS DODGE DEALER 
wants to buy new Dodge Trucks any 
model. State equipment and price 
wanted. Box 341, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


OKLAHOMA DEALER IN market for any 
number of new Plymouth and Chrysler 
automobiles. Willing to pay premium for 
them. Send list of your cars, giving 
make, model and body type of each and 
indieating the pool cars with prices 
first letter. Box 307, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


dealer having sales potential 

up, account health reasons. Prefer some 

new car inventory, though not necessary. 

In reply, give any facts regarding loca- 

tion as well as business. Will pay cash 

seneeee. Box 326, Automotive News, 
e . 


IMMEDIATE CASH FOR General Motors 
Dealership in Florida, potential 100 cars 
up. Give complete details, past business, 
location, pictures, inventory and number 
mechanics presently employed. Box 334, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


Philadelphia, Camden or Trenton, N. 
or South Jersey. If for any reason deal 
cannot be consumated, information will 
be kept in strict confidence. Box 333, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANT TO TRADE 


WANTED TO TRADE 25 new Chevrolet 
trucks—all models, for new Chevrolet 
passenger cars. Nall Chevrolet Co., Iowa 
City, Iowa. 


USED CARS FOR SALE 


PENNSYLVANIA DEALER will sell 40 
1942 Willys Foredoor Deluxe Sedans 
(Americars) two tone interiors. Prepared 
to offer exceptional inducements. Box 
328, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


USED BUSES FOR SALE. Standard 
makes. 24-passenger to 36-passenger. In 
lots of one or more. Mosby-Mack Motor 
Co., Topeka, Kans. 


MASSACHUSETTS DODGE DEALER has 


1937 Dodge with special built Knights- 
town ambulance body. Excellent mechan- 
ical condition. Mileage 16,000. Body in- 
terior and exterior good as new. 
Equipped with all ambulance require- 
ments, cot, etc. Can be converted into 
10 passenger bus. Box 340, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


HUDSON DEALER Pennsylvania will liqui- 
date 50 Used Cars at less than whole- 
sale low book, if entire stock is bought. 
Clean stock, good rubber. Box No. 344, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


SOLOMON MOTOR CO., Chevrolet dealer, 
in Dothan, Ala., wants to buy 1939-40- 
41 Chevrolets, Fords, and Plymouths 
with good tires. No sorry cars wanted. 
Wholesale prices. Write Solomon Motor 
Co., Dothan, Ala. 


COLORADO DEALER will buy good used 
wrecker with Dodge 1% ton chassis. 
Year model, 1938 to 1940 with body, 
crane and power take-off. Give full de- 
tails as to condition and equipment. 
Write Box 320, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


TEXAS DEALER WILL pay top cash 
prices for late model used cars. Prefer 
General Motors Products. Write Box 337, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED UP TO 100—1938, 39, 40, 41 


one and % ton and % to one ton pick- 
ups. State condition, tires, etc. Box 332, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


UTAH AUTO DISTRIBUTOR needs 75 


used cars per month. Prefer making deal 


references in first letter. Box 330, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


OHIO DEALER INTERESTED in buying 
used cars, station wagons, as well as 
new automobiles in both A & B series. 
Let us hear from you. Box 339, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


EQUIPMENT WANTED 


WISCONSIN DEALER NEEDS 
wheel balancer. In reply please advise 
condition and description. Box 325, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


MICHIGAN DEALER OFFERS high pres- 
sure Jenny car washer and steam cleaning 
unit. Portable. Perfect condition. Origin- 
al cost $800. Available for less than 
half. Also: Axle stand for overhauling 
axles. Four open display Lyon parts 
tables. Cold solder gun for body shop. 
Write Box 335, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


KENTUCKY DEALER HAS for sale prac- 
tically new Hall valve refacer, hard 
seat grinder, stroboscopic motor an- 
alyzer and complete group of shop and 
office equipment of all types and de- 
scriptions. Box 331, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


SS 

CONNECTICUT DEALER has for sale a 
5-horsepower, three phase motor, Curtiss 
compressor, price $275. Excellent con- 
dition. Write Box 329, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC DOOR opener 
with motor, $60. Beam wheel alignment 
rack complete with all needed adapters, 
$125. Two brake relining machines, 
motor driven, $25 each. Burns Automo- 
bile Co., Dayton, Ohio. 

TRAILERS FOR SALE 


23 FOOT FRUEHAUF traller. Drop frame, 


double doors at rear, single side door. 
Fifth wheel included. Good condition. 
Good tires. Side windows and door. Has 
been used for parts merchandising by 
Illinois dealer. Box 338, c/o Automo- 
tive News, Detroit. 


All kinds of Motor Rebuild- 
ing Equipment wanted, in- 
cluding Piston Grinders. 


* 


Empire Tool & Eng. Div. 


1776 Eastern Parkway 
Brooklyn, New York 
Telephone 
Glenmore 2-8224 


Address all Box No. replies in eare of Automotive News, 5229 Cass Ave., Detroit. 





...but They Can't 


Imitate an 


Political and industrial leaders in recent months have 
been making great use of the phrase, ““Know-How.”’ 


But no one has bothered to explain it. 


American Know-How is a combination of things. It 
is our conglomeration of races, welded together by 
a great national spirit. It is American training in 
mechanics; it is the millions of American boys who 
drive automobiles and work with tools, who play with 
electric trains and make model airplanes. It is our 
system of education, giving to each boy the training 
needed to enable him to take his part in our national 
industrial economy. It is that economy itself ... an 
economy of free enterprise wherein every boy has a 
chance to become a Henry Ford, a Walter Chrysler, 
a Thomas Edison. It is the American system of incen- 
tive, which permits even the lowest laborer to become 
foreman, superintendent, or president of his 
company. It is the ability of the man in the American 
factory to do things just a little bit better than any 
other man in the world can do them. 


And it is American industrial management, fitting 
into their proper niches the men of the country, 
determining who shall direct the operation, sur- 
rounding itself with engineers and chemists and tool 
designers and purchasing agents and specifications 
clerks, each with a definite job to do. It is the ability 
of American management to select the right man for 
the right job, whether that man come from our tech- 
nical colleges or from the rank and file of factory 
employees. 


In time of peace—because of American Know-How 
—Detroit and Pittsburgh and Akron supplied the 
world with automobiles and steel and tires. No other 
country could compete successfully against American 
makers of airplanes, washing machines, radios or 
mechanical refrigerators. 


Our scientists and engineers out-designed our com- 
petition in foreign fields, our sales departments out- 
sold them, our factory men out-produced them. 


American! 


This is a mechanical war. American Know-How 
which placed this country far ahead of its competitors 
in peacetime mechanical production, will turn out 
more war materials per man and per factory and will 
win the war. Our enemies had a big start on us. But 
the imitators never can equal the originators. 


And our foes are imitators ... Germans and Japs alike. 


In peacetime they imitated all our mechanical goods. 
The best automobile Germany had was one designed 
in Detroit. The company producing it was a Detroit- 
owned company. The best airplane engine they had 
was one designed in Hartford five years ago. Because 
they froze production of it... didn’t change the model 
... they were able to turn out these motors in great 
quantities. Today we have reached and passed their 
highest production with an improved model. And 
we are just starting! 


It is the Hitler creed that no one not a German can 
be a good chemist or a good engineer. He limits his 
Know-How to people of the German race alone. In 
America we are a mixed race. The adventurous of 
all the peoples of Europe have come to this country 
because they believe in the American system of free 
enterprise. We have assimilated them and made them 
Americans. We have granted them the same oppor- 
tunities to advance that belong to us who have long 
lived here. 


This is American Know-How. This and the flaming 
spirit of freedom which democracy begets . . . the 
spirit which makes our boys in uniform better than 
any other soldiers in the world . . . because they are 
fighting for freedom. 


With this spirit, backed by American industry’s 
Know-How, we shall win this war! 


President 
THE GENERAL TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY 
AKRON, OHIO 
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